
friends while she tries to snatch the ball away from them. 
 When not in the water, Ottinger enjoys indulging her 

more theatrical side. When she was younger, she starred in 
several musicals like 101 Dalmations and attended Montalvo 
Camp, a program for kids interested in the performing arts. 
This year she turned in her dancing shoes, but continues to 
fulfill her passion for being on stage by participating in Los 

Gatos’ choir. She loves the atmosphere of the 
drama department and the ‘’expectation 

to be silly and goofy and the opportu-
nity to play someone else.” Besides 

showtunes, Ottinger enjoys Top 
40 music. She dreams of one 

day attending an Ed Sheeran 
concert where she can sing 
along to Thinking Out Loud 
while basking in the glory 
of his ketchup tattoo. 

 Bringing her enthu-
siasm and spirit from the 
stage, Ottinger whole-
heartedly dedicates herself 
to everything she does. 

Whether it is in the pool, 
on the stage, or at school, 

Ottinger excels. At Fisher 
Middle School, she received the 

Jeff Peckler award which recog-
nizes an individual who is brimming 

with spirit and looks to get everyone 
around involved as well. Ottinger is excited 

for spirit weeks at LGHS and thrilled that people 
actually dress up here. Decked out in whatever outfits the 
days will demand, her true colors will most definitely shine 
through. Welcome to LGHS, Devon Ottinger!

by Madeline Hagar and Sophie Domengeaux 
Opinion Editor and News Editor

Freshman Devon Ottinger arrived at LGHS just a few 
weeks ago, but is already an active member in the com-
munity. Whether she is scoring goals in the pool or hitting 
a high note in choir, Ottinger is always putting herself 
out there for the world to see. Known by her friends as 
compassionate, optimistic, and energetic, Ottinger 
is a dedicated and caring individual. 

When Ottinger was only four years 
old, she started participating in 
triathlons. In her time, she has 
competed in over 30. Through 
these grueling competitions, 
she discovered her interests 
in swimming and soccer. 
She participated in both of 
the sports and triathlons 
until shin splints forced her 
to quit soccer. Swimming 
became a remedy for the 
pain, but she soon devel-
oped an affinity for it. She 
then discovered the world 
of water polo, and has never 
looked back. 

Although Ottinger claims that 
she is not a mermaid, her talent 
is certainly undeniable. She started 
playing water polo in sixth grade and 
has been to the Junior Olympics several times 
since. Swimming takes up a large part of her life, as she 
wakes up early for practices and travels for meets, but she 
absolutely “loves everything about it.” She has learned 
plenty of social skills and, ironically, how to make new 
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Freshman Franks-Mehrtens dives into boys’ varsity water polo
by Lauren Sanders
Opinion Editor

Most freshmen don’t go into a high school sports season 
expecting to receive a spot on the elite varsity team, especially 
on a team as competitive as boys’ water polo. Even if they  
do expect a spot, they are almost never awarded such a  
coveted position. 

However, it’s a different story for Gavin Frank-Mehrtens, the 
one and only freshman on the LGHS boys’ varsity water polo team. 
Hand-selected by the renowned head coach Sasha Potulnitsky, 
Frank-Mehrtens is a strong, quick, and experienced addition to 
this year’s team.

A seasoned veteran in the world of water polo, Frank-Mehrtens 
has played for four years with various clubs, including West Valley 
Water Polo and DeAnza Cupertino Aquatics (DACA), one of the 
dominant clubs in the Bay Area. This summer, his team competed 
in Junior Olympics, the largest water polo tournament in the world, 
where this talented freshman helped his team win a spot in the 
championship bracket. This means that they were within the top 
50 water polo teams in the whole nation for their age group, but 
Frank-Mehrtens maintains a humble attitude towards his impressive 
accomplishments.

 His victories don’t end there. Frank-Mehrtens not only partic-

ipated in the Olympic Development Program selection camp, but 
was in fact selected to play on the elite Pacific Northwest team. As 
a part of this prestigious team, he played with and against some of 
the best water polo players in the nation. Frank-Mehrtens humbly 
describes this experience as “fun” and was happy to have a skilled 
coaching staff as well as a talented group to train with. 

As for this year’s school season, Frank-Mehrtens is enthusiastic 
about playing with the high-level varsity team. Being new to the 
school, he doesn’t know his teammates very well yet, but is hoping 
to become closer with them as the season progresses. When asked 
what he is most looking forward to this season, Frank-Mehrtens 
smiled and responded with “games.” As a utility player, he is capable 
of playing all positions and hopes to make use of these skills in the 
upcoming months.

Although it may seem as though this freshman has no free time 
on his hands, Frank-Mehrtens somehow makes room to pursue an 
interest in guitar. He is currently taking Beginning Guitar at LGHS. 
Clearly adept at everything he does, Frank-Mehrtens describes play-
ing the guitar as “easy and fun” and is enjoying his time in the class.

Skilled, humble, and enthusiastic, Gavin Frank-Mehrtens has 
taken the LGHS water polo scene by storm, and shows no signs of 
stopping. Make sure you come support this talented freshman at his 
next home game on Tuesday, September 15, against Monta Vista!

