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by Sophie Domengeaux
News Editor

Through hard work, dedication, and team spirit, the 
LGHS softball team is making its way to CCS. The girls have 
endured long practices and tough games to reach their cur-
rent record. The team has great talent this year. For example, 
captain Madeline Colombo has signed with Manhattan 
College to play Division 1 softball next fall. Coming together 
like never before, the girls consider themselves family with 
a bond incomparable to previous years. 

Senior and one of three captains this year, Camille 
Hench describes the team as “competitive yet supportive. 
In the beginning of the season we had a team talk to get 
everybody on the same page for what we expected of the 
team. It was really great to hear everybody’s opinions. I 
think we’ve gotten a lot closer as teammates.” 

Through this newfound closeness, the team is able to 
execute excellent plays and win several games, including 
one against LGHS’ rival, Saratoga High. Currently, the girls 
have a record of 11-10-1. The team hopes to make it to the 
CCS Championships this season, and with their impressive 
record, they are close to qualifying. When asked about CCS 

Softball team reaches for CCS

by Dakota Rodgers
Editorial Editor

The Los Gatos Wildcats varsity baseball team has been on 
a hot streak, winning its last six league games, bringing its 
overall record to 17-9 and league record to 13-1. The team 
is dominating its league, currently in first place, already 
having beaten its toughest league competition. Finished 
with league play, the Cats will start league playoffs next 
week before heading to CCS at the end of May.

After a tough home loss to Palo Alto 4-0 at home on 
Apr. 13, the boys faced Milpitas the following day, winning 
4-0 and then heading to Palo Alto the next day, beating 
the Vikings 7-4 in a close game. A key victory in securing 
a league win, the second Palo Alto game was featured on 
Cal-Hi sports as the game of the week. Dominating pitching 
performances by seniors Jake Holton and Brooks Olesek 
helped limit the other team’s offense. Additionally, senior 
Hunter Bigge played for the first time this year after 
recovering from a significant back injury. He pitched the 
final two innings of the win against Palo Alto, struggling 
through the sixth inning, but dominating in the seventh. 

Villanova takes home the NCAA Championship title
by Cole van Miltenburg
Sports Editor

On Mon., Apr. 4, the Villanova basketball team made history when 
it won the NCAA Men’s Championship with a buzzer-point shot. After 
a month of top teams competing in March Madness, the final game 
came down to the No. 2 seed Villanova Wildcats and No.1 seed UNC Tar 
Heels. Even before the game began, critics presumed that the game 
would be intense and close in score because of how equally matched 
the two teams are.

In the final four minutes of the game, Villanova was initially 
ahead 70-64; however, after impressive three point shots by both 
sides, the game got even closer with a score of 77-74. Then, North 
Carolina player Kris Jenkins tied the game with a three point shot. 
With only 4.7 seconds left in the game, Villanova made the play 

that gave them the champion-
ship title. In the team’s final 

huddle, coach Jay Wright 
went over the play with the 
team, and coaches felt con-

fident that the players would 
make the shot.

 Forward Daniel Jenkins 
inbounded the ball to point 

guard Ryan Arcidiacono, after 

which forward Daniel Ochefu set a pick on Aracidiano’s defender. After 
this, he was able to pass the ball to Kris Jenkins, who was running up 
behind him and standing behind the three point line. With 1.2 seconds 
left in the game, Jenkins was unblocked by the defense for a brief 
moment, and he went for a three-pointer; the ball went in after the 
buzzer. The crowd of seventy-five thousand roared in excitement, and 
teammates piled together in the middle of the court. However, there 
was no time for immediate celebration after the shot went in. It was 
initially unclear whether the ball had left Jenkins’ hands before the 
sound of the buzzer, but after a replay of the clip it was clear that his 

shot was valid; therefore, Villanova won the game.
The play was not especially difficult, but it was unexpected by 

North Carolina, as seen by their inability to defend Jenkins as he 
took the three-point shot. The play was heavily practiced by the 
team; player Phil Booth said, “We run that play every day — end of 
every practice.” 

Villanova’s exceptional performance in the game can be attributed 
to the extreme talent of its players. Phil Booth scored the most points 
in the game. In total, the sophomore guard scored 20 points, making 
the final game his best college game so far. Another star performance 
was made by senior point guard Ryan Arcidiacono, who played with 
remarkable energy and scored 17 points in the game. This win was 
also a huge achievement for 
Jay Wright, who has coached 
the team since 2001, and has 
been fighting for the national 
title ever since. On the big win, 
coach Wright said: “You know 
when you have a bad dream, and 
you wake up and think, ‘Thank God, 
that didn’t actually happen’? This is 
the opposite of that. It’s, ‘Wow, we 
really did beat them. It’s over.’”
(Sources: CNBC, ESPN)
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Wrestling goes to Cuba
by Lauren Sanders
Opinion Editor

Over Spring Break, LGHS wrestlers took a journey to one of the most controversial 
and culturally-intriguing destinations available to travelers: Cuba. The team travelled to 
Santiago, Cuba, to train with the Santiago de Cuba National Team. They ended up adven-
turing around various areas in addition to participating in intense wrestling matches.

