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by John Field
Editorial Editor

SpaceX’s Falcon Heavy rocket took flight on Feb. 6, becoming 
the world’s most powerful operational rocket by carrying the most 
mass to orbit since the Saturn V rocket’s retirement in 1973. Falcon 
Heavy’s 27 engines provide five million pounds of thrust, enough to 
carry 141,000 pounds, or the equivalent of a fully loaded Boeing 737, 
into orbit around the Earth. This staggering payload is more than 2.5 
times that of the space shuttles’ and overpowers the competitor rocket 
Delta IV Heavy by nearly the same amount – at one third of the price.

With a launch window ending at 4PM Eastern time, it seemed that 
the flight would be delayed to the next day after high wind speeds 
continually pushed back the launch until 3:45PM. However, at 3:44PM, 
the flight computer took control of the countdown – the weather was 
favorable. Seconds before liftoff, massive plumes of smoke jetted from 
the sides as engines started and an orange glow appeared deep within 
the clouds. The supporting tower fell away, and Falcon Heavy flew, 
roaring and crackling over Cape Canaveral.

As the soaring rocket broke the sound barrier and passed the point 
maximum air pressure, fears of failure dropped. When the two side 
boosters, reused Falcon 9 rockets attached to the strengthened center 
core, emptied their fuel tanks, they decoupled, falling back towards 
the ocean. Instead of discarding them, however, SpaceX landed them 
upright. The two boosters shot towards their landing pads in perfect 
sync, firing their engines and touching down simultaneously. 

Shortly after, the center core dropped off as well, though it missed 
its drone ship and plunged into the ocean at 300 miles per hour after 
two of the three required engines for landing failed to restart. Once the 
second stage successfully reached space, the protective aerodynamic 
fairing separated, exposing the Heavy’s payload to open space.

Maiden flights of new rockets typically never carry a satellite due 
to high failure rates; instead, companies use a dummy payload. Musk 
decided to place his own personal cherry red Tesla Roadster inside the 

SpaceX’s Falcon Heavy successfully puts a Tesla into orbit
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by Sam Zukin
National Editor

On Fri., Feb. 2, the House Intelligence Committee released the 
Nunes Memo, a four page memorandum written by staff members 
of Rep. Devin Nunes (R-CA), to the public. The memo discusses the 
supposed bias by the FBI into the alleged meddling by Russia in the 
2016 Presidential Election. President Trump approved the declassified 
memo before its release, citing that it would shed light on the alleged 
false accusations of his campaign colluding with Russia. The decision 
to release the memo was lambasted by Democrats and the Justice 
Department as they thought it would be reckless to release that type 
of classified information to the public. They also thought it was a way 
to undermine the investigation into Russian interference in the 2016 
Presidential Election.

Christopher Steele, a former M16 agent and a founding director of 
Orbis Intelligence, a private intelligence firm, started writing a dossier 
about Trump and his business ties to Russia in mid-2016. The dossier 
had incriminating information on Carter Page, an American petroleum 
industry consultant whom Trump named in 2016 in a Washington Post 
interview as a member of his foreign policy team. 

Page then visited Moscow to give a lecture on the future economy 
and allegedly criticized US policy as being too harsh towards Russia. 
According to one of Steele’s sources, Page allegedly met up with the 
chief executive of the energy firm Rosneft and an official from the 
Kremlin who has ties to Russian president Vladimir Putin. Page denies 
meeting with the chief executive, but the dossier also discusses that 
Page had compromising information on then Presidential Democratic 
nominee Hillary Clinton.

Later that year, Page left the campaign, but using the Trump dossier 
written by Steele, the FBI decided to initiate a Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act (FISA) warrant in order to wiretap Page about the 
alleged conversations with Russia. The warrant, which could be in use 
for 90 days, was renewed and approved by former FBI Director James 
B. Comey three times and deputy FBI director Andrew McCabe once. 
The dossier was minimally corroborated including an uncorroborated 
Yahoo news article. After a Mother Jones article notified the public of 
the existence of the dossier, the FBI ended its relationship with Steele. 

Nunes believed that he needed to release the memo for the purpose 
of notifying the American people. “I have an obligation to the American 
people when we see FISA abuse,” Nunes said. “These are secret courts 
that exist to target for foreigners, for catching terrorists, for catching 

Committee release of Nunes Memo results in harsh backlash

people who might be bad actors and the American citizens that are 
represented before this court have to be protected, and the only place 
that can protect them is the US Congress when abuses do occur.”

The memo also accused the Democratic National Committee of 
funding Steele’s investigation. After the release, the FBI delivered 
their misgivings about it citing that “There are still grave concerns 
about this memo.”

Rep Adam Schiff (D-CA), who serves as the Ranking Member for 
the House Intelligence Committee, opposes the memo and calls it 
misleading. He plans to release a Democratic response to the memo, 
but President Trump refused to declassify it unless it makes significant 
changes as he deems it too political. Schiff criticized his decision, as 
he believes Trump is putting party before national security concern. 
(Sources: NY Times, Washington Post, Just Security, Washington 
Examiner, The Week) SEARCH AND SEIZURE: The FBI utilized its headquarters to help obtain a FISA for Page.

TROUBLE IN MOSCOW: Page allegedly met with Russian oil CEO Igor Sechin in Moscow. 

by Lauren Sanders
Editor-in-Chief

On Feb. 8, the Dow Jones Industrial Average 
dropped over 1,000 points in the wake of a 1,100-
point drop on Feb. 5, amounting to a ten percent 
drop from its 52-week high.

The market’s dive on Feb. 5 occured simultane-
ously with a drop in the cryptocurrency market. 
Due to fear of regulation, Bitcoin dropped to below 
7,000 dollars on Feb. 5 when the Dow plunged, 
but bounced to 8219.12 dollars by Feb. 7 – a 6.08 
percent increase in a 24-hour window despite the 
additional 1,000-point drop in the market. 