Curious Caruso is multi-talented

sporty kramer enjoys the world
by Sophie Comeau
Web Editor

Sophomore Kate Kramer is a Wildcat now, but 
she has not always lived in Los Gatos. Kramer 
has moved eight different times between 
Pennsylvania, Paris, Connecticut, 
Wisconsin, London, Chicago, and 
finally, to Los Gatos. Kramer’s 
family relocated so many times 
because of her mother’s job. 
She may not remember any-
thing about Paris, “I don’t 
remember that. I was one,” 
but she does remember living 
in London. London was first 
grade, but she went to an Amer-
ican school. 

Kramer’s favorite place is either Wis-
consin or Los Gatos. When asked about Wis-
consin, she said, “we lived on a lake, so you could just 
boat over to someone’s house or skate if it was frozen.”  
She also loved Wisconsin because she lived there  
twice so she got a really good feel for the state.  
According to Kramer, the stereo-
type about midwestern people 
being nice is completely true. 
Even though Kramer loves Wis-
consin, she does love California 
for the weather and the ocean 
because she has never lived in 
a place so close to beautiful 
beaches. Kramer enjoys going 
to the beach, when she isn’t 
spending all of her time playing 

field hockey, of course.
Kramer is one of the many people who play for the 

field hockey team here at Los Gatos High School, 
and she truly enjoys it. She started playing 

a different type of hockey in Wisconsin: 
ice hockey. Kramer played because 

everyone else played. “But soon 
I got to be the only girl on 
all the guys teams,” she said. 
Since her school had a field 
hockey team, she decided to 
do that instead. Kramer enjoys 
playing field hockey for the 

school team and plans to con-
tinue playing through senior 

year, especially since some of  
her very close friends are her team-

mates. She picked up lacrosse as a fresh-
man and believes that she will play again 

this year because she “likes the people there and the 
games were fun.” 

Kramer is a very athletic person, so most of her 
talents are focused in that area, so when it came to 

taking a visual art, she decided on 
Digital Photography. “I can’t draw 
anything, can’t paint, so I figured 
might as well edit some stuff”, 
she said. 

Kramer has various places she 
has called home, but Los Gatos is 
truly close to her heart. She hopes 
to continue exploring California, 
that is, when she isn’t editing 
photos or at sports practice.

by Elizabeth Monsef
Sports Editor

  “Il caso non esiste” is Senior Alessandra Caruso’s favorite phrase in her primary 
language, Italian. It means everything happens for a reason, just like Caruso was meant 
to be here at LGHS. She is quite 
possibly one of the most interest-
ing new students this year. Caruso 
was originally born in Santa Clara, 
California, but grew up in Bologna, 
Italy. She is fluent in Italian and 
also knows English, Spanish, French, 
and a little bit of Latin. Her favorite 
class is Spanish because she likes to 
learn different languages and about 
different cultures around the world.

 Since she was little, Caruso has 
been back and forth between the 
U.S. and Italy to spend time with 
her family in Silicon Valley. After 
each trip, she has become more 
and more aware of the differences 
between the two counties. For exam-
ple, she says that the food here is 
much more diverse, but naturally, 
nothing can beat the Italian food in 
her home city Bologna, known for 
its delicious dishes. Caruso added 
that here people are much more 
outgoing and friendlier than back 
home. Most of all, Caruso misses her 
younger sister, the food (specifically 
tortellini and the pizza), visits to the 
beach, nighttime dance clubs, and 
her friends and family back in Italy.

In her free time Caruso enjoys 
jogging, playing the piano, traveling, and playing volleyball. Music is another passion of 
Caruso’s. She enjoys listening to Maroon 5 and Taylor Swift as well as other pop music on 
the radio. She has been playing the piano for eight years and adds, “I love it, it’s like a way 
of escaping from the world. When I’m so tired of everything I just go and play the piano.”

courtesy K. Kramer

L. Sanders
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In Italy, students are required to pick their college major following middle school. 
Caruso specializes in languages. She comments, “I’m so glad I chose mine. I would also 
love to be a tour guide… and use languages like that.” Aside from becoming a tour guide, 
Caruso aspires to be a marine biologist since she loves the ocean and its sea life. Caruso 
fosters a love for nature and has a passion for traveling. She has been to several places in 
the United States, including Hawaii, in addition to her travels to France, Spain, Holland, 
Germany, Poland, Sweden, and England. If she could go anywhere, Caruso would go to 
Africa to visit the national parks and to see the nature. She also wants to go to Hawaii 
again to see the animals and the landscapes for a second time. Caruso enjoys escaping 
busy city life to enjoy the beauty of nature.

As an open-minded athlete, Caruso has tried virtually every sport there is, such as 
rock climbing, horseback riding, basketball, track and field, volleyball, softball, tennis, 
and swimming. Caruso says she is looking forward to “Meeting new people and learning 
a lot this year...so I can go back to Italy and tell people about it.” She is interested and 
eager to explore the different teaching style and school life here in the United States. 
She hopes to have a fantastic time and learn lots here in Los Gatos before she travels back 
home to Bologna, Italy.


