
2 News El Gato • Friday, November 17, 2017 • www.elgatonews.com

by Erin Grasty
Media Production Editor

Since the beginning of this school year, there have been multiple 
incidents of sexual assault accusations in Bay Area schools. Instances 
include relationships between students and administration, the distri-
bution of disturbing pictures, and general sexual abuse. At the start 
of the school year, students and alumni from St. Francis, Dartmouth, 
and more recently, Presentation and Mountain View high schools have 
come forward to report recent and past occurrences of sexual assault.

Gerson hosts Night of Stars
by Thomas Petroff
People Editor

Last Friday, Nov. 10, Los Gatos witnessed the 
first Night of Stars benefit concert, hosted entirely 
by LGHS students. Junior Emma Gerson and her 
mom came up with the idea to host the event 
several months ago. Truly a night to remember, 
the event was sold out and all of the money raised 
from the concert will go directly to the Let Girls 
Learn Organization, a program established by the 
United States Peace Corps and Michelle Obama.

Let Girls Learn is a government initiative that 
helps support girls throughout the world receive an 
education. Some of these countries are El Salvador, 
Ghana, and Afghanistan, where girls lack the finan-
cial resources for education. According to Gerston, 
Michelle Obama’s program provides a sense of value 
for adolescent girls in the world, which was the 
key inspiration behind the formation of the event

Night of Stars lasted from 6 to 10 PM at the 
Addison-Penzak JCC, and the event included a 
showcase of dancing, singing, and instrumental 
performances. Among the performers were Gerson 
herself and junior Devon Schreiner. Additionally, 
Gerson and her family performed a song written 
by Emma’s mom titled “I Got a Light.” Junior 
Miles Stamp played “Flight of the Bumble Bee” 
during his exceptional violin performance. After 
the performances there was a DJ dance party and 
list of auction items presented to the winners who 
donated as well. Some of these auction items were 
a beach house opportunity in Santa Cruz and a 
signed Harry Styles magazine. 

LGHS AP English teacher Kevin Mount made an 
appearance at the event to both watch the show 
and support the organization. He stated, “I was 

AT&T Park wildfire benefit
by Henry Lamb
News Editor

On Thurs., Nov. 9, a series of Bay Area music acts 
gathered at AT&T Park to perform in an effort to raise 
money for those affected by the California wildfires. 
The Band Together Bay Area Concert brought together 
a surprising variety of local acts, with classics such 
Metallica and the Grateful Dead (now known as Dead 
and Company) mixed in with the punk rock group 
Rancid and young rap star G-Eazy. Dave Matthews, 
not a local act, also made an appearance with Tim 
Reynolds as lead singer.

Despite the music genre difference, the concert 
was a hit, drawing about 40,000 people to AT&T Park. 
Tipping Point Emergency Relief Fund, the organization 
behind Band Together, will donate all profits from 
the concert to relief for the wildfires. The coalition 
of local businesses and community leaders that orga-
nized the concert estimate the event raised nearly 17 
million dollars. Tipping Point Emergency Relief Fund, 
an organization that focuses on low-income families 
hurt by the disaster, will handle the substantial 
donation. They plan to first use the money to respond 
to the urgent needs through organizations like the 
Community Foundation Sonoma County, Napa Valley 
Community Foundation, the North Bay Fire Relief 
Fund, and Catholic Charities of Santa Rosa. For the 
second and third phase of the project, Tipping Point 
Emergency Relief Fund will use the money for recovery 
and rebuilding.

A large number of sponsors, including Google and 
Salesforce, helped make the concert possible. The 
sponsors even managed to raise $12 million leading up 
to the concert. Two rival promoters, Live Nation and 
Another Planet Entertainment, even worked together 
to put on the show.

fortunate enough to go the Night of the Stars last 
Friday, and I was not only just blown away by 
the performances and the skills of the performers, 
and the slickness  of the way the whole thing 
came off, but was also impressed with the show 
of caring and heart that the kids putting on this 
event really demonstrated. It says a lot about 
students in this community and their willingness 
to put themselves out there and benefit others.”

