
by Eden Gibson
World Editor

While massive hurricanes have decimated the South, 
flames have engulfed the Pacific Northwest. 172 fires 
have spread across the region in recent weeks, per-
petuated by blazing summer temperatures and an  
arid climate. 

Fires in Oregon and Washington are destroying forests 
up and down the Cascade Mountain Range. The Eagle 
Creek Fire is one of the largest; igniting the land around 
the Columbia River Gorge, the fiery torrent has already 
threatened more than 5,000 homes. Citizens near the 
gorge reported smoky, ash-filled skies and horrid air 
conditions. The Chetco Bar Fire, another great danger 
to citizens, has charred six houses in a nearby Oregon 
neighborhood. Meanwhile, the East Crater and Jolly 
Mountain Fires of Washington have jointly devastated 
thousands of acres of land.

more than 53 million dollars trying to control the unre-
lenting flames, approximately 20 million dollars more 
than the money they had initially set aside for the cause. 
Most of the significant fires, including the Chetco Bar, 
were sparked by lightning strikes. Others, such as the 
Eagle Creek Fire, were human caused. The recent lack 
of rain in the northwest region leaves parched land 
vulnerable to flames, sustaining the fires and helping 
them spread further. Logan Johnson, a meteorologist for 
the National Weather Service of Seattle, explained that 
the city has not seen considerable precipitation since 
the start of the summer, despite being known for heavy 
rain. The enormity of these fires has also made them 
extremely difficult to contain. While rain may eventually 
quench the flames, large storms can produce lightning 
and are capable of causing greater destruction. 

Since January, flames have ravaged a total of eight 
million acres across the United States, nearly twice 
the average for ten years. Not only has the US Forest 
Service already spent just under two billion dollars on 
fire prevention, as the fires killed nine firefighters and 
another 35 injured in the northwestern region this year, 
a testament to the vast impact these fires have had on 
the country and its citizens. While firefighters and city 
leaders fight to save homes, wildlife, and human lives, 
the great infernos of the northwest continue to rage.
(Sources: HuffPost, KGW, NY Times)
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• Trump ends 
   DACA    
• Harvey hits
   Texas

by Sam Zukin
National Editor

On Sept. 5, Attorney General Jeff Sessions announced that the 
Trump Administration will end Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA), an immigration policy established by former President Obama 
to provide a renewable two-year deferment from deportation for illegal 
immigrants who entered the country as minors. 

Sessions said that the program promotes lawbreaking and that it 
was not acceptable in the country to continue it.

“The compassionate thing is to end the lawlessness, enforce our 
laws, and, if Congress chooses to make changes to those laws, to do so 
through the process set forth by our Founders in a way that advances 
the interest of the nation,” Sessions said. 

The Obama Administration put the policy into place on June 15, 
2012, which allowed those who applied to be eligible for a work permit 
granted by the Department of Homeland Security. To be eligible for the 
program, the person has to have been under 31-years-old when the 
program was instituted, and under 16-years-old upon entrance to the 
United States. Also, they must not be convicted of any major felonies 
or serious misdemeanors, and must have other attributes of a well 
regarded citizen. By the time the Trump administration repealed the 
act, there were almost 800,000 individuals who were members of DACA. 

In 2014, President Obama attempted to expand DACA, but some 
states blocked the attempt which resulted in the Supreme Court deci-
sion United States v. Texas. This decision deadlocked at 4-4, giving 
the lower courts authority and trumping Obama’s plans. 

On June 15, 2017, John F. Kelly, the former secretary of Homeland 
Security and the current White House Chief of Staff, issued a memo-
randum rescinding the expansion of DACA.

Trump administration rescinds DACA immigration policy 

 

Because of the decision to end DACA, most of the DACA members will 
become eligible for deportation by early March. DACA members whose 
work permits expire between the decision to end DACA and Mar. 5, 
2018, have to apply for a renewal by Oct. 5, 2017.  

President Donald Trump called on Congress to act in an attempt 
to minimize harm to the DACA members. 

Intense outrage burst across the country over the decision with 
15 states already suing the federal government over the repeal. On 
California’s decision to sue, Attorney General for California Xavier 
Becerra cites the economy as a significant issue.

“It’s fully lawful, it’s totally American in its values and it’s an 

WON’T BACK DOWN: People protest Trump’s decision at Columbus Circle.

by Sami Linden
Graphics Designer

On Aug. 25, 2017, Hurricane Harvey hit 
the coast of Texas, destroying everything 
in its path. It first made landfall in Corpus 
Christi, Texas, a city along the Gulf of 
Mexico, at 9:45 PM. The storm then traveled 
inland to Houston, the largest city in Texas, 
with a population of over 2 million people. 
In total, 70 people lost their lives due to 
the storm. 

Wildfires ravage the western US

Further south, California’s La Tuna Fire rages, 
inspiring both awe and fear among local residents. 
The largest in Los Angeles history, the fire has already 
demolished 7,000 acres and continues to envelop  
surrounding territory. 

Montana has also had its fair share of destruction. 
Two wildland firefighters recently lost their lives trying 
to extinguish the state’s forests. Montana has also spent 

Hurricane Irma tears through Florida, leaving devastation
by Abbi Berry
Media Production Editor

 Hurricane Irma began its journey on Sept. 9 as a Category 5 hur-
ricane, tearing through the Caribbean Islands. Irma ripped up massive 
amounts of the islands’ vegetation, leaving places like St. Martin and 
Barbuda barren. From a satellite view, the once abundantly green 
islands are now heavily coated in brown.

