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      As of spring 2017, both students and faculty at 
LGHS took note of the new construction project on 
campus. Although it has disrupted space and park-
ing on campus, it will bring tremendous benefits 
and opportunities to the school. The construction 
took off with a strong start, and workers had the 
foundation of the building completed before the 
end of last school year. Over the summer, they 
began the next step of the building: framing. 
     By the first day of school in August, the work-
ers had made significant progress and the metal 
framing stood out against the rest of the school. 
The framing started the base of the multiple floors 
of the building, and the project will continue 
throughout the year. The construction is on target 
so far, and representatives meet weekly to discuss 
its status. 
     The structure will provide a brand new area 
for all music classes. This includes choir, music 
theory, band, and more. The drama department 
will then use the old music building. The school 
will repurpose existing classrooms as storage areas 
and areas for set building. In addition, a new 
“black box” theater will be added to the drama 
department. A second theater is a huge addition 
for the department and will allow for additional 
and smaller shows. 
       The new building will not only provide space 
for music classes, but it will also include ten class-
rooms available to all subjects. These classrooms will 
promote innovative, “twenty-first century” learning 
styles. This includes new classroom equipment and 
supplies and a place where teachers can test new 
styles. As of this year, the administration has not 

by Eden Gibson
World Editor 

While September precipitates a rush of back-
to-school excitement, the start of the school year 
also signifies hardship and stress for many families, 
a problem Cityteam, an organization based in San 
Jose, hopes to address. 

A non-profit since 1957, Cityteam works to 
distribute resources to families in low-income com-
munities and empower those trapped in the cycle 
of poverty. Its members and volunteers strive to 
transform lives by providing hard-working fami-
lies in Santa Clara County with basic necessities, 
giving them the hope and strength to overcome 
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An epic heat wave smashed through the Bay 
Area during Labor Day Weekend and brought 
several record high temperatures to some cities. 
While the region generally remains cool due to 
its proximity to the ocean, even coastal cities 
registered temperatures in the triple digits.  

San Francisco broke several unexpected 
records. The city reached a temperature of 106 
degrees, which passed the previous all-time 
high of 103 degrees set in 2000. It was the first 
time San Francisco had consecutive days where 
the temperature was in triple digits since the 
temperature highs were first recorded in 1874.  

Santa Cruz’s previous record temperature of 
102 degrees set in 1955 was passed by a new high 

Heat wave hits the Bay Area

Town approves of North 40

by Lauren Sanders
Editor-in-Chief

While most headlines about Hurricane Harvey 
speak of the storm’s devastating impact on Texas, 
this hurricane also left its mark on California in 
the form of an influx of domestic animals to the 
Bay Area, erratic weather patterns, and increased 
gasoline prices.

In the midst of the chaos of one of the most 
impactful hurricanes since Hurricane Katrina, Texas 
residents found the time to rescue homeless ani-
mals in Houston and send them on a jet to the San 
Francisco Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals. San Francisco has found safe shelters for 
over 50 dogs and 20 cats from Houston, and they all 
await adoption. While rescuing these animals from 
the ramifications of the storm was the overarching 
goal of the project, the removal of homeless animals 
from Houston actually helps pets and their owners 

California feels the unexpected effects of Hurricane Harvey 

relocate each other if they have been separated by 
the hurricane. The spokesperson of San Francisco 
SPCA, Suzanne Hollis, explained that “[the SPCA] 
knows that one of the most important things is that 
people be reunited with their pets” in the throes of 
such a destructive natural disaster.

In addition to the rescue and importation of 
pets, Hurricane Harvey has brought California a 
high-pressure weather system, which meteorologists 
and other scientists speculate is the reason for the 

extreme heat wave that coursed through the Bay 
Area. While this change in climate is disturbing, 
the pressure ultimately stops the hurricane from 
moving much farther inland, slowing it in its path 
and preventing further damage.

