
produced seeds represented the multitudes of Chinese factory 
workers subjected to assembly lines in factories to keep up 
with consumerism. 

Although Sunflower Seeds remains one of his most well-
known exhibits, Weiwei has created many other works of art 
that highlight China’s problems. His 2009 work Remembering, 
displayed in Munich, Germany, memorialized the lives of the 
children killed in the Sichuan earthquake. Each of the 9,000 
children’s backpacks in the installation represented a life lost. 
Across the display, the sentence “For seven years she lived 
happily on this earth.” was spelled out in in Chinese lettering. 
The artwork was designed to raise awareness about the lives 
lost in the tragedy, and to prevent the Chinese government 
from coverimg it up with propaganda. It also called out the 
corruption and negligence on the part of the government that 
led to the unsafe schools the children died in.

In addition to his visual art, Weiwei has also been recog-
nized for his moving documentary pieces. His film, So Sorry, 
explains the beginnings of the tension between Weiwei and 
the Chinese government. It also reveals details of his beat-
ing at the hands of the police after his investigation into 
government fault after the Sichuan earthquake. As a result 
of the beating, Weiwei began experiencing intense headaches 
and an eventual brain hemorrhage. Despite these daunting 
warnings of censorship, Weiwei has continued fearlessly to 
create art and challenge the strict status quo of the Chinese 
government. Through his never ceasing works of political 
art, Ai Weiwei has distinguished himself as one of the most 
prominent and socially important artists of the past decade.
(Sources: Wikipedia, NY Times, Tate Modern, Public Delivery)
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by Sanna Hakkarainen
News Editor

If you’re reading this, then you, like me,  
don’t want to go through the hassle of looking  
for places to get everything you 
need for prom. However, you 
do not need to look any further 
because this is where you can 
find places that will help you look 
fabulous on your special night!

On prom night, the typical 
look is completed with a long, 
ornate gown. These dresses can  
be found in countless stores  
during prom season. However, 
one that is filled with a variety 
of dresses is Macy’s. This large 
department store carries dresses 
in practically any color imag- 
inable with numerous designs. 
Additionally, the dresses at Macy’s 

are reasonably priced. If online is 
more ideal for a busy schedule, there 
are also many different online options 
for buying prom dresses. Promgirl.

com is a popular web-
site due to its wide 
variety and moderate 
prices. It also has a 
reasonable shipping 
time, which helps 
with receiving the 
dress in time for 
prom. If you prefer 
to rent your dress, 
another possibility is 
renttherunway.com. 
Along with glamorous 
original dresses, this 
site offers dresses that were worn 
by celebrities and on the runway. 
Additionally, it is much cheaper 

than buying a dress due to the tempo-
rary ownership. 

Hair is also an essential part of 
prom. Whether it is an up-do is styled 
down, it has to look 
flawless. A few popular 
places include Rocks 
Blow Dry Bar and Dry 
Walk, which are both 
located in Los Gatos. 
These bars can do any-
thing from curling to 
braiding and every-
thing in between. 
Many salons around 
town, including Salon 
Rouge and Mona Lisa, 
also have admirable 

hairstyling skills on hand; however, 
style options may be more limited 
than at a blow dry bar.

Hakkarainen recommends local salons and stores to get ready for prom

Shreya Koushik
Sports Editor

Netflix is known for many popular productions 
such as Arrested Development and Orange is the New 
Black. After a great 2015 year, Netflix was eager to 
impress and released many originals earlier 
this month including Love, Flaked, and 
the second season of Unbreakable Kimmy 
Schmidt. After watching three of these new 
series, here is the verdict:

Flaked is a comedy-drama series 
with a protagonist named Chip. 
Played by Will Arnett, Chip is a  
compassionate narcissist learning 
about love and life. As a recovering 
alcoholic, Chip has become a “self-
help guru,” yet needs quite a bit 
of help himself. This series earns 
an 8.5/10. Will Arnett, known 
for his role as G.O.B. Bluth in 
Arrested Development, portrays 
the vain yet lovable charac-
ter incredibly. The storyline 
can be dull at times, but the  

messages and morals behind the show are worth  
the watch. Flaked is extremely explicit in both 
language and sexual content. Because I am not a 
fan of vulgarity, this show did not earn a higher 
score. Despite a slow plot and some indecency, the 

soundtrack is unbeatable, featuring singles 
from popular alternative artists such as Kurt 

Vile, S. Carey, and Youth Lagoon. I highly 
recommend this show to anyone who has 

a dry sense of humor and is okay with 
racy scenes once in awhile. 

Love is a comedy series 
with two recently broken up 
protagonists, Mickey and Gus. 
Gus (Paul Rust), a nerdy yet 
lovable tutor, breaks up with 
his longtime girlfriend after 
he finds out she is having 
an affair. A morally ambigu-
ous radio program manager, 
Mickey (Gillian Jacobs), real-
izes she needs to get her life 
together and breaks up with 
her flaky boyfriend. The two 

cross paths and have a season’s worth of adventure  
and romance. This show earns a 6/10. The plotline 
of the unlikely couple meeting and falling in love 
is cliche and overdone. Everyone knows Mickey  
and Gus are going to get together but still have 
problems; it is like clockwork. Gus plays the 
average good guy who is naive and oblivious  
to Mickey’s problems. Mickey stars as  
the seriously damaged girl who needs 
a good guy to fix her. This entire  
show is banal and too uncensored.  
If you have seen any love story TV 
show, you have seen this one. It was 
a well-made series, but not worth 
the time to watch. 

