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National Editor

On Feb. 8, California State Assemblyman Evan Low spoke at the 
Town Chambers in Los Gatos to discuss his proposed bill, Assembly 
Constitutional Amendment 10, which aims to lower the voting age to 
17 in California. The Los Gatos Youth Commission helped to facilitate 
this event, as it saw how the bill could potentially affect youth civic 
engagement. Other youth commissions came to see him speak, including 
those from Campbell, Monte Sereno, and Santa Clara, all located in the 
28th Assembly District which Low represents. 

Elected in 2014 at the age of 31, Low is the chair of the Business 
and Professional Committee and the California Legislative LGBT Caucus. 
He also served as the mayor of  Campbell from 2010 to 2014. In 2017, 
Governor Jerry Brown signed 16 of Low’s proposed bills, the most of 
any Assemblyman. 

Low opened up the presentation by discussing a myriad of issues 
affecting youth. These included efforts to make each respective town a 
more safe and healthy community. He also talked about the discrimina-
tion of people of color and women in the workforce and everyday life, 
with students voicing their opinions on the matter as well. 

Explaining the bill that he proposed along with Assembly member 
Gonzales Fletcher, Low wants a chance for young people to participate 
in the political process. Discussing his own opinions, he said, “It’s 
really important to get more people involved and so many of the issues 
that we’re dealing with have a direct impact on younger people... 
it’s really hurting them and unless we get their engagement it’s not going  
to be better.”  

Introduced in March of 2017, the bill needed 54 votes in the Cali-
fornia State Assembly instead of the simple majority because it was a 
change to the California constitution. Many Republicans opposed the 
bill, as they thought it would help Democrats due to an alleged trend 
that younger people tend to vote more liberally. Despite that supposed 
belief, some Democrats were also against the idea, as they thought 
17-year-olds were not mature enough to vote. 

Low told the youth commissioners about gaining bipartisan support 
with one of his Republican colleagues who was initially against the bill. 

He changed his mind due to his experience as a veteran where he 
fought with many people under 18. He thought that if people fought 
for their country at that age, they should be able to vote. The bill 
only received 52 votes, with four Democrats voting against the bill 
and two Republicans voting for it. 

Due to alleged sexual harassment complaints, two Democrats in 
the California State Assembly have resigned, and another Democrat 
left, citing health reasons, which leaves Democrats short from the 80 
members needed to pass legislation without Republican support. Low 
hopes that in the future, the bill will pass. 

Nearing the end of his presentation, Low urged civic engagement 
among young people and said, “We should have an opportunity for 
everyone to get involved.” He concluded his speech with advice for 
the commissioners to “follow [their] passion.” 

Chair of the Los Gatos Youth Commission, senior Shomil Jain, said, 
“While the commission didn’t take a stance on supporting or opposing 
the ACA-10 Bill, Assemblymember Low provided a glimpse into the 
process of proposing and approving legislation at the state level.”
If ACA-10 does pass in the State Assembly, it will still need to pass 
with a two-thirds majority in the California State Senate. After that, 
citizens of California will have to vote on it for it to take effect.  
(Source: SJ Mercury News)

LGHS enforces parking permit rules
by Dana Cook
Editor-in-Chief

Beginning the week of Feb. 5, the LGHS administration started crack-
ing down on the enforcement of several new parking lot rules. These 
adjustments include morning vehicle check-ins to ensure that only 
students with permits are allowed in and rules that say students are no 
longer allowed to eat and sit in their cars during lunch.

It is well-known that LGHS lacks sufficient student parking due 
to the construction of several new buildings on campus, taking up 90 
parking spots from previous lots. Recently, several students complained 
about the abuse of the parking lot, especially the extra spots created 
behind the tennis courts, by underclassmen and students without LGHS 
parking permits. While students without permits filled the lot, students 

who paid a fee and filled out forms to receive a permit circled the lot 
searching for vacant spots that did not exist. 

Before now, any driver could enter the lot to park or drop off 
students, clogging the lot and taking spots away from permit hold-
ers. Now, campus supervisor Dominique Hunter spends her morn-
ings checking every car that enters the lot to ensure that each one 
presents a black LGHS parking permit. 

This new system has significantly cleared the lots and makes find-
ing parking spots much easier for deserving students who paid for 
parking and need to park their cars for the school day. This exclusive 
access aids in the decongestion of morning and after-school traffic 
by decreasing the number of cars in the lot. 

Another new change, the LGHS administration’s decision to stop 
allowing students to sit in their cars during lunch time, is an attempt 
to diminish the use of illicit substances on school property. Campus 
supervisor Xavier Cook explained that the administration made 
the decision at a meeting held the week prior. The administration 
argues that these extracurricular activities should not occur in cars 
at school, so they believe the best solution to limit the problem is 
to no longer permit students to sit in their cars during school hours. 
On behalf of the administration, Cook stated, “This is not what we 
want, but in order to maintain sanity at this school, this is what we 
have to do.” He went on to elaborate that the administration regrets 
how this can negatively affect the students who do not partake in 
these illegal activities. 

While some students complain about the implementation of these 
parking lot rules, the results have proven significantly positive. 
The administration hopes that this progress continues to reduce 
traffic inefficiencies and protects the school from facing a growing  
vape epidemic. 

YOUTH UNITE: The LG Youth Commission smiles for a picture with Low after his presentation.

TEACH THE FUTURE: Low speaks to high school students in the Los Gatos Town Hall.
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PROBLEM SOLVED: The senior parking lot clears up due to new regulations over parking.
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CALIFORNIAN CAPITOL: Low plans to pass his ACA-10 Bill in the State Assembly and Senate.

courtesy wikimedia commons