By the end of the night, the committee raised 
over 16,000 dollars from the sales of tickets, auc-
tions, and other donations, exceeding their goal 
of 10,000 dollars. With their first year running 
the event, the team is overjoyed knowing that all 
of the profits made will be benefit the Let Girls 
Learn Organization. 

The committee for the event holds high 
hopes that their work will positively impact girls 

The performers did not disappoint concertgoers, 
who came from all walks of life to enjoy the wide 
range of genres. Everybody seemed to enjoy the 
bizarre mix of music, with Jim Harrington of the San 
Jose Mercury News claiming, “It felt like we were all 
in this together.” 

Performers centered the concert around the vic-
tims of the fire. Mickey Hart of Dead and Company 
took a moment during the group’s performance to 
remind the audience that “a lot of these people are 
down. They need some hope. They need the will to 
fight back – to rebuild if they need to rebuild, and 
to go on.” The concert even reserved front row seats 
for first responders to experience the concert with 
their families.
(Sources: Mercury News)

LOYAL TO THE SOIL: These shirts raised money to support victims.

In September, St. Francis High School’s softball coach Michael Martis 
pleaded guilty to engaging in unlawful sexual intercourse with two 
minors, both of whom were students on the softball team: one instance 
from 2006 to 2007 and the other in 2013. The Sacramento County 
District Attorney sentenced Martis to four years in prison and required 
him to register as a sex offender. St. Francis suffered from another 
allegation in May when Sacramento County Police Department arrested 
staff member Kimberly Gersonde for four counts of child enticement 
and two counts of sexual assault of a student by school staff.

On Oct. 6, officials arrested a staff member of Dartmouth Middle 
School. The San Jose Police Department claim that Samuel Neipp, a 
music teacher at Dartmouth, had a three-year relationship with a 
13-year-old student. Neipp, the student’s teacher, continued to have a 
relationship with the victim after she graduated. Later, Neipp threat-
ened to post revealing photos of the student as a form of blackmail.

More recently, an alumna of Presentation High School spoke 
up about a former teacher who sexually assaulted her in the late 
1980s. The victim, Kathryn Leehane, published an essay on Oct. 22 
explaining how John Fernandez, a Spanish teacher at Presentation 
who passed away in 2015, sexually abused her and another student. 
When the incident occurred, no response to Leehane’s case took place. 
Additionally, in Leehane’s essay, she states that administration scared 
the other sexually assaulted student she knew “into taking back the 
story.” Within the past two weeks, Presentation Principal Mary Miller 
has been updating parents and the public with information as the 
current investigation progresses.

Also, on Tues., Nov. 7, Mountain View Police Department arrested 
Evan Smith, a teacher at Mountain View High School, for sending 
inappropriate images to a student. The student reported the incident 
to her counselor and the school quickly responded by contacting the 

Teachers in multiple schools accused of sexual assault
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On Mon., Nov. 6, two inmates escaped from 
the Palo Alto courthouse in a supposedly “orches-
trated” getaway. Officers identified the inmates as 
John Penn Bivins, 47, and Tramel Leon McClough, 
46. Both Bivins and McClough are from Palo Alto. 
They broke free from the bailiff who was escorting 
them to an elevator of the courthouse.

The Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Office report-
edly found a key along their escape path. McClough 
was in waist chains and leg irons, while officals 
chained Bivins to other inmates, but they both 
managed to escape their restraints. Apparently, 
they escaped from the courthouse through a side 
exit that leads to Birch Street. People reportedly 
saw them escaping into a late-1980s Toyota 
Corolla still sporting their green jail outfits. They 
then made a switch into a U-Haul van  that was 
about three blocks away.

