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by Cole van Miltenburg
Editor-in-Chief

Conservatives and Democrats in Congress are arguing over a new 
bill which proposes significant tax cuts, among other major changes 
that will significantly impact the American economy. The Senate 
GOP bill, entitled the “Tax Cuts and Jobs Act,” aims to cut taxes on 
businesses while also reallocating federal funds from public services 
like healthcare and infrastructure. This would be the largest proposed 
change to the US Tax Code in 30 years.

President Trump is an avid supporter of the bill and is making des-
perate efforts to push it through the Republican-dominated Congress. 
In a Nov. 29 speech in Missouri, he said the Republicans will pass a bill 
that “will be really, really special [and that] we are going to be saying 
Merry Christmas again, with a big, beautiful tax cut.” 

If the bill passes through Congress, tax rates for corporations would 
fall from 35 percent to 20 percent beginning in 2019, and companies 
could bring overseas funds back to the US at an even lower rate. 
Instead of facing taxes on worldwide business deals, big companies will 
primarily face them only on their business within the US.

The bill also shifts tax brackets, and it reduces tax rates overall 
for most Americans. High-income taxpayers would experience a higher 
proportional tax break than middle or lower class Americans, which 
many Democrats fear will widen the gap of wealth inequality in the US.

Congress would remove the individual healthcare insurance mandate 
under the Senate version of the bill, meaning that the government 
could no longer force Americans to pay a penalty if they do not have 
health insurance. The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) estimates 
that this will cause premiums to rise about 10 percent and that about 
13 million Americans would drop their healthcare coverage by 2027.

Many more smaller changes come with the bill, such as increased 
access to oil drilling in some areas of Alaska and a yearly tax on the 
endowments of some universities. Members of the GOP agreed on many 
of these small additions to the tax bill to appease certain Republicans 
and encourage them to pass the bill through Congress.

In the Senate, no Democrats voted for the bill, but Republican 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell was able to gather the 51 votes needed 
for it to pass; only one Republican, Bob Corker of Tennessee, voted 
against the bill. Now, the Senate and House are rushing to reach a 
compromise after each passing their own version of the bill. Both sides 
of the political spectrum feared a government shutdown as the federal 
budget expired on Dec. 8. However, Republicans drafted a short-term 
bill to extend the federal budget by two weeks, which Congress passed 
one day before the expiration date.

Although Conservatives and Democrats in the House disagree with 
different aspects of the new tax bill, GOP leaders are hopeful that it 
will be passed by the end of the month for President Trump to approve.

Democrats and Republicans battle over the new tax bill
(Sources: The Washington Post, US News and World Report, The Wash-
ington Examiner, NY Times)

•Utah parks 
  are at stake
•Congress  
  debates bill     

by Connor Holland
Media Production Editor

On Dec. 4, President Trump outlined his plans that drastically 
reduce the size of protected lands in southern Utah. The two mon-
uments Bears Ears and Grand Staircase Escalante will lose 85 and 46 
percent of their acreage, respectively. Trump argues that freeing up 
public land will create many economic opportunities; each monument 
is rich in natural resources, and the oil and mining available makes a 
compelling argument for privatizing the land. Additionally, President 
Barack Obama formed Bears Ears in late 2016, and Trump’s reductions 
are symbolic of his goal to reverse many of the Obama-era’s land 
protection policies. 

With the new monument boundaries, Bears Ears faces a long road of 
challenges ahead. This park, unlike Grand Staircase Escalante, is mostly 
known for its rich Native American archeology. Recently, the sharp 
increase of park goers affect the many Navajo relics throughout the 
park. The loss of federal support will exacerbate the issue. Even while 
the park has had its dutiful rangers in place, there have been several 
instances where tourists have disrespected Native American culture; 
this lack of respects ranges from four-wheeling through sacred burial 
grounds to burning century-old Navajo Hogans as firewood. Without 
federal protection, preserving the history throughout the monument 
will be difficult.

The natural environment surrounding Grand Staircase Escalante, 
and the park itself, have a unique set of tribulations ahead. This 
monument has been in use for over 20 years, and concerned citizens 
question how this sharp land reduction will affect local economies. 
Tourism annually pumps 78 million dollars into the nearby communi-
ties, and there is no doubt that the park’s decrease in size could put 
that sorely needed money in jeopardy. However, some argue that the 
monument has depleted jobs in the natural resources sector and hurt 
the communities surrounding the monument. 

Now that much of this land will lose federal protection, there 
are rumors of officials reinvigorating old oil drilling rigs and mines 
to capitalize on abundant natural resources. However, re-installing 
these jobs comes with an exorbitant price. A big pull for visitors of 
this monument is its beautiful landscapes, and the addition of mines 
and large oil pumps sprinkled throughout will degrade their beauty. 
Industrial projects like these will also harm the park’s wildlife, specif-

President Trump downsizes Utah national monuments

ically the threatened and endangered species that use these protected 
lands as a refuge. 

Outdoor retailers, such as Patagonia and Northface, are leading 
the fight against President Trump’s executive order. Patagonia filed 
a federal lawsuit following Trump’s announcement in Salt Lake City. 
Their legal argument is, under the Antiquities Act, the president has 
the authority to designate national landmarks, but he does not have 
the jurisdiction to cut down previously existing monuments. Legal 
experts debate this aspect of the Antiquities Act for years and remains 
controversial. If Patagonia wins in court, this case could serve as a 
landmark for future presidents, and the authority they hold under 
the Antiquities Act. 
(Sources: NY Times, National Geographic, Time) NATURAL BEAUTY: Trump will decrease the size of the Bears Ears National Monument in Utah.

