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Four-car collision clogs Highway 17
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by Sami Linden
Graphics Designer
     On Oct. 9, a four-car collision interrupted rush hour traffic on High-
way 17. At 6:09 PM, California Highway Patrol (CHP) officers arrived 
at the scene to find the aftermath of the crash. They immediately 
issued a sig-alert, a notice for an unplanned event that causes lane 
closures for more than 30 minutes, and closed all southbound lanes. 
As a result of the accident, a 19-year-old female resident of San Jose 
passed away. Highway 17 is known for its dangerous turns and high 
number of accidents, but fatalities are a rarity. 

The crash began when a driver of a Ford F-550 moved into the left 
northbound lane and bumped into the barrier, losing control over his 
vehicle. The driver passed into southbound oncoming traffic, colliding 
with three other vehicles. The F-550’s initial collision with the wall 
occurred just before one of the main gaps in the concrete barrier in 
front of The Cats restaurant.

After moving onto the southbound side of the highway, the Ford 
crashed into the driver’s side of a Toyota Tacoma. The truck then kept 
moving forward, and proceeded to hit a Toyota Camry head-on and 
finally crash into a Kia sedan. Once the F-550 stopped, it rolled over 

Saint Mary’s Fair attracts local families
by Ashley Hagar
Center Editor

On Fri., Oct. 6, St. Mary’s annual County Fair opened downtown. 
Open from 5:00 PM–10:00 PM on Friday, 10:00 AM–10:00 PM on 
Saturday, and 10:00 AM–5:00 PM on Sunday, the fair had different 
games and activities open for all ages to enjoy.

On Thursday night before the fair opened, the Harvest Market 
and Country Store had a previewing opportunity before their official 
opening of the fair on Friday. As part of the fair itself, over 25 vendors 
sold food, jewelry, gifts, and more. There were also specialty wines 
and cocktails for adults to enjoy with appetizers from Bay Area chefs. 

The food booths this year had a variety of different cuisines 
including Italian food, burgers and fries, Hawaiian food, ice cream, 
a Mexican Cantina, pizza, potatoes, tri-tip, and sweets and treats.

Each day of the fair had a Kid Zone for young ones to enjoy. The 
Kid Zone included a petting zoo, inflatables, game booths, a pumpkin 
patch, and bird houses for building and decorating. There was also 
live music at night and a game truck at which attendees were able 
to play their favorite video games on Friday night. The county fair 
also had a magician, bingo, more live music, a Happy Birds show 
where parrots sang, talked, and performed tricks, and  Chyrle Bacon, 
a cowgirl roper who presented rope tricks to the audience. There 
was a LEGO design and building workshop, a cake walk, a pie eating 
contest, and live music from Ryan Scripps on Sunday.
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Tickets were sold as booklets, wristbands, or individual tickets 
this year. All tickets were either food tickets or game tickets. Because 
the type of tickets were specific, any tickets that were not used 
this year can be used at next year’s fair, so if you have any leftover 
tickets from the fair, be sure to keep them somewhere safe for next 
year. 

There were three raffles at this year’s fair: the General Raffle, the 
Car Raffle, and the Super Cash Raffle. Raffle winners won jewelry, 
gift certificates, mp3 players, and more through the General Raffle. 
For 100 dollars, one lucky fair goer won a 2018 Jeep Compass Sport 
or 20,000 dollars in cash through the Car Raffle. One thousand dol-
lars in cash was won in the Super Cash Raffle with an entry fee of 
only 5 dollars.

Along with the food, raffles, and speciality fair attractions each 
day, St. Mary’s Fair had slides, roller coasters, and other rides similar 
to ones they have had in the past. Many students went to the fair 
over the weekend, some even volunteered at the fair. Junior Nikhil 
Patel was one of the volunteers who explained how people love the 
fair in the area, “When I went last night for clean up there were 
still people there and the kids were running around having fun.” 
The annual fair continuously brings people together every year from 
surrounding cities and to those living in Los Gatos.
(Source: St. Mary’s Fair)HOLD ON TIGHT: Familes enjoy the exciting rush as they ride on the attractions.

BAR DOWN: LG father Jim Foley takes his daughter, Caitlin, on The Pendulum.
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onto its roof on the shoulder of the highway. 
The Kia suffered the most damage, as the Ford’s speed was so high; 

it tore open the roof of the Kia. The impact threw the Kia’s driver 
out of the vehicle, and CHP pronounced her dead once they arrived 
at the scene. 

In addition, the passenger from the Kia and the driver of the Toyota 
Camry were both taken to local hospitals for treatment. Doctors released 
both victims from the hospital in the days following the accident. The 
driver of the Tacoma did not go to a hospital in an ambulance, but 
decided to seek his own medical aid. 

While the crash blocked southbound lanes, CHP also closed north-
bound lanes while cleaning up the aftermath. After all four lanes 
closed, CHP rerouted commuters to alternate routes; one included 
following Highway 9 all the way to Boulder Creek. While this avoided 
the road closure, it did not to prove to be an efficient way of return-
ing home. The winding road soon backed up with traffic and led to 
long delays. 

Eventually, CHP officers removed the sig-alert and reopened the 
road at 11:20 PM, five hours after the initial crash. 
(Sources: Mercury News, NBC Bay Area, CBS SF Bay Area)
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BE CAREFUL WHEN SANTA CRUISING: The catastrophic collision blocked all southbound lanes, which halted traffic and prevented drivers from returning home. 
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