Investigators reviewed surveillance video from 
the area around where the escapees were seen. 
On Wednesday, Sheriff Laurie Smith approved the 
25,000 dollar reward offer for anyone who pro-
vides information leading to the fugitives’ where-
abouts or capture. While the search for the two 
convicts continues, the Sheriff’s Office arrested 
two people suspected of helping McClough and 

police within 24 hours of the incident. In a statement released to 
members of the Mountain View-Los Altos District, superintendent Jeff 
Harding claimed, “Mr. Smith will be on administrative leave during the 
investigation and will not be permitted on campus.” As police conduct 
the current investigation, they are actively looking to see if physical 
misconduct took place or if other students may have received similar 
messages from Smith.

With the multiple accusations under investigation, administrators 
and officials are encouraging students and parents to report any further 
information they might obtain regarding the following cases or relating 
to sexual assault within Bay Area schools.
(Sources: Fox News, KCRA, Mercury News, NBC, Los Altos Town Crier, 
TMJ4, The Sacramento Bee)
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SCHOOLED: Teacher Evan Smith was arrested for sending inappropriate photos to a student.

ESSAY OF COURAGE: Leehane revealed the sexual abuse she faced from her teacher.

Bivins escape from the courthouse. Judges charged 
Rene Hunt, 54, and Marquit Kirk, 44, with suspicion 
of conspiracy in the escape.

McClough, a possible three-striker, faces life in 
prison for robbery with a gun, as well as nine other 
felonies, according to court records. On the other 
hand, Bivins faces a double-digit-year prison sen-
tence with eight charges; seven of which are felonies, 
including a hit-and-run.

Unfortunately, escapes from the Palo Alto court-
house have occurred before. Twenty years ago, a 
26-year-old female inmate managed to break free 
from a correctional officer in Palo Alto, but got 
caught by an officer an hour later. This incident 
occurred in March of 1997 when a woman fled from 
a jail van immediately as the correctional officer 
opened the door to take her and three other inmates 
to the courthouse for a hearing. According to the 
Vice President of the union, Roger Winslow, “The 
courts have been staffed at or below the minimum 
safe level.” This lack of security leaves the Palo Alto 
courthouses vulnerable to escapees like these unless 
further action is taken.

Authorities have asked people to report any 
information about the escapees as well as any other 
people who may have been involved in the crime to 
the Sheriff’s office in Palo Alto. 
(Sources: Mercury News and CBS SF)

GIRL POWER: Gerson and friends at the Night of Stars.
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As Bay Area traffic continues to worsen, 
transportation officials are considering a solu-
tion for many clogged highways: requiring vehi-
cles to carry three people to use carpool lanes.

Interstate 80 (I-80) is currently the only Bay 
Area freeway to require that vehicles contain 
at least three people to enter the carpool lane 
legally. However, I-80 may not be the only free-
way with this distinction for long. Officials are 
eyeing to extend the three-or-more passenger 
requirement for carpool lanes on stretches of 
three other freeways; Interstate 880 in the East 
Bay, Highway 237 in the South Bay and Highway 
101 on the Peninsula.  

Officals have not taken action to enact this 
plan, but the conversation is a sign of how 
many more people use the roads to commute 
to their jobs and homes. “It’s insane,” said Oak-
land resident Kim Ganade. “[Traffic] has gotten 
much, much worse.” Caltrans says that nearly 
two-thirds of the Bay Area’s carpool lanes are 
moving too slowly to meet the federal require-
ments. Caltrans is obligated by law to create a 
plan for improvement, or the run the risk of 
losing federal highway dollars.

Across California, congestion in carpool lanes 
roughly increases by three percent every year, 

according to a Caltrans report. However, the Bay 
Area is much worse since fast lane traffic has risen 
more than 250 percent between 2013 and 2016.

“This is not irregular or infrequent conges-
tion,” says Ashley Nguyen, the Assistant Director 
of Planning and Operations for the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission. “This is more regularly 
occurring, so we know this is a problem we need 
to address.”

As of now, it is unclear whether or not the 
plan will be enforced, let alone taken into serious 
consideration by officials.
(Sources: CBS, San Jose Mercury News, San  
Francisco Gate)

Carpool lane laws change

DELAY EVERY DAY: A surge of cars creates horrible traffic on I-80. 

Inmates escape courthouse
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