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Center Editor

The 143rd Kentucky Derby happened on Sat., 
May 6, on Churchill Downs in Louisville, Kentucky. 
Hailing from Santa Rosa Partners in Kentucky, 
thoroughbred racehorse Always Dreaming beat 
out nineteen competitors to win the official 2017 
Kentucky Derby title. 

Those who bet on the horse race, as well as 
those who are only spectators to the event, gen-
erally anticipated a victory from the young Always 
Dreaming; however, some seasoned Kentucky 
Derby goers predicted an upset from competitors 
Lookin at Lee and Practical Joke. Unfortunately 
for the latter, Lookin at Lee took second by only 
two and three quarters body length.

John Velazquez, a Puerto Rican jockey, raced 
Always Dreaming to victory, stating, “This is the 
best horse [that trainer] Todd [Pletcher] and I 
have ever come to the Kentucky Derby with.” 
Velazquez and Always Dreaming out-performed 
several big names in the horse racing world, 
including Lookin at Lee, Battle of Midway, and 
Irish War Cry. The champion racehorse brought 
home 1,240,000 dollars, with the second and third 

WATCH OUT: Junior Tyler Williams winds up for his pitch, hoping for a strike.

Senior and team captain Ryan Wilcox said, “it has been a pretty 
good season,” though some could argue that the boys are having a 
great season. In the West Catholic Athletic League (WCAL), the team 
won four of their games and only lost one. The WCAL is famously a 
more difficult league and features teams such as Archbishop Mitty and 
St. Francis. The boys have made advancements this year since losing 
every game in the WCAL last year.

This year, the baseball team has a much younger face than in past 
seasons. The 20-man team features two freshmen, four sophomores, 
ten juniors, and four seniors. Junior Thomas Moore noted that despite 
their varying ages, the team works well together and “has great team 
chemistry.” Moore shared that many of the boys played travel ball, or 
club baseball, together when they were younger.

In addition to their aforementioned success in the WCAL this year, 
the team also played in the open division, the highest ranked division 
above Division 1, which features the same tough competitors as the 
WCAL. The boys are currently 19-10 this season, and hope to maintain 
their success throughout CCS this next week.

At the team’s banquet, Wilcox and senior Will Youngblood were 
awarded with Most Valuable Player awards. Of Youngblood, teammate 
Moore recalled the Wildcats’ game against Serra saying, “Will was 
masterful on the mound, commanding his change-up with expert 
precision.” Many of the teammates agreed that, especially with a 
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by Elizabeth Monsef
Sports Editor

With the Girls Lacrosse season coming to a close last Saturday, 
the Wildcats have a lot to be proud of. With their league standing 
of 15-2, varsity ranked at the top of their league during season 
play. Their efforts carried them to the semifinals game where 
they beat Mountain View 10-6 last Wednesday.

In the competitive game, the ladies worked together as a unit 
and passed their way to the goal. Top scorers included Katie Enns, 
Mia Teague, Sophie Anslinger, Natalie Deck, Taylor Benson, 
and Sara Deck. They helped secure the win with constant shots 
on goal and crisp passing around the eight meter. 

The defense, including freshman goalie Katie Douglas, locked 
down their side of the field by stopping many of the offensive 
drives from Mountain View. They worked on their zone defense 
strategies throughout the fifty minutes and started the smooth 
transitions up the field. Douglas made amazing saves and clears 
in the game, leading the team to victory. 

After winning the semi-finals, girls lacrosse moved on to the cham-
pionship game last Saturday, May 13. Unfortunately, the Wildcats lost 
in a competitive match against Gunn High School. Despite a determined 
effort, the team could not pull off the win on Helm Field. From the 
beginning of the game, Gunn had a two point lead over LG. They worked 

Girls lacrosse team concludes their successful season

by Abbi Berry 
Public Relations Editor

  The post season for LGHS swimming is coming 
to a close. The team did incredibly well at leagues, 
with the coaches describing it as one of the most 
successful meets in their coaching careers. With a 
CCS team of twenty-two dedicated athletes, LGHS 
went on to dominate the meet at Santa Clara Inter-
national Swim Center last Friday and Saturday.

League trials and finals were filled with both 
qualifying and record-breaking times. For the first 
time in LGHS swimming history, the JV boys became 
League champions. JV swimmer and now CCS team 
member Dylan Condensa broke the League record 
in the 50 yard butterfly and went on to swim the 
butterfly leg of the 200 yard medley relay. Condensa 
won his individual event in the 50 yard freestyle as 
well. He recaps his experience, “Breaking the league 
record felt incredible. My teammates contributed a 
huge amount of support leading up to my swim that 
ultimately led to my success.” 

Senior captain Han Nguyen was just off the 100 
yard butterfly school record and hoped to break it at 
CCS. Nguyen partook in two school-record-breaking 
relay teams. Along with junior Sydney Brown, 
sophomore Megan Tao, and senior co-captain Niki 
Surma, Nguyen broke the LGHS school record in the 
medley the relay; Brown swam backstroke, Tao swam 
breaststroke, Nguyen swam butterfly, and Surma 
swam the freestyle leg. With a lead off from junior 
Paige Fronczak followed by legs swum by Brown, 
Tao, and Nguyen, LGHS broke another record in the 
400 yard freestyle relay. In both relays, the LGHS 
varsity girls placed second, with an overall third 
place in the meet. Juniors Natalya Temple, Seth 
Deming, and sophomores Alison Berg and Mairin 
Culwell each qualified for individual events for the 
first time. Freshman Dylan Hawk placed second in 
both the 200 yard individual medley and 100 yard 
butterfly.

