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Band marches through season V-ball has sights on win

The 2015 field hockey girls have high hopes for CCS
by Sanna Hakkarainen
News Editor

The official field hockey season has come to an end. The team is 
still undefeated and only had a few goals scored in their cage. How-
ever, the players do not have to say goodbye to “the meadow” just 
yet, for they are preparing throughout the next few weeks to win CCS.

The Cats finished the season with a bang. They began the past 
few weeks by playing Los Altos on Oct. 22. The girls played well, but 
they did not begin with their usual chemistry, and this cost them 
a goal. However, after a quick time-out, the girls went back out on 
the field and managed a 4-1 win. Then, on Oct. 27, the Cats took on 

Cupertino High School and picked up where they left off. The girls 
made fantastic stick-to-stick passes and had multiple short corners, 
leading to many of their goals. They ended the game 6-0. On the 29th, 
LGHS beat Homestead, 11-0. The girls also played Saratoga this past 
Tuesday on Nov. 3, winning 3-0 and play Lynbrook on the Nov. 5, 
which was also the girls’ senior game. 

The field hockey team is now preparing for CCS, which is a whole 
other ball game. Coach Henry Reyes prepares the girls for completely 
different players with differing skill sets from the teams they have 
been playing throughout the season. Reyes says, “we don’t want to 
just have speed like the other teams. We want to be able pass and 

dribble around them as well. This way they won’t even see it coming 
until we are already gone.” This means more fitness training so that 
the girls are prepared to play tirelessly and more stick work so that 
they are ready to maintain possession on the field. One of Reyes’ com-
monly heard quotes is “in the absence of a plan, we run,” and that is 
exactly what he is trying to train the girls to do.

The girls’ first CCS game is on Wed., Nov. 11. The quarter-finals will 
be held on Sat. Nov 14, followed by the semi-finals on Wed. Nov. 18, 
and the finals on the Sat. Nov. 21. As Reyes can constantly be heard 
saying, “don’t make plans for the Saturday before Thanksgiving” other 
than coming out and supporting our Wildcats!

by Jordan Evans
People Editor

Past the dull days of September, the LGHS marching 
band is now in the thick of competition season. Super 
Saturday rehearsals have been cut short to make time 
for travel, and three buses full of band kids sing their 
way to competitions throughout the Bay Area.

This year’s field show is titled “Pale Blue Dot,” based 
off of astrophysicist Carl Sagan’s book of the same 
name. The book describes and elaborates on the last 
picture taken by the Voyager 1 space probe in 1990. 
In the image, there is a pale blue dot, which is Earth 
from over 3.7 billion miles away. The show emulates 
the emotion and physicality of space and the miniscule 
size of Earth compared to the rest of the cosmos. This 
show is a rendition of last season’s winter percussion 
show, also titled “Pale Blue Dot.”

Directed by drum majors senior Emmy Delaney and 
junior Arjun Natarajan, the marching band and color 
guard journeyed to Gilroy High School on Sat., Oct. 10, 
for the first competition of the season. This season, the 
group competes in the 4A class, which encompasses 
bands with 101 to 140 members. The band performed 
the first three movements of the show, which includes 
the main theme, the percussion feature, and the ballad. 
LG did not win any caption awards but did place third 
overall with a score of 70.35 points.

On Sat., Oct. 17, the band traveled to the East Bay to 
Chabot College in Hayward. There, the competition was 
stiffer than the previous week, but LG pushed ahead. 
The group won second overall, scoring 70.85 points. LG 
also nabbed the auxiliary award, or outstanding work in 

color guard, and the GE award, for best general effect 
in the 4A division.

On Sat., Oct. 24, the band journeyed north to 
American Canyon High School, located just south of 
Napa. There, the members performed their entire show: 
all four movements of “Pale Blue Dot.” LG grabbed first 
place in the 4A division, scoring a season best of 77.1 
points. The group also won the GE, auxiliary, and visual 
caption awards.

The group will clean the show up and add visuals 
for the rest of the season to prepare for its next events. 
The members perform on Fri., Nov. 13 at the senior 
home football game against Mountain View, beginning 
at 7:00 pm. They will then compete at the James Logan 
Marching Band Invitational on Sat., Nov. 14 and in the 
Western Band Association Semifinals Competition at 
Fresno State. The marching band hopes to advance to 
finals the next day to top off the season.

by Elizabeth Monsef
Sports Editor

Both JV and Varsity girls volleyball teams 
are near the end of their seasons. The LGHS 
varsity girls volleyball teams battle out the 
remainder of their season with their sights 
set on the league title. The girls are placed 
second behind Palo Alto after their win against 
Mountain View on Oct. 29. Thus far, the girls 
have only lost two games, one to Los Altos 
and the other to Mountain View. 

