
Barnett not only shows 
off his musical talent through 
drama, but also in his band. As 
lead singer of the Deuterons, 
Barnett gets to share his musical 
talent alongside his bandmates, 
LGHS seniors Alex Coady, Atila 
Dizdar, and Jakob Alessandro. 
Barnett says that they “were 
performing for Unplugged and 
when the people running it 
asked for a name, [the band] 
chose Deuterons.” Barnett con-
fessed to El Gato that he is 
currently working on writing 
his own stuff as well as collab-
orating with other artists such 
as his bandmate Coady. Right 
now he is focused on his music 
and recording demos with his 
friends in basements: the musi-
cian’s dream. 

The life of an artist is a 
hard one, but if anyone has the 
determination, it’s Barnett. “I’m 
a really driven person. When I 
get an idea I glom onto it and 
won’t drop it until I know it 
won’t work.” Right now, the 
thespian is looking at acting 

schools across the country. Even though he has a plan for his future, 
Barnett says that he likes to let things fall as they may, and is excited 
to see what these next few years hold for him.
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by Danika Lyle
Humor Editor

“He is just one of the most 
genuine and original dudes 
out there. He is so caring and 
good-natured, and have you seen 
a man with sweeter moves?” No, 
I do not believe anyone has seen 
greater dance moves than that 
of junior Jaydon Barnett. Bran-
don Katz, a fellow junior and 
close friend to Barnett, not only 
remarks on how talented Jaydon’s 
dance moves are, but also on his 
all around originality and spunk. 
From drama, to music, to friends, 
and then back to music, Barnett 
is a guy who knows what he likes.

The Los Gatos native didn’t 
acquire his love for music and 
drama easily. “I had a kind of 
hard time finding my place 
among things,” says Barnett, “I 
didn’t like sports and didn’t have 
many friends. I mainly stayed 
home and watched TV or read. 
Then I learned about acting, did 
my first musical, and was hooked 
ever since! Now I want to become 
a professional actor.” Barnett has 
continued his love for drama with performances in every Los Gatos 
production since his freshman year. You can catch Barnett this March 
in his sixth LGHS production, How To Succeed in Business. 

by Sanna Hakkarainen
News Editor

Sophomore Gina Gelphman is probably one of the weirdest, 
funniest, and most outgoing people at LGHS. One can constantly 
hear her talking and laughing and see her going from one sport to 
the next. When asked, one of Gelphman’s friends, sophomore Kate 
Kramer, described her as “the other person who could marry Steph 
Curry besides Ayesha.”

“I am an open book” Gelphman says, 
“but I guess not that many people know 
that I like sushi.” Junior Anne Kraus 
explains that Gelphman is “one of the 
loudest people I have ever met. Gina also 
just has the greatest laugh that makes you 
smile no matter what.” If there were to be 
a movie about her, Gelphman immediately 
says “Amy Poehler would play me. We don’t 
look anything alike, but she would play me.”

Gelphman is immensely athletic, playing 
many sports including goalie on the field 
hockey team. “The field hockey team doesn’t 
seem unique until you’re a part of it. We are 
an extremely close group of girls who devote 
most of our free time to the sport. I think 
the team is so well bonded because we spend 
so much time together playing field hockey 
and kind of dying, but together.” 

In addition to being a field hockey goalie, Gelphman claims she 
is also “a baller.” Throughout this basketball season, Gelphman is on 
the court along with the rest of her teammates. Gelphman is a captain 
and a shooting guard on the JV team. “I am honored to be one of 
the captains, but I am even more proud of our nine players on JV.” 
Gelphman describes her team as “a small group of girls who want to 
play basketball. When we are out on the court, we all have a really 
good time playing together, and we don’t take it too seriously. We are 

by Lark Breen
Culture Editor

Junior Isabella Sanzi moved to Los Gatos 
over the summer, eager to reinvent herself after 
a stressful existence in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
Of course, with junior year and a schedule packed 
with extracurriculars, Sanzi still has plenty of ways 
to spend her time. From playing music to hanging 
out with friends, running, or pursuing her passion 
for medical care, Sanzi enjoys whatever time she 
dedicates to her passions.

