
by Lauren Sanders
Opinion Editor

Whether she is training hard in the pool, 
crafting intricate sculptures, learning about 
how viruses function, or perfecting her skills 
on the piano, sophomore Emma Brezoczky 
pursues each of her passions with energy 
and a will to succeed. A veteran of the pool, 
Brezoczky has been playing for various 
water polo teams for three 
years and embraces it as a 
significant part of her life. 
She truly loves playing 
water polo and seeing her 
hard work pay off as her 
team triumphs in champi-
onship-level games.

Brezoczky is an inte-
gral member of the LGHS 
Varsity Girls’ team, which 
won first place in Central 
Coast Section last season. 
“It still doesn’t feel real,” 
commented Brezoczky.  
She describes her team 
this past fall as strong and 
successful, and looks forward to training 
with them during the upcoming season as 
she and her team prepare for a second CCS 
championship title.

Although she admits that strength con-
ditioning is grueling, Brezoczky loves water 
polo because “it’s a team sport, you don’t 
have to get sweaty, and you have a lot of 
fun.” She also reveals that a common mis-
conception about the sport is that players 
vehemently attack members of the oppos-
ing team. “Not every-
one is that vicious,”  
she laughs.

In addition to 
playing for the water 
polo team, Brezoczky 
is an active partic-
ipant on the LGHS 
swim team. As a var-
sity-level swimmer, 
this young athlete 
puts in over 14 hours 
of practice each 
week. “I enjoy being 
able to push myself 
and know that it will 

help me succeed in both of my sports,” 
Brezoczky explains.

Not only is she a stellar athlete, but 
Brezoczky is also an artistic virtuoso. A 
practiced pianist of eight years, this musi-
cian works tirelessly on perfecting vari-
ous pieces to perform for her friends and 
family. Unbeknownst to most of her peers, 
Brezoczky also danced ballet for nine years, 

a passion that inspired her 
to continue in competitive 
sports.

Her favorite art form, 
however,  is  creating 
ceramic sculptures. There 
are lots of challenges that 
come with sculpting clay, 
but Brezoczky enjoys it 
nonetheless. She advises 
that “you can never get 
too attached to a piece 
before you’re done with 
it,” recounting personal 
experiences with explod-
ing clay pots. Brezoczky’s 
motto when it comes to 

artistic pursuits is as follows: “Immortality 
is true through art because art lives beyond 
the person.”

If Brezoczky isn’t a familiar face to you 
yet, it’s probably because she did not begin 
her high school career at LGHS. Having 
started off her freshman year at Harker, she 
soon realized that LGHS would be a better 
fit for her. “Now, I get to spend time appre-
ciating learning instead of focusing solely on 
getting A’s,” Brezoczky comments about her 

transfer. She is happy to 
report that the students 
here are much more 
energetic and spirited 
and that she has had a 
joyful, successful year  
thus far.

Wherever she takes 
he r  ta lents,  f rom  
a professional water 
polo team to a biol-
ogy  re sea rch  l ab, 
Brezoczky is bound 
to succeed. Keep an 
eye out for her on  
national television!

by Sean Clark
Editor-in-Chief

The Bay Area is known for being a slang incubator; 
words like “tryna,” “yee,” and “swoop” all have roots in 
our area. You might have asked yourself who comes up 
with these words. Somewhere down the line, the answer 
to that question could very well be junior Josie Despars. 

“‘It’s time to rally’ is for the 
times when you’re tired and you 
gotta clap your hands and tell 
yourself it’s time to rally.” This 
phrase, notable for its rise to 
fame during this school year, is 
one of Josie’s favorites. Whether 
she’s taking an AP Environmental 
Science test or about to score the 
winning point for the basketball 
team, you can bet that there’s one 
word going through her brain: 
rally. One of the more elusive, 
new slang words is “post, post,” a 
derivative of the older slang word 
“posted,” which is synonymous with being relaxed and 
staying put. “Post, post” is just as elusive to Despars as it 
is to us. “Honestly I don’t even know. It just caught on.” 