Even though the gasoline price hike in Cali-
fornia is not as extreme as other places closer to 
Houston, the hurricane still has a significant effect 
on the cost of gasoline in the Bay Area. According 
to reports from the American Automobile Associa-
tion, the average price for one gallon of gasoline 
in California has gone up five cents; however, in 
places such as Los Angeles, the local pricing has 
increased by over 35 cents. This steep increase is 
due to the sudden lack of functioning refineries in 
Texas. Fortunately for Californians, the majority 
of the state’s gasoline is sourced from West Coast 
refineries as opposed to the Gulf Coast refineries 
that were victims of Hurricane Harvey’s destruction.

by Henry Lamb
News Editor

Despite community efforts to stop it, construc-
tion of the North 40 development will begin soon 
with a date still to be determined. In a recent vote, 
the Los Gatos town council approved phase one of 
the project with three yes votes to one no vote, and 
one abstention. The vote follows Santa Clara County 
Superior Court Judge Drew Takaichi’s ruling that 
the town could not reject the development after 
already approving it. The recent vote brings to an 
end a year-long community debate over whether or 
not the town should allow the construction of 320 
houses and space for commercial retail.

After initially allowing the development, the 
town council faced widespread backlash from com-
munity members in the form of emails and phone 
calls. Many Los Gatos citizens feared the develop-
ment would cause a massive influx of new people 
and lead to the town resembling more of a city 

LGHS building continues 
instead of maintaining the cherished small town 
aesthetic. Traffic and other population concerns 
angered citizens, and many linked the traffic issue 
with health issues such as air quality. At a recent 
public hearing, a study was cited claiming that 
death rates increase for people who live within 
one thousand feet of a highway. 

 After hearing the criticisms, the town 
attempted to reject the North 40 development. 
The developers then sued the town, and the 
case received Takaichi’s ruling. In the wake of 
the judge’s decision, some council members have 
chosen to look forward and see the benefits of the 
North 40 development.

Possible positives of the project include a plan 
to provide senior housing in the complex. The 
project plans 49 low-income houses for senior 
living. A representative of the Silicon Valley Bicycle 
Coalition reported satisfaction with the accom-
modations planned for bicyclists. The North 40 
site will include bike lanes that the project claims 
will be safer than the current bike situation. The 
developers also plan to invest five million into 
transportation improvements to counter the pos-
sible traffic problems. Plans to help traffic include 
increased capacity in the traffic lane as well as 
putting up more turn signals and traffic lights to 
direct traffic.

But the main point that critics always tend 
to fall back on is the “Town not City” argument. 
Many are reluctant to watch their hometown 
outgrow its small town appeal. But the town is 
growing, and with the approval of phase one, 
the town must prepare for its own evolution.                            
(Sources: San Jose Mercury News)

their circumstances. One of its major projects every 
September is an enormous giveaway of backpacks 
to families living below the poverty line. Because 
many parents struggle to provide school supplies for 
their children, Cityteam offers educational materials 
to young students, allowing them to pursue their 
interests while freeing families to meet their kids’ 
essential needs.

Although the organization has a variety of ser-
vice outlets in the Bay Area, Cityteam partner Oscar 
Andrade orchestrates its connection to migrant 
families south of Santa Clara County. His work with 
Cityteam has extended its resources to agricultural 
laborers living in cities such as in Salinas, Gonzales, 
and King City. “My job is to deliver clothing, food, 
and other supplies to the families down south,” he 
describes. “When there’s no work, these families 
have to save money to pay the bills. We help meet 
their needs by bringing backpacks and clothes 
during the back-to-school season, and by delivering 
food every 15 days.” 

Andrade, who was raised in East San Jose, empa-
thizes with these workers, whose financial hardships 
remind him of his own upbringing. “I come from the 
same background as these low-income families and 
single parents,” he explains. “I grew up without a 

dad, so I can understand where they are coming from 
and the problems they face.”

Highlighting some of the greatest difficulties these 
workers encounter, Andrade describes their grueling 
daily schedule. “They work Monday to Saturday from 
3:30 in the morning to four or five in the evening,” 
he states. “I tried to work in the fields, but I only 
lasted 40 minutes.” Not only do migrant families 
suffer from exhaustion, he explains, but those who 
are undocumented live in constant fear as well. “30 
percent of these people have papers, and 70 percent 
don’t. When they go to the store or when they go to 
work, they are afraid of being stopped by immigration 
officers. They won’t be able to provide for their families 
if they are caught,” revealed Andrade.

