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by Madeline Pollock
Culture Editor

The 22nd annual Los Gatos Historic Homes Tour 
took place on April 22 and 23 from 10 AM to 4 
PM. This year’s tour displayed the unique homes 
of the Almond Grove Historic District, one of the 
oldest neighborhoods in Los Gatos. 

The Los Gatos Historic Homes Tour started 
in 1995 as a way to honor the oldest and most 
historic houses of Los Gatos. The volunteer guides 
show the homes and share their knowledge and 
love of local historic gems. The homes feature 
a variety of architectural styles dating back to 
the 1800s. The guided tours showcase the five 
designated historic districts of Los Gatos: Almond 
Grove Historic District, University/Edelen Historic 
District, Fairview Plaza Historic District, Broad-
way Historic District, and Downtown Los Gatos 
Historic District. Despite their charm, the homes 
are known for their character and frequent ghost 
visitations. There were many new supporting pro-
grams this year. This year’s tour highlighted five 
homes, three of them located in the Almond Grove 

Willow Glen double murder shocks tranquil community 
by Emerson Hughes
People Editor

On the night of Wed., May 3, 24-year-old Mirza 
Tatlic fatally shot Naren Prabhu and his wife, Radha 
Prabhu, the parents of Tatlic’s ex-girlfriend, at their 
house on Laura Ville Lane in Willow Glen. The police, 
including a SWAT team, arrived at the scene at 9 
PM after receiving the call from the Prabhus’ eldest 
son, who had been able to escape the house when 
Tatlic entered. 

Upon the police’s arrival, they saw Naren Prabhu 
dead near the front door of the house and later 
learned that the suspect had Radha Prabhu, along 
with their 13 year-old-son, held captive. While the 
suspect released the youngest son, he shot and 
killed Mrs. Prabhu. Rachel Prahbu, the daughter of 
the slain victims, was not present at the time of 
the shooting. At the scene, the police department 
attempted to talk Tatlic into surrendering peace-
fully, but he refused. Shortly after, Talin walked 
up close to the window, pointing his handgun at 
the police through the window. Afraid of who Talic 

might harm next, Officer Jacob Morris discharged his 
weapon, striking and killing Tatlic. This 16 year-old 
veteran officer currently is on paid administrative 
leave per department policy. 

Tatlic, who lived in Campbell, had a history 
of domestic violence and mental illness and also 
had a DUI on his record. On top of that, he had 
two restraining orders placed on him – one from 
his mother, and the other from Rachel Prabhu. 
Tatlin’s mother placed a restraining order on him 
last summer after he threatened to kill her. Tatlin’s 
mother reported this incident on Aug. 30, when 
Tatlic came into her bathroom, took the blow dryer 
from her hand, and began to hit the walls, screaming 
“[expletive, expletive, die [expletive,] why didn’t 
you get killed.”  However, in January, Tatlic’s mother 
decided to rescind the restraining order, comment-
ing that her son had improved and had apologized 
for his outrageous behavior. Rachel Prabhu had an 
active restraining order on him starting from the 
prior year, when the relationship between Tatlic 
and her ended.

Historic District. Visitors had the opportunity to 
tour Crider Mansion, the home of J. Walter Crider. 
The Crider Mansion was built between 1906 and 
1908; Crider purchased the home in 1920. He 
once owned a popular department store on Main 

Street. Today, the exterior of the home reflects the 
original Victorian design; however, the interior has 
been refurbished to a contemporary design. 

The tour showcased other homes, many of 
which are in their  original condition. Many of the 

New Museum hosts the Los Gatos Historic Homes Tour
unrenovated homes retain vintage details and 
distinctiveness such as windows on a pulley 
system, Douglas Fir floors, gas lines in the ceil-
ings, several raw attics, and an array of grand 
fireplace mantels. 

The New Museum of Los Gatos sponsored 
the Historic Homes Tour. All proceeds from the 
event benefit programs and exhibits at The New 
Museum of Los Gatos, which is a non-profit 
organization. This is the most profitable event 
for the local museum. General Admission cost 50 
dollars which included admission to tours on both 
April 22 and 23, as well as admission to a panel 
discussion on Historic Homes Architecture and 
Restoration. The New Museum of Los Gatos hosted 
the panel discussion on Wednesday, April 19. The 
limited VIP ticket cost 75 dollars which included 
admission to both tours, admission to a panel 
discussion on Historic Homes Architecture and 
Restoration, and a private reception at the newly 
opened art gallery, Whitney Modern, on April 21.  
(Sources: Mercury News, The New Museum of 
Los Gatos, LiveInLosGatosBlog.com, The Patch)

by Hannah Whitney
Graphics Editor

On May 6, Homestead sophomore Kimberly Nuestro 
collapsed on the court during a AAU basketball tour-
nament at Mission College. She was pronounced dead 
a day later. The cause of death is still unknown, as 
the autopsy results will take weeks to process, but 
the cause of death is assumed to be because of a pre-
existing condition. 

Nuestro had fainted twice previously, the first time 
in AAU conditioning last year and the other on the 
athletic field at Homestead. She also had breathing 
issues and migraines in a previous basketball tourna-
ment. Although she underwent MRI scans, her doctor 
cleared her to play at Mission College. 

On Saturday, Nuestro landed on the back of her 
head, but assured her parents that she was fine. Her 
father remembers her repeating, “I’m okay Daddy. I’m 
okay Mommy.” She took ice from her mom, ran along 
the sideline, and returned to the court. Minutes later, 
she grabbed her chest, sat on the bench, and collapsed. 