One of Sanzi’s favorite activities is playing both 
piano and saxophone. Unfortunately, her schedule 
was too full to fit in band, but she has recently 
gotten back into the habit of playing piano for fun.

Additionally, Sanzi loves running. She is a 
member of the school’s cross country team and 
enjoys running and socializing with her team-
mates. Among Sanzi’s favorite experiences of the 
cross country season was a Halloween fun run, 
when she danced in the middle of the street and 
sang High School Musical on the corner. Reflecting 
on the experience, Sanzi asserts, “I definitely don’t 
mind embarrassing myself in public places.”

Furthermore, Sanzi does not mind utilizing 
her medical knowledge for public good. One of her 
proudest moments was helping an injured person 
near Rainbow Bridge. She was glad to apply skills 
she has acquired through lifeguarding and, as 
a result, helped the person until an ambulance 
arrived. Sanzi recalls, “I felt like I stepped up 
to the plate and helped someone who needed 
it. I was really scared, but if you have the skills 
and you know what to do, you have to use them 
when it counts.”

Sanzi’s skills were not only acquired from 
lifeguarding, however. She also took classes like 
anatomy at her school in Pittsburgh which have 
allowed her to discover her passion for health care. 
On a trip for the highest achievers in the anatomy 
class, Sanzi had the opportunity to observe an 
open-heart surgery. The experience has led her 
to consider a career in cardiology.

Part of her passion for helping people is an off-
shoot of her passion for being open and friendly. “I 
just really want people to be nice to each other,” 
Sanzi explains. “A passion needs to be more than 
just an activity or something you like, it needs to 

be something that motivates you and keeps you 
going.” For her, motivation comes from kindness.

A first impression immediately reveals that 
Sanzi implements her beliefs about compassion 
with her attitude. Her friends describe her as 
funny, outgoing, and honest. “It’s hard to look at 
yourself from someone else’s perspective, but I’m 
pretty straightforward. I try not to beat around 
the bush.” Moving across the country has not been 
much of a boundary at all in making new friends 
for this extrovert.

Sanzi’s confidence is evident partially due to 
her height. At five foot ten inches, Sanzi towers 
above most girls, but she still stands up tall. She 
cites giraffes as her spirit animal because “[my 
height is] not something I’m ashamed of. Giraffes 
are pretty confident animals that embrace their 
tallness and I try to do the same.”

Friendly and funny, Sanzi is passionate about 
health care and kindness. Sanzi may be busy, but 
she will be happy to talk if you meet her in the 
hall. Her unrestrained openness is evidence of her 
eagerness to connect with people and help others 
in every way possible.courtesy I. Sanzi

all out there to have fun playing the sport we love.”
Going along with Gelphman’s love for basketball, she also loves 

NBA player Steph Curry. “Wardell Stephen Curry is my idol,” Gelphman 
claims, “He is 27 years old, 6 foot 2, and a balla which I relate to 
interpersonally.” One of Gelphman’s favorite quotes from Curry is, “it 
doesn’t matter where you come from, what you have or don’t have, 
what you lack or what you have too much of, but all you need to have 
is trust in God – I’m Jewish – and undying passion for what you do 

and what you choose to do in this life, and 
a relentless drive in the will to do whatever 
it takes to be successful in whatever you put 
your mind to.” Gelphman likes this quote 
primarily because “Steph is saying that you 
can get whatever or where you want to be 
by having the right amount of passion and 
motivation.”

When she isn’t playing field hockey or bas-
ketball, Gelphman is taking part in her Jewish 
youth group called B’nai B’rith Youth Orga-
nization, or BBYO. Within her youth group 
Gelphman is currently the Vice President of 
her chapter, Neshikot BBG. “As Vice President 
of my chapter, most of my job includes plan-
ning the events, scheduling, talking to other 
people, and helping the president.” Gina has 
been a part of BBYO for three years and enjoys 
taking part in it. “Every Saturday night a 

bunch of people get together; these are called events. The events are 
so much fun. I have met so many great people who share my love for 
Judaism through this youth group.” 