Upon arrival in Cuba, the team faced a shock – instead of taking them to the nice, 
downtown hotel where they had planned to stay, their tour bus transported them to a 
hotel made up of houses seized by the government during the revolution. Because Cuba 
is a communist nation with government-owned property, the wrestlers had no option 
other than to stay there. However, sophomore Quintin Leary explains that it ended 
up being an enriching experience to live in these houses in a Santiago community.

Each morning, the team woke up and walked roughly two blocks to the hotel break-
fast, passing many locals on the way and getting glimpses of Cuban life. “The children 
walking to school were joking around just like any other kids,” Leary observes, “except 
it was, of course, entirely in Spanish.”

As for the wrestling part of the trip, the team describes the Cuban National Team as 
having a unique style of wrestling and a special commitment to the sport. “The craziest 
part is that these world-class athletes didn’t even have shoes!” Leary recalls. This was 
one of many instances that gave our wrestlers perspective of the status of other areas 
of the world and the overratedness of new, expensive equipment. “New worldviews were 
developed among my teammates and I as we saw our Cuban counterparts running on 
dirty, rocky roads barefoot,” explains sophomore wrestler Alex Escudero. The team 
was able to donate forty pairs of wrestling shoes and anything else they could fit into 
their luggage to the Santiago de Cuba National Team.

While the LGHS team travelled to Cuba with the purpose of wrestling, the sport was 
only a part of the experience. They observed the culture of a post-revolutionary country 
that remains under almost total control of the government. From propaganda featuring 
Fidel Castro and Che Guevara, to the recent legalization of owning a private business, 
Cuba is almost the opposite of what the team knows from living in the United States.

Tourism was also a facet of the team’s agenda. The wrestlers visited castles, museums, 
battlefields, beaches, and even a musical arts school. “The team had a great time get-
ting out on the dance floor with some amazingly talented musicians,” Leary recollects. 
Additionally, the team was able to spend a lot of time together and have “incredible 
team bonding unlike anything [they’ve] experienced before,” Escudero describes.

This incredible experience of visiting a country that was recently off-limits from 
United States citizens is a unique and powerful one, and the wrestlers are bursting 
with anecdotes and knowledge about the obscure, faraway, and culturally fascinating 
country that is Cuba. Escudero says, “Overall, traveling to Cuba was an experience that 
will influence my life forever.”

LG Baseball showcases talent
The next week the Cats earned two wins against Wilcox 
High School, winning 7-2 away and then 3-1 at home 
before heading into their final week of league play and 
picking up two wins over Saratoga.

While the varsity team has had trouble with private 
school competition, it is ending the season on a roll and 
hopes to continue to bring this intensity to both league 
and CCS playoffs. The boys were so close to a CCS Open 
Division title last year and hope to make it equally as 
far, if not farther this year.

The JV team has had a rough season in league 
play with a league record of 5-6 as of last week, but is 
dominating private school and out of league competi-
tion with a record of 14-8. Under new head coach Jerry 
McClain, the team has seen success against Bellarmine, 
St. Francis and Sacred Heart Prep. The team will look to 
end the season strong with two league games against 
Saratoga this week.

Overall, the Wildcats have had an outstanding season 
of play and hope. With the help of their overwhelming 
amount of seniors, they will be able to be successful 
through the final weeks of their season. 

Hench said, “The boy’s baseball team did an amazing 
job last year of making it really far in CCS. We’d like 
to do the same thing and bring LG to CCS for softball.” 

The girls encourage all LGHS students to attend 
their games, considering they’re often extremely close 
and very entertaining to watch. Hench describes an 
away game against Presentation as “really intense. At 
the bottom of the last inning, the game was tied with 
Pres having their bases loaded. The next hitter hit a line 
drive right through a gap, and unfortunately we lost 
that game. Even though we lost, we made really good 
plays and put up a great fight against a pretty success-
ful team.” Colombo, comments saying, “I would love for 
people to come and watch our games. I just think that 
not a lot of students at LG don’t know when they start 
or whether they’re at home or away.” 

If you would like to attend a game, the next one is 
Wednesday, May 4 at home against Wilcox. The game 
starts at 4:00pm, so be sure to come out and cheer 
them on! They would love any support from their fellow 
students as they make their way to CCS. Good luck ladies 
and roll cats!

THE VENUE: The two teams faced off at the Reliant Stadium in Houston, Texas.

SIGHTSEEING: The team visited various cultural and historical sites during its free time in Cuba.  

BATTER UP: Senior Camille Hench takes a swing at the ball.

DETERMINED: Senior Brooks Olesek pitches against Los Altos.

GO TEAM: Coaches call the players in for a huddle during a game.

GO CATS: The LGHS wrestlers line up for a competition against the Santiago de Cuba National Team.
Check out this QR 
code for footage of 
the Wildcats’ perfor-
mace against Palo 
Alto. Or go to http://

goo.gl/XsSxI5
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