In the weeks leading up to CCS, the team had 
been working on team bonding. Hawk recounted 
the preparation: “we have not been working as 
hard at practice so that we can be well rested for 
our swims. Coach Kroesche and Coach Deming also 
have been helping us to visualize our races.” The 

LGHS swim team advances 

by Charlotte Pla
Editor-in-Chief

The LGHS boys baseball season has been in full swing since early 
February, beginning with conditioning and leading directly into 
tryouts. This past Wednesday, May 18, the team started CCS with an 
away game against St. Francis and is looking to win four games in  a 
row in order to take the championship, or face sudden death. Last 
year, the LGHS boys baseball team lost in the first round of CCS, but 
this year they plan on a different outcome.

LGHS baseball competes in CCS after great season
SHE SHOOTS AND SCORES: Sara Deck takes a shot and scores in a CCS game vs Gunn.

team visualized their races before every practice in 
order to calm their nerves for the actual race day. 
Junior Bruno Boltz detailed the team’s closeness: 
“The best part about being on the team is it doesn’t 
feel like a team, it’s so much more of a family where 
everyone supports and cares about everyone’s goals.”

The Wildcats had an incredibly successful CCS. 
The girls placed fourth in the 200 yard medley relay, 
sixth in the 200 yard freestyle relay, and thirteenth 
in the 400 yard freestyle relay. The boys placed 
seventh and sixth in the 200 and 400 freestyle 
relays. Surma won her consolation heat of the 200 
yard freestyle, out touching her competitor by .01 
seconds. After breaking the 200 yard individual 
medley school record in trials, Nguyen went on to 
break it again, and this time a second faster, placing 
third. Nguyen later swam the 100 yard butterfly and 
placed fourth. Brown won her consolation heat of 
the 100 yard freestyle, and teammate Tao was just 
a stroke behind. Brown and Tao placed ninth and 
twelfth respectively. Senior Captain Tony Casaccia 
placed sixth in both his 100 and 50 yard freestyles. 
Both teams placed in the top eight in CCS, with boys 
in eighth and girls in sixth. 

Senior Captain Edward Zhang recapped his final 
season, “I think what stands out above the perfect 
tan and the endorphins and the sweet aroma of chlo-
rine is our supportive teammates. The LGHS swim 
team is unified and spirited. I’m lucky to be a part of 
such an incredible group of swimmers and coaches.”

Make sure to congratulate your CCS swimmers 
and CIF State qualifiers. 

an offense that the Cats’ defense struggled to match. 
As for the team’s offense, attackers worked as a unit in drives to 

the goal and running plays, but the clock ran out before the team 
could catch up. On the draws, Katie Enns, Sara Deck, and Sarah 
Geiken all switched off in attempt to get possession of the ball 
after each goal. The girls managed to get a majority of the balls 
in the first possession, helping to put up a good fight against the 
Titans. Overall, the game was close, and the Wildcats gave their 
best effort in their final moments of play this season.

Considering past seasons, this season has been one of the most 
successful for LGHS girls lacrosse. The current seniors had never 
attended a championship game, so they have shaped the program 
for future years to uphold. 

One attacker, Mia Teague, commented on the season: “In the 
beginning we played more as individuals, but as we got to know 
each other better and our skills got better, we started to play as 
a team.” This statement definitely holds true to the girls lacrosse 
season. Watch out for these ladies next year. 

Dreaming wows at Derby

place horses only earning their owners 400,000 and 
200,000 dollars, respectively.

The Always Dreaming team plans to ride the 
wave of success to secure the Triple Crown of Thor-
oughbred Racing, which entails consecutive wins at 
the Kentucky Derby, the Preakness Stakes, and the 
Belmont Stakes. Having won the first of the three 
events, Always Dreaming is on track to keep his 
streak and sweep the competitions to win the title.

Thunder Snow, a young colt from Dubai, did not 
finish the race because he broke poorly and bucked 
out of the gate. Initial medical reports say that he 
is not injured and will be fine to race again. 

Another notable competitor was Patch, a three 
year old Thoroughbred with only one eye. Even with 
his vision impaired, Patch performed well in the 
Derby which, according to jockey Trevor Breen, is 
due to the “heart, mind, and attitude of the horse.”

The 2017 Kentucky Derby marks the fifth year 
in a row wherein the favored racehorse has taken 
the first place title, as well as a second win for To 
Pletcher, Always Dreaming’s trainer, who first took 
home a championship in 2010 with Super Saver.
(Sources: CBS Sports, Bleacher Report)

POP FLY: Junior, Cole Patterson catches a ball in the outfield as senior Ryan Wilcox jogs in.
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young team, Wilcox and Youngblood were great leaders and helped with  
any inexperience.

This was the first baseball team to play on the new turf field that 
was recently installed. The team is primarily excited about no more 
field preparation, and also because there are “no bad hops” on turf, 
which refers to when a baseball bounces on uneven ground. Before the 
turf, the boys were responsible for mowing their field and raking the 
dirt. Now, the turf removes the burden of field preparation, and the 
ground balls are more predictable. The field in general is much larger 
than some Major League Baseball stadiums.

If you see one of your baseball players around campus, be sure to 
congratulate them on making CCS!

READY GO: Kentucky Derby jockeys race around the track.SAY CHEESE: LGHS swim team poses for a photo at their meet.

DERBY TIME: Churchill Downs racetrack prepares to host the derby.
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