Despars has been a key player on the basketball team 
ever since another player’s fluke injury pulled her into 
the game as a sophomore. She swept the other team and 
solidified her long-standing position on varsity. She’s got 
some advice for aspiring basketball players, “Whenever 
you get the ball, be a threat. Ball out. Do some dribbles, 
drive to the hoop, driving kick, or just pass it to the 
shooters. I can’t shoot.”
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by Elizabeth Monsef
Sports Editor

Senior Brooke Landaiche just cannot get enough of what the world 
has to offer her, saying, “I’m super motivated now because I know 
that whatever I’m working on now is going to help me in the future. 
I think that’s why I don’t really get overwhelmed 
with school, because I know that it’s all worth it.” 
Landaiche wishes she could be embedded deep in 
everything she is passionate about, investing time 
into all of her passions. She admits that she wishes 
she had joined Leadership because while she is a 
member of several clubs and electives on campus, 
she claims, “I want to do something to be a little 
bit more involved.” Feeling nostalgic about her 
senior year, Landaiche looks forward to her future 
and her time after college, hoping one day to “be a 
billionaire and own time shares in Cancún.” 

This senior is not your typical vacationer. She 
seeks down-to-earth adventure and local immersion 
while visiting new places. For example, one of her 
most fond memories is her trip to Honduras where 
she dove with locals and wild dolphins. While they 
seem cute and cuddly, Landaiche is quick to speak when she says that 
they were pretty scary. While it was an incredible experience, the 
dolphins’ size and capability to swim off with a full-size human was 
not the most comforting. Other than that, she has a great appreciation 
for the aquatic world and animals in general. As a proud owner of 
three cats, two horses, two goats, and a snake, Landaiche appreciates 

every animal and can be seen proudly walking down the street with 
a goat in hand. 

Playing sand volleyball with senior Terra Schmidt gives her 
butterflies in her stomach and her competitive side shines through 
when she’s battling for her place at the top. After four years 

of indoor volleyball at LGHS, Landaiche 
has moved on to coach CT English’s sixth 
and eighth grade teams and 
two Vision Volleyball Club 
Teams. But do not be mis-
taken, those are not the 
only jobs the seventeen 
year old holds. Landaiche 
is also a model, babysitter, 
student, tutor, and on the side, 
she occasionally writes and plays 
her own songs on the guitar. 

Beginning in the summer of 
2015, Landaiche kicked off her 
modeling career. From casting to 
casting and shoot to shoot, the 
talented senior is quickly learning 

the ropes and encountering unique opportunities around 
every turn. Recently, Landaiche served as a hostess at 
Super Bowl 50 at Levi’s Stadium. Speaking about her role, 
she explains, “we were brand ambassadors for the VIP lounge 
on the 50 yard line, at ground level ... I met so many well 
connected people, Victoria’s Secret models, and ex-football 

players. It was such a cool experience.” Landaiche also models for 
magazines, store advertisements, and clothing lines.

While thrilled with her accomplishments, the talented 
senior never lets the exposure go to her head. She always 
takes time to appreciate the valuable friends in her life. 
In order to qualify as a great friend in her book, a friend 
needs to look out for their other half, caring for the other 
person instead of living on a personal agenda. While 

always keeping this in mind herself, she always 
feels complete with junior Annie Larkin. Landai-
che would describe her “happy place” as Larkin’s 
kitchen where they “have baking nights and 
watch Star Trek or Star Wars or comedians… and 
we just bake snickerdoodle cream sandwiches, 
or molten lava cakes… and we talk for hours.”

In 10 years Landaiche hopes to be well off, 
with a job in financial management or working 
with stocks where she can afford to invest in her 
passions and take the time to treat herself to a 
vacation or two, maybe more. She likes to think of 
herself as a big picture type of gal with her eyes set 
on her goals, and her focus constant. In her heart, 
she knows she will always remember the memories 
made at LGHS and treasure the advice she has 
gotten from her favorite teachers as she heads off 
to college next fall. Before she goes, she would like 
to suggest the revival of the elementary school 
game, hot lava monster.