THRILLING VIEWS: Trump will also shrink the size of the Grand Staircase National Monument.

by John Field
Editorial Editor

Six fires are burning in Southern California, 
including one in the heart of LA. The largest fire is 
the 230,000 acre Thomas fire which has destroyed 
nearly 800 buildings in and around Ventura, 
including a mental health institution. The fire 
forced the evacuation of around 88,000 people and 
indirectly killed one person; a 70-year-old died in 
a car crash during evacuations. As of Dec. 11, it 
was only 15 percent contained and spanned to the 
Pacific Coast. The smoke plumes from the fire could 
be seen from large distances away, including even 
from the International Space Station.

Michael Flynn pleads guilty 
by Henry Lamb
News Editor

The probe investigating links between Russia 
and the Trump administration made headlines when 
Michael Flynn pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI 
on Dec. 1. Flynn, Donald Trump’s former National 
Security Advisor, is the first senior White House 
official to face charges in the investigation led by 
Robert Mueller.

Flynn admitted to lying to the FBI when it 
questioned him about discussions he had with the 
Russian ambassador Sergey Kislyak last December. 
The conversations reportedly revolved around for-
eign policy plans before Trump took office. Flynn 
agreed to the cooperation deal with the special 
counsel, the lawyer appointed to investigate this 
case of misconduct.

The latest development marks a significant step 
in the special counsel’s inquiry as Mueller appears 
to be moving up the ladder. Last month, Mueller 
announced charges against three associates of the 
Trump administration and campaign, including his 
former campaign chairman Paul Manafort. The other 
two charged were Rick Gates, a Trump campaign 

A fire in Bel-Air known as the Skirball fire 
reached 422 acres as of Dec. 10, causing people 
to evacuate 700 homes. Although smaller than 
the other three fires, it was just as threatening 
due to its location in such a densely populated 
area. It temporarily closed the 405, but author-
ities lifted the closure at a later period. Due to 
the fire, power at UCLA went out, and students 
received masks to protect them from the large 
quantities of smoke. Fortunately, the Skirball 
fire was 85 percent contained as of Dec. 11, and 
the lack of damage at the time was “miracu-

advisor, and George Papadopoulos, a former Foreign 
Policy Advisor who also plead guilty to lying to 
the FBI. Mueller’s strategy appears to focus on 
pressuring lower level staffers with charges so 
that they provide evidence on higher level staffers.

These charges also raise questions about claims 
that the administration was unaware of Flynn’s 
wrongdoings. Flynn released documents as a part 
of his plea agreement reveal that an unnamed 
senior official and a “very senior” official of the 
Trump administration were indeed aware and coor-
dinated Flynn’s discussions with Russian officials. 
Many have speculated that the officials to whom 
the documents refer are Jared Kushner, Trump’s 
son-in-law, and Deputy National Security Advisor 
K.T. McFarland.

Flynn’s misconduct also sheds new light on 
possible motivations for Trump’s firing of the 
former FBI director James Comey. Trump initially 
claimed that he asked Flynn to resign over a 
lack of trust. The same day of the resignation, 
Trump met with Comey and asked the former 
FBI director to drop the investigation. However, 
Trump tweeted following the announcement of the 
Flynn charges that he fired Flynn because he lied 
to the FBI. Many Trump critics have called this 
an admission to obstruction of justice. Trump’s 
lawyer later claimed that he had actually written 
the tweet and went on to argue that “the President 
cannot obstruct justice because he is the chief 
law enforcement officer (under the Constitution’s 
Article II) and has every right to express his view 
of any case.”

None of this provides evidence that Trump 
himself colluded with the Russian govern-
ment, but nothing is for certain as Mueller still 
pushes forward with his investigation into every  
possible connection.
(Sources: CNN, NY Times)

INDICTED: Michael Flynn pleads guilty to multiple charges to FBI.

Fires tear through SoCal 
lous,” according to officials. Only 6 houses burned. 
      The Creek fire, located in Sylmar, which is north 
of Los Angeles, caused the most evacuations at 
150,000 people. It has burned 15,600 acres and at 
least 120 structures. At 95 percent containment on 
Dec. 11, the fire is nearly under control.

The Rye fire is burning 6,000 acres in Santa 
Clarita and is 93 percent contained as of Dec. 11. It 
briefly caused the closure of I-5 at 126 on Dec. 5, 
but the interstate has since reopened. Authorities 
lifted evacuations for the area on Dec. 7.

On Dec. 7, the Lilac fire started burning in San 
Diego County, burning 3,000 acres in just several 
hours. As of Dec. 11, the fire burned 4,100 acres and 
100 homes and is 80 percent contained.

A minor fire known as the Liberty fire burned 
300 acres in Riverside, though firefighters quickly 
contained and only destroyed one structure.

The six fires have cumulatively caused hundreds 
of schools to close and around 250,000 people to 
evacuate, though many returned home afterwards. 
To aid the firefighting effort, other states provided 
over 300 engines.

Although higher winds of up to 80 mph were 
expected on the night of Dec. 6, the wind speeds 
were below expected, which aided the firefighters. 
The strong winds of this time of year, known as 
Santa Ana winds, are regular, but fires this large 
in December are unusual. While the winds are one 
reason for the severity of the fires, the large amount 
of dry fuel is another. Rainfall is far more scarce 
than usual—typically, by December, there has been 
enough water on the dry brush to lower the fire risk.

The situation is similar to Northern California’s 
fire earlier in the year, where fast winds and large 
amounts of dry fuel led to the devastation and 
destruction of Santa Rosa in the 110,000 acre 
Tubbs fire. 
(Sources: CNN, NY Times, LA Times)

DEADLY SIGHT: Fires in Southern California devastate communities.
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THE GREAT DEBATERS: The House and Senate discuss the myriad of provisions in the bill.
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