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Media Production Editor

Every year, female leatherback sea turtles clam-
ber up the shores of the US Virgin Islands to lay 
about 100 eggs each. These eggs incubate under 
the sand for 80 days until, on one momentous 
morning, hundreds of hatchlings emerge and begin 
their awkward waddle to the sea. 

In their young and vulnerable state, these 
infant sea turtles face many perils even in their 
first week of life. Only those that are not eaten 
or suffocated will make it to the waves. Once the 
turtles wash into the shallow ocean, predators lie in 
wait for the defenseless creatures. As a result, only 
one in a thousand turtle hatchlings will reach adult-
hood. Therefore, it is crucial that leatherback sea 
turtle nests have the highest volume of hatchlings 
possible, so that more turtles can reach maturity.

In a world where forces such as climate change, 

by Nate White
Sports Editor

With the Russian presidential election approaching 
in March 2018, current President Vladimir Putin is 
expected to run for another term. Opposition leader 
Alexei Navalny has been protesting Putin’s leadership 
since 2008, most effectively through marches in Rus-
sia’s major cities. He began his opposition movement 
through blogs and the Internet, attracting young fol-
lowers. Prior to the Parliamentary reelection in 2011, 
Navalny labeled Putin’s party, the United Russia Party 
as a “party of crooks and thieves.” He quickly became 
a popular opponent of the  Russian administration and 
a problem for the country’s government.

Navalny’s legal troubles began back in 2008 when 
he was sentenced to five years in prison for embezzle-
ment. However, Navalny was released early to campaign 
for the Moscow mayoral election against Putin’s ally, 
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Country of the Month: Jordan’s unique history fascinates
by Cole van Miltenburg
Editor-in-Chief

From the fast-growing metropolis of Amman to the ancient ruins of 
Petra, Jordan bears a unique array of historical and cultural experiences. 

This country of around ten million people is situated in an important 
geopolitical region, bordering Palestine, Israel, and Syria, Iraq, and Saudi 
Arabia. The majority of Jordanians are of Palestinian descent, many of 
whom left Palestine due to the forced expulsion perpetrated by the  state 
of Israel in 1948. By the early 2000s, most immigrants in the country were 
Iraqis escaping political turbulence, and today the majority of new arrivals 
are Syrian refugees who fled a violent and dangerous civil war in their 
home country. As shown through its diverse inhabitants and openness to 
newcomers, Jordan is a true melting pot among Arab cultures.

Humans first settled the land which makes up modern Jordan thou-
sands of years ago. In around 300 BCE, an Arab people known as the 
Nabateans migrated from Saudi Arabia into Jordan and utilized its loca-
tion near the Mediterranean as a point to trade frankincense and myrrh 
to the Europeans. They established their trade capital at Petra and built 
huge monuments there as an expression of loyalty to their rulers. These 
people also created infrastructure such as irrigation and housing that was 
unprecedented at the time. 

Sergei Sobyanin. Although the campaign was a 
failure, as he ultimately lost the election, Navalny 
considered this a major success given he had only 
used the Internet.

In 2017, Navalny found himself in trouble 
with the law once again. He began campaign-
ing for the presidential election, and received 
nationwide support. In March and June, Navalny 
organized large protest in major Russian cities, 
and was arrested each time. The Russian police 
justified their arrests, claiming the protest 
was not an authorized public event. His times 
in prison for both crimes were brief; however, 
considering the protests were anti-corruption, 
Navalny used them to his benefit and gained 
more supporters. 

On Oct. 2, Navalny was arrested again for 
violating public demonstrations. His sentence 
was 20 days in jail, which caused him to miss a 
major rally. According to Navalny and his team, 
the organized protest are a part of a presidential 
campaign. Despite this claim, Russia’s Central 
Election Commission states that Navalny is not 
eligible to run for president, considering his 
embezzlement crime. 

Navalny has been releasing confidential 
information of the Russian government and 
secret videos of powerful government officials. 
This has put him on Putin’s watch list, as the 
upcoming presidential election will become a 
crucial decision for Russia’s future.
(Sources: NY Times, BBC News)

by Sophie Kroesche
News Editor

Since September of this year, vampire sightings in 
Malawi are on the rise. Vigilante mobs congregated in 
the streets on Oct. 10 and have caused the UN to pull 
employees from two districts in the southern part of 
the country.

