
within our predicted lifetimes. With a pre-
dicted population of around 9.7 billion by 2050, 
resources will strain and demand will grow for 
sources of food, power, water, and other resources 
we currently take for granted. The IPCC, which 
works to analyze climate patterns and make 
predictions about the world’s future, predicts that 
ground level ozone levels will rise by 20 parts per 
million, carbon dioxide will nearly double, the 
global temperature could rise by as much as 2.6 
degrees Celsius, and the oceans may rise as many 
as 32 centimeters. These changes will negatively 
affect our living conditions more abruptly than 
any rapid environmental change seen in Earth’s 
history. This is the reason some scientists believe 
we are in the middle of a sixth mass extinction; 
global warming has never been so rapid or so 
impacted by a single species. Because our govern-
ment isn’t promoting environmental conscious-
ness, it is especially important that we, the next 
generation, take up arms against climate change 
and make every effort to preserve Earth.

One easy way to do so is to stop idling your 
car in the morning before school. It’s truly 

Though I’ve always 
found Bill Nye enter-
taining, his new Netflix 
original, Bill Nye Saves 
the World, delivers a 
message of environmen-
tal activism at a crucial 
time. Inspired by the 

science guy, mounting opposition from the fed-
eral government, a year in environmental science, 
and the ever-crushing weight of facts, I am here 
to encourage every student to do all that is pos-
sible to change and improve our environment.

President Trump and the Republican party 
have disregarded climate change as an issue 
relevant to our nation. Trump tweeted in 2012 
that climate change is a hoax manufactured by 
China and has stuck by this assertion, which 
is simply impossible. No country can create 
the illusion of massive drought, extended heat 
waves, longer growing seasons, or the spread of 
tropical organisms and diseases (Zika, West Nile 
Virus). Despite the convincing facts and endless 
studies published through organizations like 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) and the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), the federal administration has partially 
defunded science research, put a gag order on 
the EPA, and discouraged organizations intended 
to mitigate climate change.

That’s why it’s on us now. Us, as in everyone 
who would like to live in a world that resembles 
the one we enjoy today well into the future. 
Most predictions of future ramifications of global 
warming are predictions with deadlines between 
2050 and 2100; notable changes will occur well 
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Blackface prom ask reveals internalized racism at LGHS

by Emerson-Alysia Hughes
People Editor

Our generation should be responsible for the planet

Celebrities should not reject photos at appropriate times

by Lark Breen
Editor-in-Chief

One of the most excit-
ing things that can happen 
is spotting a celebrity. No 
matter what age you are, 
seeing a famous person in 
the same place, leaves you 
feeling both star-struck and 
eager to approach them. 

Though many people would feel compelled to race 
over for a picture or an autograph, a part of the 
brain called the amygdala is emitted, and people 
either become fearful of the celebrity rejecting 
them, leading them to evade asking for a photo, or 
they have a ‘now or never’ attitude and go up to the 
celebrity, braving the risk of rejection. Then there 
are individuals who believe that asking celebrities for 
photos is completely wrong and disrespectful, that 
all people should have their right to privacy. Though 
celebrities have the right to live a life away from the 
media, they also have to know that with their fame 
comes with some extra baggage like being followed 
by paparazzi, as well as being asked for photos and 
autographs. After all, without a fanbase, celebrities 
would not maintain their level of fame. If done at an 
appropriate time, asking for a photo with a celebrity 
is completely fine for fans to do and should not be 
looked down upon.

 I have been in a few situations where I have 
seen famous people with their families and friends in 

disheartening to walk through the senior park-
ing lot and see exhaust pipe after exhaust pipe 
expelling hot, smoggy fumes. If you idle in order 
to stay warm, wear a sweater instead. If you idle 
in order to listen to music, use your phone and a 
cup, headphones, or invest in a mobile speaker. In 
addition, stop driving alone, and stop driving at 
all if you live near school. Doing so will cut down 
on the industrial smog in our area, even if you 
can barely see the impact on the world as a whole.

Another crucial step all students should take 
towards sustainable living is reusing containers 
and ensuring responsible recycling. Apart from the 
obvious benefits of not creating excess waste with 
ziploc bags, plastic water bottles, and individual 
snack packages, recycling properly also saves the 
school money because it is easier to process clean 
recyclables without resorting them first. Pick 
up your waste on the front lawn and dispose of  
it properly.

Finally, vote with your dollar by buying 
and consuming foods that are sustainable. For 
example, cut out the Nutella from your diet, 
because this tasty hazelnut chocolate spread 
incorporates palm oil to obtain that delectable, 
smooth texture. Palm oil is obtained through the 
despicable process of clear-cutting tropical forests 
to create palm oil plantations, displacing wildlife 
and people. Constant replanting hurts the quality 
of the soil, destroys a valuable carbon sink and 
kills endangered species, including the orangutan, 
by destroying their critical habitat. Palm oil is 
used in ice cream, lipstick, and many common 
products, so check the ingredient label before 
you reach checkout.

Another option is to buy locally-grown 
food to reduce emissions, energy, and excess 
packaging used in transportation, support the 

A notification appeared 
on El Gato’s facebook on 
Sunday, stating that we had 
been tagged in a post that 
reads as follows: “The fact 
that somebody from Los 
Gatos High School thought 
it was OK to ask somebody to 

prom wearing blackface does not surprise me. However, 
the fact that social media and local news sources have 
not had the courage to speak out and condemn this 
inappropriate behavior is truly despicable. Before we 
continue to normalize racism, perhaps it’s important to 
think about who and what we are protecting with our 
silence.” The post was created by Miles Patrick Lucey, 
an alum of LGHS.

