
by Erin Grasty
Media Production Editor

As teenagers, we can’t deny the fact that the 
use of drugs and alcohol is prevalent in high school. 
Stories about weekend ragers and wasted stu-
dents flood the hallways at the start of every 
week. Boasting about blowing massive clouds 
and blacking out on people’s lawns is exciting for 
some to hear about. However, when the weekend 
activities turn into weekday habits, it compro-
mises the health and wellbeing of students and 
can be detrimental to the educational environ-
ment the faculty and administration have strived 
to create at LGHS.

Simply put, the legal age to purchase mari-
juana, alcohol, and nicotine or tobacco products 
is 21 in California, so it is clearly illegal for 
teenagers to use any of the aforementioned 
substances. Not only that, but the Drug–Free 
Zone Law states that it is illegal to have drugs or 
alcohol within a 1,000 foot radius of any school 
campus. In this case, it is technically illegal for 
7-11 to sell cigarettes and for Dio Deka to sell 
alcoholic beverages. Yet, despite the law and 
the possible consequences, high school students 
bring said substances on campus, into the class-
room, and use them during school hours.

Before you whip out your vodka–filled water 
bottle or Juul during school hours, consider what 
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Students should respect others by coming to class sober
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this action might entail. Teachers devote hours of 
their day to ensure that their students are receiv-
ing a proper education. Additionally, the teachers 
at LGHS care about the wellbeing of their students 
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Dear El Gato,
I am writing this letter to offer another per-

spective on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. While I 
respect your opinion and right to disagree with me, 
I, along with many other students and those in the 
broader Jewish community, found the article to be 
deeply misleading, a biased representation of Israel’s 
efforts to protect itself against terrorism, and, 
frankly, offensive. As you stated, this is a problem 
with deep roots and there is no simple solution.

Life in Israel means living with constant terror. 
Since 2001, 15,200 rockets have targeted Israel. 
11,000 of those have been fired from Palestinian 
terrorist groups in Gaza after it was given back 
to the Palestinians in 2005 by Israel in an effort 
for peace. The article failed to mention this. The 
distance between Gaza City and Israel’s two major 
cities, Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, are only 44 and 
47 miles, respectively (around the same distance 

from Los Gatos to SFO). Living amidst this conflict 
subjects both Israelis and Palestinians to Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder, which makes it difficult 
to be positive advocates for peace. Yet, Israel has 
sought out compromises and invested significantly 
in the peace process. The article deeply criticized 
Israel’s treatment toward Palestinians. However, it 
noticeably left out the treatment of Jews in any 
of the 49 Muslim majority countries, 16 of which 
prohibit Israeli Jews from entering. Furthermore, a 
significant percentage of Israeli Jews are refugees 
or the children of refugees from surrounding Muslim 
majority countries.

Jewish people deserve a homeland and safe 
haven. This article does not recognize the rights of 
both Arabs and Israelis to self-determination and 
sovereignty, and misinterprets that basic freedom for 
Israelis as an attitude of superiority. Additionally, 
the article evidently failed to discuss how Israeli 

Arabs living within the Green Line, which excludes 
the West Bank and Gaza, enjoy the same freedoms 
and privileges as Israeli Jews. Today, Israel’s parlia-
ment is fifteen percent Israeli Arabs whereas the 
U.S. senate is currently only two percent African 
Americans. Democracy is messy and imperfect, as 
we well know in our own country. Being advocates 
for peace means holding both sides accountable.

Israel’s Law of Return guarantees a home and 
Israeli citizenship to all Jews, while others may enter 
the country as immigrants through a legal process. 
The free and open immigration of Jews is a reflection 
of the period of the Holocaust when Jews had no 
safe haven that would accept them as immigrants. 
A two state solution maintains a Jewish majority 
in the Jewish state while also allowing Palestinians 
their own national identity.

 It is not anti-Semitic to disagree with particu-
lar Israeli policies, but opposing Israel’s existence, 

known as anti-Zionism, is essentially and inherently 
anti-Semitism. Israel is not perfect, and I am not 
arguing against publishing an article discussing 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. But I am arguing 
against publishing a deceptive, one-sided article 
in a school newspaper that further perpetuates 
hatred and prejudice toward Jewish students who 
already experience anti-Semitism regularly at LGHS. 
Furthermore, this article weakens Los Gatos High 
School from continuing to grow as a culturally 
aware school. It is important to truly understand 
a situation and address both perspectives. This is 
critical to ensure everyone feels respected and to 
help maintain the wonderful community we share 
as Los Gatos Wildcats.

Respectfully,
Josh Greenberg

(Sources: Israeli Defense Forces, Jewish Virtual 
Library, The Daily Wire)

Letter to the Editor: Greenberg opposes van Miltenburg

and work unbelievably hard to accommodate their 
needs. The least we could do to show our apprecia-
tion is start and end the class period sober. With this 
in mind, students still have the audacity to show 

up to their classes high or drunk, and if they don’t 
have time to do so before class, they do it during.

Last year, I was sitting in class when a student 
slipped out their Juul. For those who aren’t familiar 
with this product, a Juul is a vaporizer intended for 
adult smokers looking for a cigarette alternative and 
contain nicotine levels equivalent to the average 
cigarette. The student proceeded to use their Juul 
and pass it around for other students to use. This is 
one instance of many where students utilize their 
time in class for intoxication rather than learning. 
It is not only disrespectful to the teachers, but it 
is disrespectful to other students.

Many students at LGHS either enjoy their time 
in the classroom or just try to get through their 
day as quickly and painlessly as possible. But when 
that one student decides to dedicate their class time 
to using illegal substances, it disrupts the entire 
environment. That student is basically saying, “I 
don’t care enough about the teacher or students in 
this class to be sober, yet I still showed up.” It is 
challenging for students to benefit fully from the 90 
minutes they spend in a class when the person next 
to them reeks of marijuana. Being under the influ-
ence at school takes away from those who actually 
want to benefit from their education.

There may be a time and a place for such activ-
ites, but it is not at our school.
(Sources: The Sentencing Project, Juul Vapor)

K. Monsef
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