On Oct. 21 varsity took on Gunn, winning 
in three sets with scores 32-30, 25-20, and 
25-23. Dick Sparrer of the San Jose Mercury 
News reported, “Senior Stacia Hendee and 
junior Alexandra Stracey led the Cats to the 
hard-earned win over the Titans. The two 
outside hitters shared the lead in kills with 16 
apiece for Los Gatos. Hendee also had seven 
digs and a service ace and Stracey chipped 
with a block and four digs.” Hendee comments 
“This season is going really well, I’m so glad to 
have this team for my senior year. We have a 
really good shot at winning league!”

On Thurs., Oct. 29, the girls took on 
Mountain View and came out on top. The game 
went to five sets, but the girls played with 
heart and gave it their all. The scores were 
23-25, 25-18, 26-24, 23-25, and 15-8. Senior 
Sabrina Burnett says, “I’m really proud of 
my team. We have six seniors this year and 
we want our year, 2015 up on the wall in the 
gym for being league champions.” The girls 
have made it their goal to win league and have 
their team recognized as league champions, 

since the LGHS girls volleyball varsity team has 
not won it in a while. They are currently 8-2 
in league and had two remaining league games 
of the season, one against Palo Alto on Nov. 
3 and the other against Los Altos on Nov. 5. 
The varsity girls came out on top against Palo 
Alto. On Nov. 5, the six graduating seniors were 
recognized for their accomplishments and time 
with the LGHS Girls Volleyball Program. The 
graduating seniors are setter Sarah Nelson, 
outside hitter Stacia Hendee, right side hitter 
Brooke Landaiche, libero Terra Schmidt, 
defensive specialist Emily Jarnigan, and 
defensive specialist Sabrina Burnett.

The JV team is 6-4 overall in their league. 
Like varsity, the girls won against Mountain 
View. Their three losses were to Palo Alto, Los 
Altos, and Homestead. They were able to beat 
Homestead in the second round of league play 
and lost to Palo Alto on Nov. 3. They also played 
Los Altos on Nov. 5. Team captain and sopho-
more Lexi Slonek reflects on the season by 
saying, “The thing I’ve most enjoyed is getting 
so much closer with everyone on my team and 
making so many new friends that I’m going to 
have for the rest of high school.” The girls have, 
over the years, achieved the close “family” feel-
ing that LGHS sports tend to create.

The Wildcats finished off the season on 
Nov. 5 with Senior Night against Los Altos, 
but the varsity team will continue to compete 
in the CCS Championships. Look forward to 
watching the girls play some of the best teams 
in the area!
(Sources: MaxPreps, San Jose Mercury News)Football crushes competition

by Tyler Condensa
Sports Editor

With eight games in the books, the Los Gatos 
Football Team currently at number two in the De 
Anza standings with a record of 5-3. On Oct. 16, Los 
Gatos suffered a disappointing loss at home to the 
Milpitas Trojans with a score of 28-14. Quarterback 
Hunter Bigge was in the midst of an off night, as 
he completed just half of his passing attempts and 
threw three times as many interceptions as he did 
touchdowns. Senior tight end Miles Beach and junior 
running back Jordan Howell both came through with 
fine outings to keep the Cats in contention. Beach 
had 2 receptions for 48 yards and a touchdown, and 
Howell had six carries for 50 yards, busting out on a 
huge 42-yard gain to give the Cats some momentum. 

Oct. 23 had better things in store for the Wildcats, 
as they came out swinging and crushed the Palo Alto 
Vikings 42-20. Los Gatos never trailed during the 
game, as the Wildcats quickly posted 21 points off of 
Bigge’s touchdown pass and Howell’s 22 and 4 yard 
scoring runs. Miles Beach had another noteworthy 
performance as he recorded two receiving touchdowns 
for himself. Following that impressive outing, the 
Wildcats continued their hot streak, as they shut 
down Fremont 48-13. Los Gatos scored 41 points in 
the first half and never looked back, as their running 
game was tremendous, tallying total touchdowns. 
Bigge played a clean game with a perfect completion 
rate, including one touchdown pass to Junior Ryan 
Wilcox on a 41-yard streak. 

 Coming up next, Los Gatos has an away battle in 

PERFECT PASS: Senior Alison Hilliard hits the ball back into play during home game.

DRIBBLE THE BALL: Junior Sara Deck passes ball during recent game at Los Gatos.

SETTLE THE SCORE: LG player, Deck successfully scores against opponent durning match.

REACHING FOR THE STARS: In one of their recent matches, Brooke Landaiche spikes the ball to win the point at an away game.

MARCH ON: LG students practice before the Homecoming Game.

Cupertino against the Homestead Mustangs. The Mustangs 
will come into this game with a record of 3-5. Home-
stead was just routed by Palo Alto 45-7, so the Wildcats 
may have an easier matchup on their hands. However, 
there’s no margin for error if the Wildcats wish to keep 
their CCS title hopes alive. Come out and support your 
Wildcats on Nov. 7!

TOUCHDOWN: The football team celebrates their win against Freemont.
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