
by Connor Holland
Media Production Editor

Coastal wetlands differ greatly in topography, 
climate, and a myriad of other characteristics. With 
so many variables, it is hard to imagine there are 
any strong constants throughout every different 
type of wetland. But despite the seeming diversity, 
ecologist Lisamarie Windham-Myers has discovered 
one utterly important consistency among this 
biome. Blue carbon, or the volume of carbon stored 
in coastal ecosystems’ soil, is directly related to 
soil density. Windham-Myers hopes her findings 
will more accurately gauge the natural services of 
wetlands and inform the public on the potential 
dangers of destroying these coastal ecosystems.  
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•Court aids  
  DACA effort
•Couple keeps  
  kids captive

by John Field
Editorial Editor

Judge William Alsup of the 9th US Circuit Court of Appeals issued 
a partial repeal of Trump’s plan to end DACA, or Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, in early January. Trump announced in September 
that he would repeal DACA, which provides protections and work 
permits to around 700,000 immigrants who arrived in the United 
States illegally as minors, ending the policy completely in March. 
The immigrants whose status expires before then could renew their 
protection, but after March the administration would receive no more 
renewals. Judge Alsup’s decision now forces the administration to 
continue reviewing DACA renewal applications. The government will 
not accept applications for those who never received DACA protections.

The 9th US Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco made the 
decision, where Alsup ruled in favor of the the University of California, 
which sued the Trump administration for the DACA repeal. The liber-
al-leaning court has previously blocked many of Trump’s travel bans 
earlier in his presidency. The Trump administration strongly disagreed 
with the DACA decision, and Trump tweeted that this is an example 
of the broken court system, evidenced by how “the opposing side in a 
case (such as DACA) always runs to the 9th Circuit and almost always 
wins before being reversed by higher courts.” 

US Attorney General Jeff Sessions said that “it defies both law and 
common sense for DACA — an entirely discretionary non-enforcement 
policy that was implemented unilaterally by the last administration 
after Congress rejected similar legislative proposals and courts invali-
dated the similar DAPA policy — to somehow be mandated nationwide 
by a single district court in San Francisco.” The Department of Justice 
plans to appeal the case to the US Supreme Court.

The White House says it will accept a legislative equivalent of DACA 
if Democrats and Republicans can agree upon a solution. However, 
DACA is one of many issues tied to the budget bill, and the govern-
ment failed to approve a budget before its Jan. 19 deadline, causing 
the government to shut down. On Jan. 22, the government reopened 
for three weeks under the agreement that Senate Republicans would 
take immigration into fair consideration for the budget.
Democrats say they will not vote for a spending bill that doesn’t include 

Court decision partially rescinds DACA’s discontinuation

by Andy Braham
World Editor

Over 25 states have already legalized the use of 
marijuana for medical or recreational purposes, but 
under federal law, marijuana still remains schedule 
one drug, making it illegal for any purpose. On Jan. 
4, US Attorney General Jeff Sessions rescinded an 
Obama-era Department of Justice (DOJ) regulation 
that deprioritized enforcement of marijuana crimes 
by federal agents in states that had legalized mar-
ijuana for medical or recreational consumption. 

 In 1996, the state of California legalized mari-
juana for medical use under Proposition 215, becom-
ing the first state to do so. Following California, 
about a dozen states legalized medical marijuana by 
2006. Washington and Colorado also approved voter 
initiatives to legalize recreational cannabis in 2012, 
and other states soon followed. 

DOJ invalidates Cole Memo Ecologists study blue carbon 

    Windham-Myers, part of the US Geological 
Survey in Menlo Park, California, has taken on 
a NASA-funded three-year and 1.5 million dollar 
study of coastal carbon. She and her team of soil 
experts collected 1,900 samples from wetlands 
across the United States, analyzing their carbon 

Turpin couple keeps their 13 children hostage in home
by Tatum Jenkins
Humor Editor

Police arrested David and Louise Turpin on Jan. 14 after discovering 
they were holding their 13 children, ranging in age from two to 29, 
captive in their house in Perris, California. Some of them were chained 
to beds. Their 17-year-old daughter escaped from the house through a 
window and utilized a deactivated cell phone she found in the house to 
call 911 to alert police of the situation. According to law enforcement 
officials, the parents gave the children one rationed meal a day and 
allowed them to shower twice a year. The authorities charged the couple 
with child endangerment and torture and, at their court hearing, they 
pleaded not guilty. Bail is set at $9 million for each of them.

Before this incident, no neighbors or acquaintances noticed that 
anything was wrong. From their seemingly bliss-filled Facebook posts 
from birthday parties and trips to Disneyland, the Turpins gave off 
the illusion that they were a normal family. The state even gave them 
approval to run a private school from their house, which had six 
students attending this year. 

According to court documents from when the couple filed for 
bankruptcy in 2011, Mr. Turpin worked as an engineer and Mrs. Turpin 
labeled herself as a “homemaker.” Neighbors viewed the Turpins as 
a typical suburban family, though they did note they didn’t see the 
Turpin kids very often. A neighbor, Andria Valdez, compared them to 
the vampire family in Twilight and remarked, “They only came out at 
night. They were really, really pale.”