Her death has been a tragedy to her family and her 
community who remember her friendly personality. 
“She’s so simple,” said her father. “She liked baking. 
She liked cooking pancakes. She is so simple and quiet. 
She does her homework – straight A’s in school. Her 

SPECTACULAR SPONSORS: The New Museum of Los Gatos benefits from the earnings that the historic homes tour produces.

STEEP DECLINE: The leopard shark population decreases. 

by Sam Zukin
News Editor

Since the middle of March, dead leopard 
sharks have been washing up on the shores 
of Northern California at alarming rates. 
The death toll has not been this high since 
2011 and biologists are perplexed about the 
origin. The United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service are investigating the loss of life and 
trying to connect this to the high death rate 
in 2011. Van Sommeran, a conservationist 
affiliated with The Pelagic Shark Research 
Foundation (PSRF), a nonprofit group that 
both researches and raises awareness about 
shark conservation, discusses an important 
component of the 2011 deaths: “The healthy 
specimens were loaded with toxins.”

The Leopard sharks are a cultural part of 
San Francisco Bay Area where they abound. 
Many of them have been found in cities along 
the coast such as Redwood City, Foster City, 
Alameda, Hayward, and San Francisco, while 
others have been found in Marin County as 
well. Mark Okihiro, a pathologist for the 
California Department of Fish and the Wildlife 
commented on the recent startling deaths: 
“My estimate is that several hundred sharks 
have already died. There appears to be no 
leveling off of shark deaths in the bay. I am 
still getting reports from locations through-
out the South Bay regarding dead or dying 
leopard sharks.”

Van Sommeran and his team have helped 
aid the effort by collecting many of the dead 
species and giving them to specialists who 
can help find out why the sharks died. Tests 
revealed a potent viral and fungal infection 
that reaches the brains of the leopard sharks. 
The PSRF surmised that the toxin that is 
infecting the sharks could be due to the 
runoff of the industrial cities located in the 
bay. Officials also believe that the man-made 
lagoons located in Foster City and Redwood 
City are fencing in the leopard sharks and as 
a result, the fungi present in the lagoons are 
negatively affecting them. Sommeran adds, 
“If leopard sharks are trapped within these 

stagnant waterways with high levels of suspended 
fungi, then they could be exposed to an overwhelm-
ing number of fungi, become infected and die. 
Leopard sharks in the bay are likely exposed because 
they aggregate in large numbers, in shallow water, 
during the spring.”

Officials are understandably worried about the 
effects these deaths cause during the reproductive 
season, and even though leopard sharks are not an 
endangered species, they still need protection before 
the problem escalates. 

Before the numerous sharks died, many showed 
erratic behavior such as their swimming behavior 
not being uniform with other sharks. Individuals 
are warned to stay away from the sharks especially 
if their behavior is characterized by these patterns. 
Scientists surmise that the fungal brain infections 
could be related to the excess rain in California this 
year, and the storms have also possibly decreased 
the salinity in the bay that could have further hurt 
the sharks. 

Other species such as bat rays, guitarfish, and 
halibut have died under similar circumstances and 
officials seem to be getting to the end of their 
chaotic investigation. 
(Sources: SF Gate, CBS, News Network, Mercury News)

dream is to have a simple life, have two kids, two 
boys. The smile that she has and the look that she 
has touched a lot of people. She helped people do 
homework.” He added that he is so touched by the 
support of the community, adding that he hopes no 
other parents experience the loss of a child. 

She was the captain of the junior varsity basket-
ball team and was a passionate fan of the Warriors’ 
Stephen Curry. The community has even created 
a social media campaign for him to sign Nuestro’s 
basketball shoes. Curry accepted and responded by 
saying “It’s obviously an unfortunate situation for 
her family. Heard her story, how much she loved 
basketball, how much she loved watching us play.”

Homestead recently held a candlelight vigil in 
her name, as well as set up a memorial for students 
to honor her. Students left photos, cards, flowers, 
and other mementos for her family. “On behalf of 
everyone whose lives Kimberly touched, thank you 
for all the support you showed by wearing blue and 
gold on Monday and for your continued support 
throughout this time,” said the school. Her funeral 
will be held today.
(Sources: Mercury News, ABC)

Homestead girl passes away Leopard sharks die in Bay

The police are still investigating the scene and 
the weapons used, especially because Tatlic did not 
use a gun registered to him. The police are also 
investigating Tatlic’s Instagram posts, which seem 
directed at his ex-girlfriend. One of Tatlic’s more 
disturbing posts said there would be “no mercy 
on the ones that love you most.” His most recent 
post was a picture of a pack of cigarettes with the 
caption “Hope I get more than just one...the real 
Mirza...sucks this cost me my lyf.”  Investigators 
are also looking into what might have happened 
in the relationship. Police Chief Eddie Garcia stated 
that, “One could infer that it is over a failed rela-
tionship, however the extent of how that really got 
to this individual still remains to be investigated 
and thoroughly vetted,” Garcia continued, saying 
“Obviously this relationship had something to do 
with his motive. We just don’t know the extent of it.” 

Naren Prabhu was the vice president of engineer-
ing at Juniper Networks. The company released a 
statement that said the company was “deeply sad-
dened by the recent loss of a longtime employee and 

are focused on supporting our employees and their 
families through this difficult time.”

The family also attended Holy Spirit Church in 
San Jose, according to the Rev. Brendan McGuire, 
who met with the couple’s devastated children Friday 
night, including their 13 and 20-year-old sons.
(Sources: NBC, ABC7, KRON, CBS, Mercury, SF Gate)

ALWAYS REMEMBERED: Nuestro attended Homestead High. 

LOCAL TRAGEDY: Nuestro collapsed while at Mission College. 

DISTURBIA: The murder disrupts the quiet neighborhood.
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