On Friday, May 12, an LGHS senior asked a girl to 
Prom in blackface makeup. The ask was a recreation 
of a Bitmoji-Snapchat message he had sent to the girl 
earlier. The Bitmoji is an African American avatar with 
blue hair, glasses, a tank top, a bow, and a bright Prom 

by Danika Lyle
Editor-in-Chief

poster. He asked the girl at her house without a 
bow, tank top, or blue hair dye, but did choose to 
blacken his face. The student posted pictures of 
his ask on Instagram, and as I write this article, 
the post remains. 

I shouldn’t have to write an article about the 
offensiveness of blackface. But here we are, so let’s 
get into it. Blackface got its start in America in the 
1800s as a means to mock, dehumanize, and exploit 
slaves and exaggerate stereotypes. The continual use 

of blackface perpetuates the idea that the color of 
someone’s skin is an acceptable subject of ridicule. 
It does not matter what the original intent was. It 
does not matter that the blackface was meant to 
replicate a fictional avatar. You cannot separate 
blackface from its racist, colonial origins. The 
negative effects of blackface still impact and shape 
people’s lives today. 

Thinking that blackface is acceptable in any 
capacity normalizes the act of taking someone’s 

ethnicity, using it for your own entertain-
ment, and dropping it when you’ve had 
enough. That is white privilege: appropri-

ating the color of someone’s skin for 
your personal jokes and being able 
to wash it off the next day when 

so many cannot. 
As Lucey pointed out in his Face-

book post, one of the most unnerving 
things about this prom ask is the lack of 

protest. It had received fifty seven likes. Fifty 
seven people viewed the post and overlooked 

its racism. Moreover, 11 people were brave 

public. While I was terrified to go up to them to ask 
for a photo, my younger sister, who is hard to say 
no to, pestered me until I gave in. One of the most 
famous celebrities I have seen is Jason Segel. Segal 
and girlfriend were having drinks at the bar at the 
time. While I was too nervous to go up to him, my 
parents reminded me that I had to go now before 
they went to have dinner, otherwise I would miss 
my opportunity. So, after having to be persuaded 
into asking Segel for a photo, I was shocked by how 
nice and friendly he was. I felt like I should never be 
afraid to ask for photos with someone famous again. 

After my sister and I took a sneaky photo with 

Segel, the hostess showed them to their table for 
dinner. Soon after, when some others recognized 
Segel was in the restaurant, a group of individu-
als went up to him during his dinner and despite 
my belief that he would say yes to them, he 
rejected them. Knowing that Segel was a nice 
person, I immediately became angry at the fans 
for approaching Segel, yet I felt like a hypocrite 
because I had done the same thing. However, after 
thinking about it, I realized what bothered me so 
much about the group of fans was the way they 
asked him for approval. The group approached him 
in the middle of dinner with his girlfriend. This 
to me is the equivalent of something children do 
when they are young and interrupt in the middle 
of conversations. 

Another time when I was in Hawaii, Richard 
Sherman was on vacation with his family. While I 
do not follow football at all, my family yet again 
told me to be the one to ask for a photo. However, 
this ask did not turn out like Segel’s had. Instantly, 
after I asked him, he immediately answered with 
“No, not on vacation.” While he was respectful to 
me, I felt annoyed by his decision since I did ask 
him at a time when he was not hanging out in 
the pool with his family. While I tried to play it 
off cool, I awkwardly turned away from him and 
it instantly made me disapprove of him, which 
led me to unfollow him on social media. In this 
instance, I asked at a time when it would not 
be noticeable for us to snap a quick selfie, yet 

local economy, and encourage sustainable grow-
ing practices. Or, finally, you could eat vegan 
or vegetarian in order to eat lower on the food 
chain, which is more energy efficient and discour-
ages meat production plants that pollute the air 
and water and make disease more likely in the  
overly tight quarters of the animals.

Do something to support the world. It needs 
the help of people who care about a future 
without widespread lung disease from air pol-
lution, dehydration from water shortages, or 
the loss of keystone species like orangutans.  
We all must take steps, even small ones, to promote 
the  future, because the impacts of human activity will  
only become more obvious as the years go on.
(Sources: NASA, IPCC, SFChronicle, WWF, The Sixth  
Extinction, EPA)

his immediate rejection made me feel like I was 
inferior to him and I instantly disliked him as a 
person and as an athlete. 

I understand that celebrities are just humans 
under their layers of fame and that celebrities have 
a right to privacy. However, in a situation that 
seems appropriate, I believe a celebrity should not 
feel entitled to say no to individuals who follow 
them and help maintain their popularity. It is 
imperative that the celebrities are asked at an 
appropriate time and in an appropriate manner. 
Celebrities and fans should develop a mutualistic 
universal relationship: that if you respect them, 
then they will respect you.

enough to leave comments like “this is iconic,” 
“GOAT,” and “U the MVP.” Praising someone 
for blackface does not leave you innocent. By 
applauding the Instagram post, you are support-
ing the perpetuation of a racist practice. Even 
the remaining 46, those who saw the post and 
liked it, are not innocent. Like Lucey said, it is 
disgusting to watch students overlook racism in 
school in favor of saving face. 

So who and what are we protecting by keep-
ing our silence on these issues? We are protecting 
the idea that you can get away with racism if 
you’re trying to be “funny.” We are protecting the 
idea that it is more important to maintain rela-
tionships and save someone’s feelings than call 
them out for racism. We are protecting a group 
of people who are sometimes well-meaning, 
sometimes just ignorant, but always in need of an 
education on the impact of their actions. We are 
protecting the stunted progress of our struggle 
to heal the racial divide.

The El Gato staff will not protect this act 
with our silence.
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