Five people have been killed since mid-September 
after their neighbors accused them of vampire-like 
behaviors. Lynch mobs in rural Malawi, a small coun-
try in southeastern Africa, congregated and hanged 
the citizens found guilty of drinking human blood 
in rituals. However, the government and the UN are 
working together to reign in the mobs and terrorized 
citizens of Malawi.

Malawi President Arthur Peter Mutharika spoke out 
against the rumours of vampires wreaking havoc in his 
country, saying the problem was of grave concern to him 
and the entire government. The mob violence is “dis-
tressing and agonizing,” the President stated on Oct 10.

The UN, who took staff out of the Phalombe and 

Mulanje districts, also commented on the sit-
uation at hand. The Department of Safety and 
Security released official information saying that 
“these districts have severely been affected by 
the ongoing stories of blood sucking and possible 
existence of vampires.” 

UN Resident Coordinator Florence Rolle 
remarked on the attacks and the UN’s cautious 
actions of removing their staff from the affected 
provinces. “Some UN staff have relocated while 
others are still in the districts depending on 
locations of their operations,” Rolle said. While 
the number of employees removed from Malawi 
is still unknown, Rolle assures that the “UNDSS 
is continuing to monitor the situation closely to 
ensure all affected UN staff are back in the field 
as soon as possible.”

The United Nations Department of Safety 
and Security reported that the rumors of vam-
pires and bloody rituals may have originated 
in Mozambique, arriving in Malawi by word of 
mouth. However, it is still unknown as to why 
the rumors of these sightings spread.

According to Reuters, more non-governmen-
tal organizations have pulled staff out of the 
hectic country for undisclosed amounts of time.

Because of the lack of education in rural 
Malawi and the strong traditions of the inhabi-
tants, the idea of witchcraft and even actual blood 
rituals are common threats. The last occurrence 
of these vampire sightings was in 2002, when 
villagers murdered a man accused of attacking 
people for their blood. 
(Sources: Reuters, CNN, Fox News, New York Post, 
BBC, Time)

ORGANIZED OPPOSITION: Authorities arrested Nalvany for his protests.

THE MOMENT OF TRUTH: Baby turtles take their very first steps.
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COUNTRYSIDE CHAOS: Violent mobs uproot Malawi’s rural landscape.
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Catalonia seeks autonomy
by Matt White
Media Production Editor

Catalonia’s vote for independence tested the 
relatively novel Spanish union. National police 
officers used rubber bullets and truncheons to shut 
down Catalonian polling stations and seized ballot 
boxes. The police force left nearly 800 residents 
injured in the north-eastern Catalonian province, a 
territory that includes Barcelona, host of the 1992 
Olympic Games.   

Both sides claimed victory in the clash. Despite 
Spanish efforts to disrupt the referendum, the 
vote continued in several towns. According to the 
Catalan government, 90 percent of the 2.3 million 
voters voted to secede from Spain. However, only 43 
percent of the Catalan population actually voted, as 
the Spanish government destroyed ballot stations, 
and opponents to the referendum boycotted the 
vote. The Spaniards declared victory because the 
Spanish courts said the vote was unconstitutional 
and cancelled the referendum.  

The Catalans tried their best to ensure the vote 
would continue. Many protected the polling stations 
by sleeping there overnight. Catalans also used 
tractors to block police from entering rural towns.

On Oct. 9, 2017, a week after the referendum, 
Catalan leader Carles Puigdemont stated his region 
had the right to secede from Spain, but they would 
not immediately push ahead with independence. 
Although Puigdemont signed a declaration of 
independence, he explained that its effect would be 
pushed back a couple of weeks to allow for discus-
sion. His speech caused lots of confusion because it 
was unclear afterward whether the Catalans declared 
true independence. The Spanish prime minister, 

Mariano Rajoy, asked the Catalan government 
to clarify if they are seceding from Spain within 
the next week.  