One of Cityteam’s main goals is to allow families 
and individuals to rise above poverty, an aim Andrade 
exhibits perfectly through his efforts to expose young 
adults to new opportunities. “When these kids grow 
older, they will work in the fields just like their par-
ents. It’s a cycle,” he describes. “We’re trying to avoid 
that and help them finish school to get a better job,” 
he explained. “I know three of these kids that are now 
going to college. That’s where our focus is at now.” 
Partners of Cityteam also mentor youth to become 
leaders in their communities and reach out to those 
around them. Andrade explains that by investing in 
these young people’s lives, they will come to do the 
same for others. 

While Andrade impacts the lives of innumerable 
families, he emphasizes the importance of slow prog-
ress amounting to great change. “At Cityteam, we have 
a quote,” he shared. “Go slow to be fast. You have 
to take your time, or you won’t get anything done.” 

Andrade and his partners at Cityteam continue to 
highlight the challenges faced by low-income com-
munities, providing not only resources for families 
but the support and empowerment to break free 
of poverty and live lives of stability and purpose.      
(Source: Cityteam)

decided which teachers will have the chance to 
test out these new classrooms, but they will have 
the chance to try them out during the 2018-2019 
school year. 
      Due to the location of the new building, a new 
quad area will open up and be available to students 
next school year as well. 
         Many students and faculty members are aware 
of the parking limitations the new construction 
site has caused. When the project is finishes, staff 
parking will move back to its old location, opening 
up additional parking for students. 
      While the new building will not be finished 
or available until next school year, students will 
have to keep an eye out for further changes due to 
the construction. It will be sure to bring exciting 
developments to the campus and help further the 
learning and development of all students. 

of 105 degrees. Salinas’s 103 degrees, Gilroy’s 106 
degrees, San Jose’s 108 degrees and Oakland’s 
101 degrees all broke September records. Liver-
more reached 114 degrees and Concord reached 
109 degrees.  

The heat wave forced most JV football teams 
to cancel their games; most varsity football games 
were postponed to a later time. Palo Alto High 
School was forced to push their game against Half 
Moon Bay to 8:30 PM. Milpitas High School can-
celled their game with Brookside Christian School 
in Stockton. Fortunately, the LGHS football 
team played in Newport Beach where the tem-
perature only reached 90 degrees and no delays  
were necessary.  

Smoke from wildfires in Northern California 
and Oregon also drifted into parts of the Bay 
Area. The combination of low humidity, high 
winds, and rising temperatures sparked several 
local wildfire scares. Meteorologists stated that 
the heat wave occurred due to an area of high 

pressure that was moving inland from the 
Pacific Ocean combined with an offshore flow, 
which is when wind blows from land towards 
the ocean. This prevented coastal cities from 
remaining cool.  

Over Labor Day Weekend, six people died 
from heat related illnesses. All of the vic-
tims were in their 70s or older; these age 
groups are typically the most vulnerable from  
heat waves.  

San Francisco is not the only region to 
have record temperatures this summer. Parts 
of Iran and Pakistan had record tempera-
tures of 128 degrees. Cordoba, Spain, also had 
its hottest day of 116 degrees and Death 
Valley recorded its hottest month ever in July.                        
(Sources: Mercury News, LA Times, KTVU)

While Californians have been fortunate 
enough to avoid this devastating natural disas-
ter, the consequences of Hurricane Harvey are 
beginning to surface in the Bay Area, but will 
likely soon fizzle out as the hurricane loses 
force and rescue efforts become more controlled.                                                                    
(Sources: OC Register, ABC 7 News, San Diego  
Union Tribune)

MORE CONSTRUCTION: Construction continues near senior lot.

Cityteam provides supplies

FLOODING IN STREETS: Rescue teams wade through Houston floods.

FOREST FIRE: Bay Area heatwave causes wildfire increase.

SMALL TOWN FEEL: Los Gatos citizens grapple with town growth.

GAS PRICES: Hurricane Harvey causes higher gas prices in California.
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