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  NBA
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The NBA playoffs are upon us, and the Golden State Warriors have 
broken countless records. Possibly the most notable accomplishment 
was winning the most games during the regular season. Previously held 
by the 1995-1996 Chicago Bulls, the record stood at 72 wins and 10 
losses for 20 years; this season’s Warriors surpassed that with a 73-9 
record. The Dubs earned their 73rd win on the last game of the regular 
season, a home match against the Memphis Grizzlies on Apr. 13. One 
interesting note is that Steve Kerr, current Warriors head coach, was 
a member of the Bulls team that previously held the title.

That same night, the Bay Area’s poster child for success, Steph 
Curry, exceeded his own record in the number of three pointers made 
during the regular season. Throughout the 2014-2015 season, Curry 
made 286 3-point shots; this year he scored an unprecedented 402. 
Curry began the Grizzlies game with 392 under his belt, and then 
proceeded to shoot ten logic-defying three pointers. Curry holds the 
first, second, and fourth place spots for most three pointers in a season. 
The Warriors’ Klay Thompson takes third place this year with 276.
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Warriors start postseason strong after breaking records
No team in the history of the NBA has been able to win every home 

game in the regular season, but the Dubs came close, only losing two. 
The Warriors lost their home game against the Boston Celtics on Apr. 
1, ending their streak. They then lost to the Minnesota Timberwolves 
on Apr. 5.

The Warriors started in first place as the postseason commenced, 
their initial opponent being the Houston Rockets. The Dubs won 
their first bracket game on Apr. 16, scoring 104 points to the Rock-
ets’ 78. Curry tweaked his ankle and did not play the rest of the 
game and skipped the two following matchups. Apr. 18, the Warriors 
made do with the absence of one of the Splash Brothers and won 
with an end score of 115-106. On Apr. 21 the Warriors suffered a 
devastating loss. The action continued until the very last second,  
and the Warriors lost 96-97. About halfway through Game 4, Curry 
sprained the inside of his right knee, and he did not return for the 
remainder of the game. The Warriors pulled through without their 
MVP, winning 121-94. As the Dubs trek along to the road to the NBA 
Championship, they continue to blaze incredible new paths for them-
selves. (Sources: NBA, Mercury News, Basketball Reference, NY Times)
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With less than four months until the 
kick off of the 2016 Olympic Games in 
Brazil, the list of athletes to look out for 
increases every day. New and upcoming ath-
letes, qualifying at World Championships 
and several nationwide tournaments, are 
tightening the competition. Look out for 
these competitors in Rio!

Swimming: Eighteen-year-old distance 
champion Katie Ledecky currently holds 
the world records for all of her hopeful 
Olympic events: 400 meter, 800 meter, and 
1,500 meter freestyles. She has consistently 
broken and set these records since her 
breakout swims as a 15-year-old in London 
4 years ago. 

Soon to be father and 22 time Olympic 
gold medalist Michael Phelps will be making 
a comeback at his fifth Olympic Games. He 
hopes to qualify for the 200 meter Indi-
vidual Medley, and both the 200 and 100 
meter butterflies. 

Haley Anderson will be swimming the 
10 kilometer open water race, with the 
hopes of a gold medal this time around. 

Water Polo: The US Men’s water polo 
team secured their spot in Rio last summer 
at the Pan American Games. Californian 
Tony Azevedo will be competing in his  

2016 Olympics update

by Jack Zukin
World Editor

Major League Baseball is off to an excellent start this year with 
Rookie of the Year candidate, Trevor Story. Story has hit a league-lead-
ing 8 home runs, while scoring 14 runs and driving in 14 RBIs. In 
addition, his batting average is .273, his slugging percentage .742, 
and his OPS 1.052. Another standout performer this year is Chicago 
Cubs ace Jake Arrieta, who threw his second career no-hitter this year 
in the Cubs’ 16-0 win over the Cincinnati Reds. 

The rest of the league is off to an exciting start with the Baltimore 
Orioles taking an early, yet surprising, lead in the AL East with an 
11-6 record. The AL West and Central have equally surprising division 
leaders in the Chicago White Sox and the Oakland A’s, respectively. The 
National League is off to a more predictable start with NL East, Central, 
and West division leaders including the usual suspects such as the 
Washington Nationals, the Chicago Cubs, and the Los Angeles Dodgers.

Major League Baseball is off to an exceptional season
Aside from Arrieta’s dominance and Story’s amazing start, another 

highlight includes Yankees left fielder Aaron Hicks’ 105.5 mph throw 
from left field to gun down Oakland’s Danny Valencia at home as he 
tried to tag up on the play. This 105.5 mph throw is the fastest throw 
from a player to ever be recorded, breaking Aroldis Chapman’s fastest 
pitch speed of 105.1 mph and Carlos Gomez’s outfield throw record of 
103.7 mph. These ludicrous numbers are a testament to the increased 
standards for baseball players’ athletic ability in recent years. 

Unfortunately the San Francisco Giants are off to a slow start this 
year with a lackluster 9-10 record. If the Giants fail to win the World 
Series this season, it will be the first time they drop a championship in 
an even year this decade, having been champions in ‘10, ‘12, and ‘14. 
Although the Giants are struggling now, early season problems are no 
reason to count them out of the race yet as this is just the beginning 
of the 162 games that constitute a baseball season.  
(Sources: MLB.com, Yahoo News, USA Today) MAJOR BALK: The Giants’ rocky start threatens their championship record. 
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2016 OLYMPIC STATS: 22-time Olympic gold medalist Michael Phelps will return for his 5th Olympics.

CRAZY FOR CURRY: Golden State fans love Stephen Curry on and off the court. 

5th Olympics.
The Women’s team qualified in the 

Netherlands with an incredible match 
against Spain.  

Gymnastics: Although Rio won’t have 
the “Fierce Five,” the Women’s gymnas-
tics team has shown incredible promise 
after the 2016 World Championships. 
Up-and-coming Simone Biles has won 
three consecutive all-around world titles 
and three national titles. Returning Olym-
pian Gabby Douglas won the American 
Cup this last March. It will be a tight 
competition between Biles and Douglas 
this summer. 

Track and Field: The US Olympic 
Trials for track and field will take place 
on July 1-10. Keep an eye out for Ashton 
Eaton’s 1500 meter performance as well as 
400 meter world champion Allyson Felix’s 
attempt at her 4th games. 

Soccer: The Women’s Soccer team 
hopes to defend its 4th straight Olympic 
title as they play New Zealand, France, and 
Colombia. Watch for 17-year-old Mallory 
Pugh as she joins the team as a forward. 
Unfortunately the men’s team will not be 
joining the ladies in Rio after losing the 
qualifying match to Colombia. 
(Sources: Team USA, Sports Illustrated)


