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Few students actually enjoy school so 
much that they hope to come back to high 
school in the future, but sophomore Hayley 
Knowlton aspires to be a high school English 
teacher.

Knowlton hopes to become an English 
teacher and finds inspiration in her teachers 
at LGHS, acknowledging Mr. Bollhorst as 
one of her idols. She finds even the typi-
cally mundane parts of her  English classes 
entertaining, such as vocabulary quizzes and 
in-class essays. However, what she enjoys 
most is discussing books in class because 
“you’re able to find out so much more about 
the book and go way deeper to find things 
that you could not have seen on your own.”

In her English class, Knowlton’s entrepre-
neur project was dubbed Scoops for Troops, 
which sold homemade ice cream in various 
flavors and donated all proceeds to the 
United Service Organizations. The group 
chose to donate to the troops for the pop-
ular appeal of patriotism, and through this 
Knowlton has had many people approach 
her with their personal military stories. The 
project has taught her and her group about 
independence, running a business, and the 
many stresses involved. 

Knowlton has also been on leadership this 
past year and enjoys her involvement in the 
school because “it’s really cool to get a say in 
what’s going on at school. My favorite event 
so far has been the haunted house at Coro 
this year.” She takes pleasure in planning and 
putting on different events, and was ecstatic 
to join the community. After watching her 
friends be a part of leadership, Knowlton 
knew that the class would be a great fit for 
her outgoing and determined personality.

In an effort to influence and improve 
her surroundings further, Knowlton is on 
the Los Gatos Youth Commission; here, 
she gets to extend her impact beyond the 
school and reach into town issues. She has 
been an active member of the Commission 
since eighth grade and enjoys the chance  
to participate in the town government. 
Currently, the group is working on passing 
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Junior Connor Tinsley is more than the typical 
high-achieving student. Sure, he is enrolled in a slew 
of Advanced Placement courses this year, ranging from 
computer science and physics to calculus. Despite his 
academic prowess, though, Tinsley’s passions extend 
beyond academics towards many other aspects of his 
life. Specifically, he describes himself as “a dog lover 
and my girlfriend lover.” 

Tinsley’s dogs, a labrador named Tanner and a Cav-
alier King Charles Spaniel named Owen, are a reliable 
source of happiness and entertainment. In fact, he views 
dogs as such an integral part of his life that he hopes 
to continue to own dogs until he retires and moves to 
Hawaii, which he thinks will occur 
within the next fifty years. Dogs 
are not the only important things 
in Tinsley’s life, however.

Tinsley credits many of his 
teachers for inspiring him to go far 
in life, stating that “Mr. Burns is 
an inspiration every day. Mr. Boll-
horst is also an inspiration; I’d like 
to grow up and raft down rivers just 
like him or pursue graduate school 
at Harvard or Stanford… history 
with Mr. Betz is honestly the most 
interesting history course I’ve ever 
had. Never did I think that I would 

tinsley has high ambitions
be learning about the role that Disney played in World 
War II propaganda, but here I am.”

When he isn’t studying or running track, Tinsley 
hangs out with friends. He describes himself as down-to-
earth, and says that “I do like to get together in a group 
and go bowling... or have people over, talk, and hang 
out.” Despite the value that he places on friendship, 
he says that “my friends would describe me as probably 
kind of cocky and smart. I hope they would describe me 
as funny. I think it depends on which friends you ask 
because... you could ask my guy friends and they would 
be like ‘he is a jerk.’”

Perhaps one of the reasons why his friends think that 
he can be a jerk is Tinsley’s bouts of competitiveness 
when it comes to dancing. Tinsley fully acknowledges 

this, noting that  “I become 
heated in Just Dance competi-
tion. I do not like to lose… You 
know, it’s the ultimate video 
game because it combines hand-
eye coordination with technol-
ogy with sick music.” 

Tinsley’s motivation is the 
desire to beat longstanding 
rivals, commenting that “It’s 
really a confidence booster when 
you know that you can beat 
Tyler Condensa whenever he 
tries to take you down during 
“Toxic” by Britney Spears.”

by Jordan Evans
People Editor

What may come as a surprise to some is that, at one point in 
time, senior Anne Zepecki had no interest in computer science. Now, 
others know Zepecki for her achievements and passion in that very 
field. On top of that, she is involved in sports, acting as the school’s 
co-manager for the swim team and coaching tennis at 
Courtside. Busy from dawn until dusk, Zepecki is 
making a name for herself while pursuing 
her passions.

Zepecki’s first experience 
with computer science was the 
summer after seventh grade, 
at an overnight camp at 
Stanford called TechTrek. 
After meeting one of the 
head animators at Pixar, 
Zepecki realized that com-
puter science can be used for 
realms beyond software and 
other stereotypical computer con-
cepts. She sums it up saying,“my 
favorite part about computer science 
is that it can apply to any field that you’re 
interested in.” 

Devoted to learning more about technology, Zepecki took AP 
CompSci her sophomore year. The lack of female students in the 
class bothered her. Zepecki wanted “less girls deterred from the 
typical image of what a coder is,” prompting her to found the Girls 
in Computer Science Club. It hosts guest speakers, tours companies 
like Intel, Netflix, Box, and Google, plans to host a hackathon in May, 
and runs a workshop at Fisher Middle School called Wild Code. Once 

a week, members of the club teach middle schoolers about coding to 
help foster their interest in the subject.