As Florida braced for the worst, the state asked that over seven 
million people evacuate their homes as the 130 MPH winds and 15 foot 
storm surge wreaked havoc. Danielle Yablonka, a junior at the Design 
and Architecture Senior High in Miami, described how her family 
planned to prepare for the storm. “We are working with my dad to put 
shutters up on all of the windows. We’re moving all of the plants from 
the patio. My plan is to stay inside. All of my friends have evacuated 
from Miami Beach and Key Biscayne and are on their way to Orlando 
and anywhere as far as possible from Miami.” 

Additionally, Senior Lindsey Greenstein from Riviera Preparatory 
Schools said, “It’s pretty gloomy out and we can hear thunder, but the 
real storm should be hitting Saturday or Sunday [Sept 9]. Everyone 
is out buying water, and there are insanely long lines to get gas. My 
family went shopping a few days ago for water, food, and other supplies. 

We are also in the middle of putting up our shutters. My house is in a 
flood zone, but as of right now we are staying in it. I may end up at 
my grandparents’ house, but I am still staying in Miami.”

Hurricane Irma made landfall in Florida as a Category 4, touching 
down on the southwest coast in the Florida Keys. The hurricane caused 
major damage by lifting up jet skis and houses and leaving their 
remnants on the main highway through the southern tip of the US. 

As of Sept. 11, Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry reasoned that 
the major concern was to rescue the residents who were stuck on 
the second floor of their homes. As the storm made its way through 
central Florida, a change in its direction and momentum left Tampa 
in the wake of a Category 1 hurricane. Tampa Mayor Bob Buckhorn 
said, “Tree removal, debris — don’t want to say it’s negligible, but 
it’s manageable.” Although most of Florida expected a much harsher 
reality, the Keys were hit with the worst of it. State Governor Rick 
Scott said, “I know for our entire state, but especially the Keys, it’s 
going to be a long road.” After leaving much of the state with major 
damage and without power, the storm continued up through the US, 
affecting Georgia and South Carolina as well.

Along with major flooding throughout South Carolina and Georgia, 
the states also received tornado warnings. By Sept. 11, the hurricane 

weakened into a tropical depression, but Georgia endured almost 
ten inches of rain. The hurricane marked up a total death toll of 
about fifty people from the Caribbean Islands, across Florida, and up  
through Georgia. 
(Sources: The Verge, ABC News, NY Times, CNN, CBS News, LA Times)

unmitigated success for California’s economy and the country’s econ-
omy,” Becerra said. 

The DACA decision could also potentially hurt the economy. 
According to the Center for American Progress, the absence of DACA 
workers could lead to a decrease in the U.S. gross domestic product 
by 433 billion dollars in the upcoming ten years.  

President Trump met up with Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, and House of Rep. Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi on Sept. 
13 in order to discuss how Congress will protect young illegal 
immigrants from deportation along with a border security package. 
According to the Chicago Tribune, Schumer discussed a proposed bill 
during the meeting that would carve a path towards citizenship. A 
lot of negotiating is still in place over how to address the problem  
facing immigration. 
(Sources: Immigration Equality, Newsweek, DHS, NILC, POLITIFACT, 
Washington Examiner, LA Times, CNBC, NY Times)

Initially, scientists graded Hurricane 
Harvey as a category 4 hurricane. This type 
of storm includes wind speeds of 130 to 156 
miles per hour and can cause catastrophic 
damage. On Aug. 26, Harvey lost strength 
and transitioned into a tropical storm, with 
winds of 39 to 73 miles per hour. After that, 
it changed to a tropical depression, and the 
wind speeds stayed under 39 miles per hour. 

Houston, Texas, suffered the most 
damage. When the storm hit, some areas 
received over 50 inches of rain, a record 
breaking amount. As a result, flooding 
occurred throughout the city, and many 
residents needed to evacuate, leaving 

BURNING UP: Fires run rampant near the city of Los Angeles.

their homes and belongings behind in the 
destruction. Search and rescue teams, the 
United States Coast Guard, and volunteers 
from organizations such as the Red Cross 
came to help the victims. Those displaced 
from their homes moved to emergency 
shelters for relief. 

Two weeks after the storm, most flooded 
structures that are still standing have dried 
out. Although the flooding is under control, 
the cities and residents affected still face 
many problems. Intense flooding has left 
behind mold and mildew in buildings and 
houses that survived the strong winds and 
rains. Additionally, rubble from buildings 
that were destroyed are strewn about cities. 
Contents from inside homes also spilled out 
into driveways, yards, and streets during 
the floods. 

Celebrities and politicians have been 
donating to the cause in order to aid vic-
tims in their recovery. Former presidents 
Jimmy Carter, George H.W. Bush, George W. 
Bush, Bill Clinton, and Barack Obama have 
teamed up to start One American Appeal, a 
fundraising campaign. 

Kevin Hart started the Hurricane Harvey 
Relief Challenge by donating $50,000. 
Dwayne Johnson, Justin Timberlake, and 
other celebrities followed him by doing the 
same. These are not the only people helping 
with the recovery, as many civilians from 
across the country have also been volun-
teering and donating money to help those 
affected return to their normal lives. 
(Sources: NYTimes, NOAA, NASA, CNN, CNBC) 

GOOD SAM: A National Guardsman helps a citizen.
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STATE OF EMERGENCY: Hurricane Irma nears the contiguous United States.

FIRESTARTER: A firefighter helps end the Chetco Bar Fire in OR.
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STRIKING BACK: Protestors attempt to change Trump’s decision outside Trump Tower. 
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Harvey floods Houston