Pedro Sánchez, the leader of Spain’s Socialist 
party (PSOE), and Prime Minister Rajoy agreed 
there should be a discussion to examine the 
possibility of changing the way the country’s 
autonomous regions are governed. Rajoy may 
become the first Spanish Prime Minister to 
invoke Article 155, which allows the central gov-
ernment to take control of an autonomous region 
if it does not fulfill the laws and obligations 
the Spanish Constitution imposed. However, 
this could provoke unrest in Catalonia, where 
tensions still remain high as Spanish military 
and police remain stationed.  

Freshman Adriana Amatrian-Martinez, 
whose family moved from Barcelona to Los 
Gatos, shared her thoughts on the referendum. 
She said, “It is sad to see the country fighting 
and so divisive. There is a lot of pride being a 
Catalonian. But I am unsure how I feel about it.” 
(Sources: NY Times, The Guardian, BBC)

Another important historic and religious site in Jordan is the area 
surrounding the Dead Sea. The Dead Sea is located hundreds of feet 
below sea level and contains extremely high levels of salt, making it 
uninhabitable to most organisms. However, it makes up a large part 
of Jordanian tourism because of the visitors who enjoy visiting the 
beach and taking a plunge in the extremely buoyant water.

Jordan is one of the few remaining absolute monarchies in the 
world. Although it does have a representative government, most deci-
sions remain in the hands of King Abdullah II. A large purpose of this 
monarchy is to encourage nationalism and unity among Jordanians, 
given that its citizens differ not only in terms of where they live in 
Jordan, but also with regards to culture and beliefs. Despite this form 
of government, Jordanian society is open and accepting of various 
cultures and beliefs, undergoing rapid development and westernization 
over the last few decades. 

Today, the capital city of Amman serves as the social and cultural 
center of Jordan, and is often considered one of the most popular 
and socially-liberal cities in the Arab world. It is home to over four 
million residents and has an array of restaurants, retail stores, and 
supermarkets located throughout the city in large malls or in outdoor 
shopping centers, in addition to more traditional souks which sell 

items like antiques, spices, and textiles.
Jordanian food contains flavor and richness, and its influ-

ences are largely drawn from other countries in the region. 
The only official food of the country is Mansaf, which roughly 
means “large dish” in Arabic, and consists of lamb, rice, yogurt, 
pita bread, and an assortment of different spices and flavors. 

Jordan’s various historical and cultural offerings along with 
its more recent modernization make it an extremely   interesting 
country to visit and explore.
(Sources: CIA World Factbook, Encyclopedia Britannica)

Vampire hunts wreak havoc
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FREEDOM OR FALLACY?: Catalan political status is uncertain.

AN ANCIENT ADVENTURE: A walk through Petra’s ruins reveals magnificent architecture.

habitat destruction, and ocean acidification are 
constantly hindering wildlife, there are often very 
clear causes for a species’s population decline. 
However, there are rare instances where a species 
begins declining with little to no explanation. 
This is the case with these leatherback sea turtles.

In 1990, the average leatherback sea turtle 
nest hatched 74 percent of its laid eggs. Since 
then, the data has continuously followed an 
ominous trend. By 2010, the rate had decreased 
to 55 percent, which in terms of hatchlings, is a 
very dangerous figure. Because leatherback sea 
turtle eggs are extremely sensitive to temperature 
and rainfall, scientists quickly began studying 
the islands’ conditions. A study published on 
Oct. 4 analyzing temperature and precipitation 
data from the past 20 years discovered that cli-
mate change factors do not fully account for the 
decline. This left scientists baffled. 

If scientists cannot come to understand the 
reasons behind this current population decline, 
there could be catastrophic results. Leatherback 
sea turtles are regulators of oceans’ ecosystems. 
They are the largest turtles in the sea, weighing 
up to 1500 pounds, and they consume their body 
weight in jellyfish, daily. Jellyfish’s main food 
source is fish larvae, and with an increased pop-
ulation of jellyfish due to decreased predation, 
larvae might be in trouble. Therefore, without sea 
turtles keeping jellyfish populations in check, 
the ocean’s ecology could be greatly disturbed.
(Sources: Nature, Costa Rica Turtles)

Turtle populations shrink
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