Hilarious and outgoing, Gelphman is ready to take on life, “hope-
fully with many waffles along the way.” Even though Gelphman is 
incredibly busy with both sports and BBYO, she will to talk to anyone 
and be sure to crack their smile. A conversation with Gina Gelphman 
is not one to pass up.

by Jack Zukin
World Editor

What makes senior Cameron Sarnevesht so mysterious?  
Not the pronunciation of his last name. That’s for sure. Among 
Sarnevesht’s pet peeves are people who can’t pronounce Sar-
nevesht correctly, people who don’t rightfully give him shotgun 
when he calls it, like his acquaintance, senior Ian McCollam, 
and people who suck up to teachers. 

Why does he dislike sycophants so much? Just take a look 
at his 35 ACT score and his ultra impressive GPA, and you’ll 
know this kid succeeds through his brains and hard work, 
not by his sucking up. Sarnevesht gets his work ethic and 
independence from his parents. His mother is Uruguayan and 
when she came to America as a junior in high school (after 
bouncing from Uruguay to Argentina to Mexico) she didn’t 
speak any English. But, this woman supplied Cameron with 
half his genes, so obstacles like that don’t hamper her desire 
to succeed. On the other side of the family, Sarnevesht’s father 
escaped from Iran during the Islamic Revolution when he was 
only 18 years old, but even that kind of adversity can’t dampen 
the Sarnevesht spirit. 

If you’re wondering where this shining star is headed next 
year, wonder no more. Sarnevesht applied to his first choice, 
University of Pennsylvania, as well as Cornell, Duke, and 
Chico State, all as either a finance or math major. Originally, 
Cameron’s sights were set exclusively on finance, but aided 
by his Bellarmine friend and confidante, Callen Macphee, Sar-
nevesht had a philosophical breakthrough. He saw the beauty 
of applied math.

 Sarnevesht has always loved math, completing calculus at 
Los Gatos as a sophomore. He credits Ms. Rachlin with being 
a “beautiful human being” who helped him foster his love of 
math and transition seamlessly from Archbishop Mitty High 
School to LGHS. When Sarnevesht first arrived he was relatively 
unknown, but that changed very quickly. With his laid back 
attitude, dashing good looks, and boyish charm, Sarnevesht had 
no trouble making friends. But, his real claim to fame is that 
he started driving himself to school at the tender age of 14. 
I’ll let you wrestle with the legal implications of that situation. 

Sarnevesht continued to make friends and increase his 
exposure by participating in soccer and volleyball at the var-
sity levels. Sarnevesht quit soccer, but he continues to play 
volleyball as an outside hitter for both the school and his 
club team. His hobbies include working on his Subaru WRX, 
playing NJB basketball with his “boys,” and skiing. His celeb-
rity crushes include Leonardo Dicaprio, senior Austin Sun, 
senior Ari Sweedler, Zac Efron, Brooklyn Decker, Mila Kunis, 
and Jennifer Aniston. In that order. Yes, he has a lot of love  
to give. 

What you might not know 
about Mr. Sarnevesht is that his 
physical therapist has described 
him as being “the least flexible 
person he has seen in his entire 
career.” He has gotten a total of 
84 stitches on 7 different occa-
sions, without anaes-
thetic. This is one  
tough man. 

Although this 
article has uncov-
ered some of the 
enigma that is 
C a me ro n  S a r -
nevesht, there’s 
still mystery sur-
rounding him, so 
the next time you see 
him walking around 
campus, be sure to get 
to know him.

Sarnevesht succeeds casually

J. Zukin

Isabella Sanzi heals hearts with compassion

 Gelphman loves Stephen Curry and BBYO

Barnett woos his audiences

courtesy  J. Barnett

courtesy G. Gelphman