Zepecki is dedicated to discovering more about the Silicon Valley, 
and, as a result, has had two internships with different tech compa-
nies. Last semester she interned with Intel where she learned about 
shell script and how the company operates. She notes that “It was 

exciting to see something I created go through product 
development and go to use in the system of the 

company.” This semester, Zepecki and 
junior Nat Redfern are interning at 

startup Cognoa, which is dedicated 
to diagnosing children’s learning 

disabilities online. The two stu-
dents test the app, look for 
bugs, and help with design. 
As this company varies from 
Intel in terms of the com-
pany style, Zepecki notes that 

“it helps to see the different 
parts of the tech world.” As she 

continues to explore the world 
of technology unfolding in front of 

her, she is “really glad to have had these 
opportunities” to advance her knowledge.

When she was younger, Zepecki wanted to be a teacher, 
and she still carries that desire to help educate others. She is interested 
in the relationship between computer science and education, believing 
everyone should have the ability to log on to computer and learn online. 
Last year for her Advanced Science Research project, Zepecki created a 
website to teach simple Java coding in order to encourage more girls 
to join the computer science field. She believes “computer science is a 
tool, and we just have to harness it, and it has the potential to create 

Knowlton is an avid activist

Zepecki develops her passion for education through tech

a smoking ordinance to reduce smoking in  
public places. 

Besides her town involvement, Knowlton 
is also active with animals and animal rights. 
From a young age, she has adored horses, and 
she began riding them at age five. Knowlton 
currently rides in her free time as a hobby 
at Los Gatos Farms. Knowlton says “it’s her 
favorite thing in the world” and she looks for-
ward to having more free time to ride during 
the summer. Her one wish since kindergarten 
has been to have her own horse. Horseback 
riding is a calming activity for Knowlton 
because “there’s so many things going on 
in your brain that there is not any room to 
worry about anything else.” 

Beyond the animals she personally inter-
acts with, Knowlton hopes to help animals 
around the world. She was a part of the 
Animal Rights club as a freshman, and hopes 
to rejoin again next year. Her specific con-
cerns center around endangered species, and 
if she could change one thing in the world, 
it would be to prevent extinction.       

Knowlton joyfully continues to focus her 
diligent efforts on improving her school, 
community, and world.
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Freshman Faith Tamasi enjoys the thrill of a 
good surprise. Her adventurous and outgoing nature 
prompts her to expand her horizons whether it’s 
picking sushi on a whim or setting her life goal of 
becoming a professional race car driver.

Just six months ago, Tamasi decided to give volley-
ball a shot, trying out for the LGHS team and making it 
with absolutely no previous experience. For her entire 
life, the freshman played soccer, but she left that all 
behind coming into her high school career. She says, 
“Everyone [on the volleyball team] made the transition 
really easy.” Leaving her soccer team was like leaving 
her family, but she is forever thankful for the new 
family she has found on the volleyball team. After 
all, a close team is very important. She remembers her 
favorite trip as her soccer team’s vacation to San Diego. 

Changing things up keeps also Tamasi thrilled. 
Eager to get her permit, she longs to drive herself 
and friends to the beach for a fun day in the sun 
while eating açai bowls to avoid her routine school 
day consisting of arriving to school, usually late, 
playing volleyball or working out in the off season, 
finishing homework, and attending a routine spin or 
yoga class. If she could, Tamasi states that she would 
travel the world day in and day out, skydive, explore 
new sights, and surf unfamiliar waters. Sharks and 
heights do not scare Tamasi, but when it comes to 

tamasi spreads the spirit of adventure
creepy crawly ants, count her out. Though ants are 
generally harmless, Tamasi argues, “They’re millions of 
them... They don’t drown easily, and they’re crawling 
all over the place. Ugh.”

Not only is Tamasi eager to travel the world, 
but she also is set on changing it. She immediately 
mentioned that if she could change one thing about 
the world, she would address the increasing number 
of homeless people.

Tasmasi’s bubbly nature makes it easy for anyone 
to appreciate her kind heart and hilarious sense of 
humor. Someday you might find her tearing up the 
racetrack, avoiding ants, or on the next flight to Brazil, 
but either way she will be laughing and smiling her 
way through life. Naturally, she will have a thoughtful 
phrase to accompany every situation, too.

a revolution in our society.”
Recently committed to UCLA, Zepecki is following her dream of 

majoring in Computer and Science and Engineering, which covers 
both hardware and software. There are great opportunities for stay-
ing involved in LA’s tech industry, oftentimes called “Silicon Beach.” 
Zepecki is ecstatic to continue the path that she’s worked so hard to 
shape for herself.

Before going off to college, Zepecki keeps herself busy, taking on 
the intellectual challenges of high-level classes. Although she relishes 
the coursework involved with her two math and two science classes, 
Zepecki expresses that her most profound love is for Ms. DeLaPaz, 
her AP Environmental Sciences teacher. Zepecki is also a member of 
the Peer-to-Peer group UP; she was even one of the head organizers 
for the wildly successful TedX event last January.

Possibly inspired by the fact that her favorite animal is a sea otter, 
Zepecki is one of the co-managers of the LG swim team along with 
senior Rowyn van Miltenburg. “It really exemplifies what it means 
to be a Wildcat, being on that team,” 
she says, showing her true orange and 
black pride. Zepecki also teaches two to 
three tennis clinics a week at Courtside; 
she says the 8:00 am Saturday morning 
class is “one of the favorite things I do.” 
She has been teaching the same kids 
for about a year, and she loves getting 
to know them.

Zepecki puts her whole heart 
into everything she does, whether it 
be coding, teaching, or innovating. 
Keep an eye open for this rising star; 
soon the whole world will know her  
great power.

Scan the QR code 
above to check 
out the website 

Zepecki made and 
learn how to code!
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