Unbreakable Kimmy 
Schmidt got rebooted for 
another season on Apr. 
15. Last season, Kimmy 
Schmidt was released 
into the real world after  
being trapped by a cult 
leader for 15 years. 
Schmidt learned how 

NETFLIX ORIGINAL TELEVISION SERIES HIT AND MISS EXPECTATIONS
to cope with the modern world and earned a job  
as a nanny for a socialite. She falls in love with 
a man named Dong who was deported once the  
government found out about his green card  
marriage. This season, Schmidt attempts to 

get over her love and decides she dislikes  
her job. This show barely earns the score 
of a 1/10. After an extremely successful 

first season, I expected great things 
from Kimmy Schmidt. It seems  
like the directors did not expect to 
get a renewal and when they did, 
they had to scramble to make a new 

season. This season had little to 
no plot and bored me to sleep 
and sometimes even tears. 
This would have gotten a 
zero, but the only redeem-
ing quality is that Tina Fey 
is in it. 

All in all, the Netflix 
originals did not dissapoint 
and we look forward to many 
more to come!

ROM: Gluten Free Berry Pie
by Elizabeth Monsef
Sports Editor

Gluten free recipes are gross, right? Wrong. Think again when it comes to 
judging a gluten free dish because this treat is definitely one for the books and 
will undoubtedly win over the picky eater in your friend group or family circle.
Ingredients (makes two pies):
1 1 lb package of ripe strawberries
1 12 oz package of blackberries
1 6 oz package of ripe blueberries
1 6 oz package of ripe raspberries
1 tbsp vanilla
1 ¾ cup sugar (taste the berries and 
add more if they are sour)
½ tsp salt
¼ cup lemon juice
10 tbsp cornstarch
4 cups oatmeal
1 ½ cups brown sugar
1 stick of butter
2 Whole Foods frozen gluten free crust*

Pull the frozen gluten free pie crusts out of the freezer and defrost until 
room temperature. Preheat the oven to 350ºF. Begin by washing and drying all 
of the berries. Slice the strawberries into quarters or small rings. Leave the other 
berries whole and mix together in a large bowl. Add in vanilla, sugar, salt, lemon 
juice, and cornstarch and mix until the berries are evenly coated. Divide the berry 
mixture evenly into the two pie tins, making sure to fill them up slightly over 
being level with the edge since they will condense in the oven. 

In a separate bowl mix the oatmeal and 
brown sugar. Put the butter in the micro-
wave for 15 seconds, adding a few seconds 
at a time after the first 15 until the butter 
melts. Mix in the butter with the oatmeal 
and brown sugar. Use your hands to press 
in the oatmeal crumble evenly over the top 
of the two pies, covering the entire surface. 

Place each pie on a baking sheet (they 
tend to bubble over and get a little messy 
in the oven) and then bake for 35-50 min-
utes until the oatmeal on the top turns a 
golden brown. When finished, remove from the oven and set to cool for at least 
15 minutes, pat yourself on the back, and enjoy. Extra tip: the pie is great over 
some vanilla ice cream when warm!

* Gluten free baked goods are often difficult to make with the correct thickness 
and consistency, so that is why I chose to buy a premade crust. Also, making a 
crust from scratch is time consuming, so why not minimize time without com-
promising taste!

by Sarah Sullivan
Culture Editor

Chinese artist Ai Weiwei has affirmed himself as one 
of the most notable and important contemporary artists 
of this decade. A longtime political activist, Weiwei found 
himself thrust into the international spotlight after being 
arrested in 2011 for alleged “economic crimes,” which later 
turned out to be charges of tax evasion. However, it is widely 
believed that this was a coverup as a part of the Chinese 
government’s crackdown on dissidents. 

Weiwei first achieved international recognition for his 
work on the Beijing National Stadium for the 2008 Olympics. 
After designing the famous Bird Nest, Weiwei withdrew  
from the project, citing his anti-Olympic stance as the reason 
for his departure. Protesting the government’s corruption 
and propaganda surrounding the games, Weiwei also criti-
cized other artistic consultants working on the Olympics. 
“It’s disgusting,” Weiwei commented. “I don’t like anyone 
who shamelessly abuses their profession, who makes no 
moral judgment.”

Weiwei’s strong moral voice and devotion to political 
change has followed him throughout his work in the twenty-
first century. Highly critical of the Chinese government’s 
policies on democracy and human rights, Weiwei has never 
faltered from taking risks that promote his activism at the 
cost of his own safety. Although the internet is heavily 
restricted in China, Weiwei has taken to it as a medium 
for his arts. 

In October of 2010, Weiwei revealed his exhibit Sun-
flower Seeds at the Tate Modern in London, England. The 
exhibit consisted of millions of ceramic sunflower seeds, 
uniquely crafted by hundreds of Chinese artists. Initially, 
Weiwei allowed visitors to walk on the landscape of seeds, 
stating that the fragile nature of the art mirrored the fra-
gility of the government. It also symbolized China’s role in 
the digitalization of the western world, and how the mass 

Artist of the Month: Ai Weiwei
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When looking for a place to get makeup  
done, Benefit in downtown Los Gatos is the place 
to go. The makeup artists are immensely skilled,  
and will unfailingly leave each customer looking 

gorgeous. Benefit makeovers are 
free with a 50 dollar purchase 
in store. 

In Los Gatos, there is an abun-
dance of nail salons. Many of  
these salons are fantastic, includ-
ing ones such as Lanados, La 
Orquidea, and Tsume Nail Salon. 
These are all exquisite salons  
all within walking distance of 
downtown. Additionally, these 
salons can do fake nails, french 
tips, or simple colors at a rela-
tively normal price. With these 
salons, finding a place to make 
your nails look good for prom will 
not be an obstacle at all.
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