Musically talented Landaiche models and coaches volleyball

Brezoczky sculpts success
Off the court, Despars remains dedicated to the sports 

department as Leadership’s sports commissioner, “I get 
to organize all of the announcements so everyone gets 
to come out and watch the sports.” Despars is shooting 
(pun-intended) for ASB Spirit Representative with junior 
Caroline Bond for next year. Their main angle is the 
implementation of a more democratic Spirit Week. If 

elected, Despars and Bond will try 
to poll student opinions on dress 
up day options, “It will unify the 
school, and that’s the whole goal 
of Leadership. By letting students 
vote, Leadership would allow more 
students dress up for the days 
rather than targeting the kids who 
always dress up.” Despars firmly 
believes that “the whole goal of 
Leadership is to unify the school” 
rather than just the most spirited 
students.

Despite her current widespread 
influence on LGHS, Despars came 

from a private school and had to rebuild her social life 
here at LGHS. Now a junior, Despars, who holds fresh-
man year in a special place in her heart, is a member of 
Students to Students in order to help freshmen feel more 
comfortable, “That’s what high school’s about: getting 
to know people.” 

Despars is one of our biggest social forces at the 
school. Whether she’s racking up A’s in her acceler-
ated classes or racking up points on the basketball 
court, Despars is always making her peers laugh and  
feel included.

Despars coins popular slang

Finn Biggs finds fun in math and science
by Hyuntae Byun
Editor-in-Chief

When you are struggling with mere implicit differ-
entiation on your calculus homework, it can be difficult 
to appreciate the intrinsic beauty of mathematics. It’s 
even harder to visualize mathematics as a fun, creative, 
or adventurous endeavor when doing what appears to 
be mundane and repetitive math 
homework. For junior Finn Biggs, 
however, mathematics is a source of 
enjoyment and intrigue. Just look at 
his schedule: on top of being in sev-
eral courses, Finn is one of a handful 
of juniors currently enrolled in the 
high-level AP Calculus BC course at 
the school.

For Biggs, however, mathematics 
is more than just another course to 
excel in. While the average high 
school student may find him or her-
self engaging in athletic or extracur-
ricular activities, Biggs derives great 
pleasure from taking on mathematics-based challenges. 
He is a member of the school’s Math Club, where he 
prepares alongside other numerically-inclined peers to 
participate in various math contests.

Recently, Biggs had the opportunity to be a partic-
ipant in the annual administration of the Mathemat-
ical Association of America’s American Mathematics 
Competitions, colloquially known as the MAA AMC or 
AMC for short .Though he did not attain his admittedly 
lofty goal of qualifying for the American Invitational 
Mathematics Examination, or affectionately referred 

to as AIME by contestants, he did enjoy and learn a lot 
from the experience.

In that spirit, Biggs is always pushing himself to 
do better by challenging himself, and occasionally the 
people around him. Though some may find his attitude 
to initially be somewhat abrasive, almost everybody 
eventually warms up to his curious and inquisitive 

character. He is known for frequently 
asking questions and for clarifying 
convoluted topics through discussion 
with teachers and peers; of course, this 
aligns with his drive to achieve mastery 
and develop a complete understanding 
of whatever he is studying, whether it’s 
mathematics or physics.

Despite being frequently viewed as 
a STEM-oriented kid, Biggs is surpris-
ingly adept in terms of humanities and 
fine arts. Perhaps as an extension of his 
mathematical abilities, he keeps time 
and pace in both the school’s concert 
band and the marching band. Addition-

ally, last year he embarked on a successful entrepreneur 
project alongside fellow English Honors students Caroline 
Brossart, Macie Manion, Nat Redfern, and Jacob Swen-
berg selling chocolates. His project, LG Chocolatiers, sold 
handmade chocolates of various flavors to raise funds for 
the American Breast Cancer Association.

Biggs is nothing less than a renaissance man. The 
next time you see him striding along the hallways, 
perhaps engrossed in a discussion about calculus or the 
nuances of music, say hi. You’ll almost definitely get an 
interesting conversation.
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