Congress proposes new deal 
by Gabrielle Pollock
Culture Editor

Early in the morning on Feb. 8, President Trump 
signed a major two-year budget deal. The agreement 
includes increases in domestic and military spending 
programs. Proposed by Senate leaders on Feb. 7, the 
budget plan specifically places a cap of 300 billion 
dollars, with 165 billion dollars going to the Penta-
gon and 131 billion dollars to non-defense programs.      

Along with the budget agreement, Trump’s sig-
nature on the bill allowed the federal government 
to reopen after a short shutdown.

Additional spending will be put towards various 
other programs, such as 10 billion dollars to invest 
in infrastructure, 3 billion dollars to combat opioid 
and substance abuse, and 2.9 billion dollars for child 
care. Authorizing nearly 90 billion dollars more in 
aid for last year’s string of natural disasters, the 
plan will also raise the debt ceiling. Discretionary 
spending will increase by 21 percent over existing 
budget caps.

After signing the agreement, Trump stated, “The 
Budget Agreement today is so important for our 

This relief rally in the rebounding crypto 
market is likely a result of the joint hearing on 
Feb. 6 between the Commodities and Future Trad-
ing Commission and the US Securities Exchange 
Commission that acknowledged the importance 
of virtual currencies in the modern economy. 
Jay Clayton, the chairman of the US Securities 
and Exchange Commission, offered an outlook 
of compromise that would stimulate progress 
and simultaneously work in the best interest 
of investors: “We should embrace the pursuit of 
technological advancement, as well as new and 
innovative techniques for capital raising, but not 

great Military... It ends the dangerous sequester 
and gives Secretary Mattis what he needs to keep 
America Great. Republicans and Democrats must 
support our troops and support this bill!” 

The legislation passed through Congress after 
opposition delayed or threatened its passage in 
both chambers. Shortly before 2AM, the Senate 
approved the measure 71 to 28. Then around 
5:30AM, the House followed the Senate, passing 
the bill with a vote of 240 to 186. However, the 
House barely passed the plan after House Dem-
ocrats threatened to bring the agreement down 
since the bill did nothing to protect young undoc-
umented citizens known as Dreamers. 

Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi declared to the 
House Democrats that she would not support the 
deal. Stating that the Democrats would have an 
advantage if they remained united and demanded 
a debate on immigration legislation. 

With further opposition to the budget plan, 
Pelosi and the next two highest-ranking House 
Democrats sent a letter expressing their concerns. 
The letter involved worries about the government 
remaining open and urging Mr. Ryan to make a 
public statement about scheduling to vote on a 
legislation that will protect young undocumented 
immigrants. It stated: “Most of our members 
believe the budget agreement is a reasonable 
compromise to address America’s military strength 
and critical domestic priorities... We are writing 
to again reiterate our request that you make a 
public statement regarding the scheduling of a 
vote on a DACA bill.” 

With the budget agreement passed, there is 
still concern as to how it will benefit the country, 
and House Democrats still have qualms about when 
the DACA bill will be addressed. 
(Sources: CNBC, NY Times, Washington Post 
and Forbes)

DEAL OR NO DEAL: Congress cooperates on budget to avoid shutdown.

Dow Jones index oscillates
at the expense of the principles undermining our 
well-founded and proven approach to protecting 
investors and markets,” Clayton stated.

In terms of the Dow Jones Index, analysts agree 
that there has been no specific headline that gal-
vanized investors to incite the market’s fall; rather, 
investors may be predicting that the US Federal 
Reserve System will hike up interest rates in the 
wake of January’s record rate of wage increases. 
Tracie McMillion, head of Global Asset Allocation 
Strategy of Wells Fargo Investment Institute, 
observed that “as we continue to add to the deficit, 
first with taxes, now with increased spending, and 
possibly with infrastructure spending, it adds up to 
better growth and higher GDP, but also potentially 
higher rates from the Federal Reserve.”

The volatility of the stock market is similarly 
reflected in the S&P 500 Index, which saw a 3.7 
percent drop by Thurs., Feb. 8, and recorded 32 
52-week lows with no 52-week highs. The Cboe 
Volatility Index increased from roughly 14 in the 
beginning of February to over 50 on Feb. 6, reaching 
roughly three times the average level of the last year 
and leaving many investors in positions where effi-
cient trades are necessary. Thurs., Feb. 8, featured 
a strong volume of trade with around 10.6 billion 
shares traded in US stock exchanges, exceeding the 
8.2 billion daily average of the last 20 sessions.
(Sources: Reuters, The Wall Street Journal, NBC 
and CoinTelegraph)

HIGHS AND LOWS: The SEC is responsible for the nation’s stocks.

BLAST OFF: SpaceX’s Falcon Heavy lifts off as the most powerful rocket in operation. 
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rocket with a mannequin wearing a spacesuit sitting in the driver’s 
seat. Cameras live-streamed the view from the Tesla for nearly five 
hours, providing stunning views of the Earth behind Musk’s car.

After several hours, the second stage of the rocket fired up again, 
pushing the Roadster into a wider orbit around Earth – this would take 
it through the Van Allen radiation belts of Earth, which was another 
point of uncertainty. After coasting through the belts, however, the 
engines restarted perfectly, putting the Tesla in an orbit around the 
sun that will, in the course of many months, take it past the orbit of 
Mars – a red car for the red planet.
(Sources: The Verge, SpaceX, Forbes)

TELL ALL: Tracie McMillion shares her advice on the stock market.

CELESTIAL SAILOR: Musk’s Tesla floats through space as it leaves planet Earth forever. 
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