When authorities entered their residence, they saw living condi-
tions that completely contradicted the family’s happy online image. 
They found the malnourished children in a dirty, foul-smelling envi-
ronment and thought they were all minors at first glance. Seven of 
them are adults, but lack the of resources in captivity made them 
appear younger than their true ages. Doctors are now treating them 
for malnourishment at the Corona Regional Medical Center in Corona, 
California, and the Riverside University Health System Medical Center 
in Moreno Valley, California.

Neighbors and other family members have expressed disturbance 
upon hearing the news of these events. Teresa Robinette, Louise 
Turpin’s sister, commented, “We always thought she was living the 
perfect life. She would tell us they went to Disneyland all the time; 
they would go to Vegas.” Families that lived in the surrounding area 
are also stunned by the revelation of the Turpins’ internal chaos. 
Roberto Reyes, one of the neighbors of the Turpins, said of the family, 
“They look pretty normal. Pretty normal house, they have nice cars. 
It’s just an appearance.”

For now, the police continue to investigate the situation, and they 
will further progress in the coming weeks following a court hearing.
(Sources: CNN, NY Times, NBC News, Washington Post, BBC News)

a pathway to citizenship for the 700,000 DACA recipients, though 
Republican leaders are confident that a spending bill will pass. Speaker 
of the House Paul Ryan says that a short-term funding extension could 
give legislators more time to make a solution. 
(Sources: ABC News, CNN, NBC, NPR)

During these  changes in state law, the Clinton, 
Bush, and Obama administrations oversaw the 
prosecution of hundreds of marijuana growers and 
distributors who broke federal law, even though they 

content. Her discovery intrigued many pundits. 
Stephen Crooks, an independent geomorphologist 
in San Francisco, commented on the carbon data 
saying, “It’s almost like a universal constant.” This 
“universal constant” will enable policymakers and 
ecologists to better estimate the amount of carbon 
stored in a given wetland; they can then make more 
educated land management decisions. 

With more accurate blue carbon estimates, 
scientists can determine how much greenhouse gas 
escapes into the atmosphere with wetland destruc-
tion. Developers destroy about 800,000 hectares of 
coastal wetlands each year. Due to this, it releases 
500 million tonnes of carbon dioxide into the atmo-
sphere. Windham-Myers hopes that the new tools 
provided by her study can help mitigate wetland 
degradation. 

Finally, these new carbon estimates are spurring 
wetland restorations. In a voluntary carbon market, 
companies can legally offset their emissions by 
funding conservation projects. The amount of carbon 
dioxide these restoration projects remove from the 
atmosphere can be precisely measured now, and 
companies can pay sums that truly offsets their 
pollution. John Rybczyk, a wetlands ecologist at 
Western Washington University in Bellingham states, 
“You aren’t going to change the carbon balance of 
the globe doing that, but you can use it as another 
tool to fund some of the restoration projects.” 
Clearly, Windham-Myer’s blue-carbon discovery is 
invaluable to ecologists like Rybczyk and will con-
tinue to improve wetland management.   
(Sources: Nature, Climate Corporation)

NATURAL WONDER: Ecologists collected soil samples from wetlands.
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were following state marijuana laws. During the 
first five years of the Obama administration, the 
DOJ oversaw the largest number of dispensary raids 
of any administration. Responding to public crit-
icism and the fact that the number of marijuana 
dispensaries was growing, former Attorney General 
Eric Holder issued a series of memos signaling a 
new outlook on federal marijuana policy enforce-
ment. The documents, named the “Cole Memos,” 
did not change the federal marijuana policy that 
still classifies marijuana alongside heroin; instead 
they signaled federal prosecutors to de-prioritizes 
marijuana cases. 

With Sessions’ change of internal policy, the 
DOJ could start to crackdown on new marijuana 
shops. Many believe this decision is entirely sym-
bolic, as the yearly budget for the DEA, the federal 
agency that would enforce the laws, would not 
even be able to shut down all the dispensaries in 
the Los Angeles. The government estimated that 
there are more medical marijuana dispensaries 
than McDonald’s and Starbucks restaurants com-
bined in California, and over one thousand in Los 
Angeles alone.

Jeff Sessions’ decision to revoke the Cole 
Memos has received the ire of many politicians 
from both sides of the aisle, particularly senators 
that have legalized marijuana. Both Democrat 
Elizabeth Warren from Massachusetts and Repub-
lican Cory Gardner from Colorado have criticized 
Sessions, pushing instead for legislation that 
protects the right of states to regulate marijuana. 
(Sources: ABC, NBC, CBS, Fox News)

POWER TO STATES: Numerous senators reject Sessions’ revocation.
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DECISIVE ACTION: The 9th US Circuit Court of Appeals partially repealed ending DACA. 

BIPARTISAN BREAKDOWN: The DACA conundrum led to a brief government shutdown.
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JUSTICE SERVED: David and Louise Turpin pleaded guilty to torture and child endangerment.
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MISLEADING FACADES: The couple posted pictures of Disneyland to hide their secret.
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