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Allow students to choose white or black graduation gowns

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

11

19 20 21 22

End of 1st Grading 
Period

Service Fair
9:45 AM (Front Lawn)
Sophomore Parent Info 

Night
7PM (Theater)

October Break  
(No School)

Football vs. Palo Alto
7 PM (Helm Field)

October Break  
(No School)

PSAT Testing

Spirit WeekSpirit Week Spirit Week Spirit Week
Spirit Week

Football vs. Los Altos
7 PM (Helm Field)

Home and School 
Meeting 
8:30 AM 

(Community Room)

Freshman Fun Day

LGHS Board Meeting
6:30 PM (Library)

Coronation Dance
8 PM (Large Gym)

by Dana Cook
Editor-in-Chief

As the 2017-18 school year commenced, the 
administration held annual class assemblies during 
tutorial. On the day of their assembly, while the 
seniors walked to the auditorium, the administra-
tion prepared to drop a bomb. At the very end of 
the assembly, they announced the decision to have 
all graduating seniors wear black robes at June’s 
graduation ceremony. Contrary to the administra-
tion’s intentions, the gown situation created an 
uproar from the student body. The students who 
oppose this change want and should have the 
option of picking which color they will wear at 
graduation, whether it be white or black. 

Administration claims that the uni-
formity of gown color will reap multiple 
benefits. The gown representative from 
Herff Jones, the company that sells senior 
class apparel, explained to senior govern-
ment and economics classes that keeping 
all students dressed in one color makes it 
“easier for the administration to organize 
the students for walking down the front steps 
at graduation.” 

Another supposed benefit is the 
unification of the class. Wearing one 
color is meant to bring all students 
together, regardless of gender iden-
tity, easing difficulty for those 
who feel uncomfortable choosing 
one color over another. 

However, many students 
argue that the opposite 
effects occurred. Instead of 
unity, some members of the 
class began blaming cer-
tain individuals for the 
change. While the admin-
istration attempted to 
bring harmony to more 
delicate subjects such as 
gender identity, they instead 
alienated the ones whom they 
wanted to help, turning them 
into scapegoats for the loathed 
change in gown color options. Senior 
Carter Hawkins explained his confu-
sion for the decision to eliminate the 
choice of gown color, stating how he 
was “worried people would think it was 
[his] fault.” He goes on to express his 

discontent with the administration for “making it 
seem that ‘people like [him]’ are benefiting from 
this” decision, when in reality it has “no effect 
on [him] because [he] would have worn a black 
robe either way, and [he] never brought it up to  
the administration.” 

The administration and the gown representa-
tive explained how Los Gatos is one of the few 
remaining high schools with different color robes 
for each gender, and with the change, Los Gatos 

leaves behind its long-standing tradition. This 
year would mark the very first year in 

LGHS history that all students don 
the same color robe, disrupt-

ing the “checkerboard” 
pattern of white and 
black clothed stu-
dents switching off 

walking down the front steps 
of the school to their seats at 
graduation. Hawkins offers his 
opinion, remarking: “I think 
it is kind of dumb that we all 
need to wear the same color. 

I would have rather preferred to have the black 
and white robes just because I think it looks a lot 
better and it is an LGHS tradition.” A classic Los 
Gatos attribute, the multiple color gown options 
allows students to express themselves how they 
want, through wearing either white or black. Addi-
tionally, it gives Los Gatos a unique quirk which 
deems it different from other schools in the area. 
So why change?

Furthermore, at a school like Los Gatos, 
which is so adamant about encour-
aging self expression and unique-
ness, it is disappointing that the 
administration is confining 
its students to one color 
and not giving them a 
right to choose which  
color they want to wear. 

Finally, one of the most 
significant arguments that stu-
dents and families have, espe-
cially those with daughters 
in the senior class, is how 
they have already paid over 

300 dollars for senior portraits, in which they are 
wearing a white cap and gown. Many students had 
pre-booked appointments that the school created for 
portrait sessions, and based on previous years, girls 
followed the regular suit and wore white for their 
photos. The change in gown color not only wastes 
money, but also time for these students, who now 
might decide to retake their photo, spending an 
extra unnecessary amount of money and time on 
arguably some of the most important photos that 
families buy. Senior Darcey Simpson-Bint is just 
one of the majority of the senior girls who have 

taken and paid for their portraits, in which they 
sport white caps and gowns. “A lot of girls 

have already taken their portraits, and 
have had to pay a lot of money for 
that. We have to send our announce-

ment cards of us in our white gowns, 
which we can’t wear now. I think we all would 
have appreciated if we were told at the end 
of last year before we took our pictures, 
instead of two weeks into the school year,”  
Simpson-Bint said.

        Overall, the student body has 
relayed their disappointment with the 

administration’s choice, even going 
as far as to create various petitions 
to principal Kristi Grasty, who 
claimed the decision wasn’t final-
ized yet. Senior Jesse Rowland 
is one of the hopeful individuals 
who created an online petition, 
which now has over 400 sup-
porters. However, with stu-
dents ordering gowns this 

week, the likelihood of 
changing the adminis-

tration’s mind is small. 
Because it may be 

too late to change the 
administration’s mind 

this year, students ask 
that they give a heads up 

to future classes so as not to 
cause more inconveniences. 
This year’s seniors and future 

students should be allowed 
the choice of which gown color 

they will wear at graduation. 
Don’t constrict students to one 

option; allow them the freedom of 
choice and expression.S. Linden

D. Cook


