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by Sophie Kroesche 
News Editor

On Jan. 20, exactly one year after President Trump took office, 
women and men took to the streets of major cities across the world 
for the second annual Women’s March. Last year’s march rallied around 
five million people around the globe to protest government policies, 
advocate for women’s rights, immigration, healthcare, LGBTQ+ rights, 
and the environment. While the first Women’s March on Washington 
congregated to send a message to the new administration and protest 
policies, this year’s main march in Las Vegas called the Women’s March: 
Power to the Polls, focused on encouraging women to register to vote 
for their rights and run for office.

In San Francisco, over 65,000 people from all over the Bay Area 
attended this year’s march, armed with signs and high spirits. From 
the Civic Center to the Embarcadero, women and men embraced inter-
sectionality and protested government policies. Passionate protesters 
held signs saying “Make America compassionate again” and “United We 
Stand.” The co-chair of the San Francisco march, Janete Perez, stated 
that “2017 was all about letting people hear our voice… What 2018 is 
all about is turning that energy into action.” The marchers especially 
encouraged young women and people on the fence politically to vote 
for progressive views.

by Reegan McCluskey
Opinion Editor

Every year, the flu makes an appearance; however, this year’s 
strand reached record numbers of victims. Out of all of the states in 
the country, California suffers from the most widespread flu outbreak. 
Hospitals reached full capacity, and try their best to help as many 
patients as possible. 

Non Profi
t Org

U.S. Postage
P

A
ID

Cam
pbell, CA

Perm
it No. 7036

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Oakland and Santa Cruz also joined the numerous Bay Area marches, 
boasting turnouts of around 50,000 and 25,000 people, respectively. 
Oakland participants met at Lake Merritt amid bands of trumpets, 
tambourines, and folk singers. Guest speakers, including the CEO of 
the Women’s Foundation of California, Surina Khan, spoke on abor-
tion rights and supported access to healthcare in public universities 
across the country.

San Jose boasted an exuberant crowd, but ended up with a slightly 
smaller turnout than last year. Around 20,000 attendees showed up 
for the event, 5,000 less than 2017. However, what the march lacked 
in size, protesters made up for in spirit. The march began promptly at 
11AM with a trolley car pushed by volunteers leading the way. People 
of all ages converged on the front lines, excitedly chanting “This is 
what democracy looks like” as a drumline complimented the cheering 
voices. At the end of the march in Guadalupe Park, performers such as 
the Raging Grannies and 102.1 FM Radio’s Mia Amor provided musical 
talent for the rally. Junior Olivia Purohit, a two-time attendee, saw 
it as “an excellent reminder of the power of large groups of passion-
ate people. It’s humbling to remember that you’re not fighting this 
battle alone.”
(Sources: CNN, SJ Mercury News, CBS, NY Times, DailyCal)TOGETHER WE STAND: Around 20,000 women and men attended the march in San Jose.

Between Oct. and the end of 2017, California reported ten flu-
related deaths. In years past, only one to two deaths have occured 
during this time frame for normal flu seasons. In the first three months 
of this winter’s flu season, the records started to shatter. Even though 
the flu comes around annually, certain precautions should be met in 
order to remain healthy.  

Santa Cruz set strict guidelines regarding the flu. Dr. Nanette 
Mickiewicz, the Santa Cruz Hospital president, stated, ”People under 
16 — who are considered more likely to spread the flu — aren’t allowed 
to visit people at the hospital, and patients can have only one visitor 
at a time.” These rules have not been in use since the swine flu in 
2009. Taking these precautions will greatly diminish the amount of 
people traveling to the hospitals, effectively lowering the number of 
people with the flu.

In addition to stern rules, the large overflow of flu patients forced 
hospitals to turn hallways into treatment areas and assemble medical 
“surge” tents, normally used during natural disasters. One of these 
hospitals includes Loma Linda University Medical Center located near 
Los Angeles. Connie Cunningham, the executive director for the hos-
pital’s emergency services, described her feelings about this intense 
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Seasonal flu leaves many bedridden

PLACE OF HEALING: Good Samaritan Hospital takes in the masses as the flu hits Los Gatos.

flu season, “[I’d] thought [we] would dismantle the tent after a few 
days, but staff are still treating 60 more patients each day than usual...
In my career, I’ve never seen anything like this.” Another hospital 
located in Escondido, Palomar Medical Center, also brought out their 
tents and treated patients in the hallways of the hospitals. Michelle 
Gunnet, a nurse at Palomar who oversees emergency services, explained, 
“[I] started canceling scheduled surgeries and turning single-patient 
rooms into doubles to free up space.” The flu forced Palomar and many 
others to take evasive measures in order to accommodate their growing 
amounts of patients.  

Over the past four months, the total death toll in California alone 
is recorded at 42 people under the age of 65. A San Jose mother of 
three, Katie Oxley, passed away at age 40 due to the flu. Oxley suddenly 
caught a sore throat and had a fever, so she traveled to the emergency 
room where the doctors diagnosed her with influenza and recom-
mended her to go home to rest. Less than 24 hours later, she returned 
to the emergency room where doctors diagnosed her with pneumonia 
and placed her on a ventilator. Oxley went into septic shock and lost 
consciousness and on Jan. 4, she was pronounced dead from the flu. 

Humans are not the only ones affected by this epidemic, as dogs also 
can catch the illness. A South Bay kennel closed for two weeks after 
one of the dogs staying in the location contracted Canine Influenza. 
This type of disease can be very contagious, and owners are warned to 
watch their dogs for symptoms. If symptoms arise, owners should seek 
medication, which consists of a two week regimen. 

Influenza, a contagious disease, must be taken seriously to ensure 
the health of the United States. People should seek treatment if any 
flu symptoms arise.  
(Sources: The Mercury News, LA Times, NY Post, CBS, People, ABC7)

SHOT HEARD ROUND THE WORLD: Stores like CVS offer flu shots without an appointment.

JOIN THE FIGHT: Purohit takes action as she holds up her beautidul, patriotic poster. 
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