
by Lauren Sanders
Opinion Editor

Are you regretting staying at home last year while all your friends 
camped at Coachella? Do you wish you hadn’t watched Netflix while your 
family chilled out at California Roots? If you’re hoping to redeem yourself, 
2016 is your year. Several music festivals have released their lineups, and 
they’re all worth getting off of your beanbag to go see. Let’s check out what 
2016 has in store for you.

Coachella: A favorite destination for celebrities and hippies alike, Coach-
ella is an enormous festival in southern California featuring multiple stages 
and several well-known artists. If you need a break from the music, there are 
various activities that will be worth your time: view or purchase the array 
of art on display, play games such as dodgeball, compete in three-legged 
races, and visit the Energy Playground, where you can play on swings and 
seesaws while charging your phone or camera. The 2016 program includes a 
variety of well-known names including Guns N’ Roses, Halsey, Flume, Calvin 
Harris, and Sia, as well as The 1975, Cold War Kids, Of Monsters and Men, 
James Bay, and many, many more. Make sure to add Coachella to your 2016 
to-do list and experience this renowned event for yourself.

Bottlerock: This three-day festival in Napa Valley is known for its excel-
lent lineup and delicious food selection. Listen to your favorite bands with 
your crew, check out some awesome murals, and enjoy several Michelin-star 
culinary options in a pleasantly temperate location. This year, Bottlerock 
will feature various artists representing everything from rock to reggae, 
including Red Hot Chili Peppers, Florence + the Machine, Michael Franti, 
Stevie Wonder, Walk the Moon, Ziggy Marley, Iration, and more. Get your 
tickets to Bottlerock now and enjoy this popular festival in May!

California Roots: The classic reggae-fest, California Roots is a well-
known music and art festival in Monterey. Attendees can camp at Laguna 
Seca and catch a shuttle to the festival grounds each morning to check out 
their favorite bands, eat a variety of food options (including vegetarian, 
vegan, and gluten-free choices), and view local artwork. California Roots 
is known for its positive environment and good vibes. California Roots 
will host several well-known reggae bands and artists, including Slightly 
Stoopid, Rebelution, Damian Marley, Atmosphere, Michael Franti, Stephen 
“Ragga” Marley, and lots more. If you’re looking for a relaxing escape from 
school, California Roots is the place to be.

As the festival season approaches, your wanderlust will increase.

specifically the choice of Noma Dumezweni, a British actress, to play 
Hermione. Dumezweni is renowned for her performance in Lorraine 
Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun, which won her an Olivier Award 
for Best Supporting Actress. 

The problem that critics 
have with her is not based on 
her acting skills, but rather 
on the color of her skin. 
Noma Dumezweni is black. 
The movie series of Harry 
Potter featured a mainly Cau-
casian cast, with the excep-
tions of Alfred Enoch, a black  
man, who played Dean 
Thomas, and Katie Leung,   a 
Chinese woman, who  play- 
ed Cho Chang. Certain crit-
ics were outraged that the 
production would stray from 
that precedent. Dumezweni has responded to these commentators 
stating, “It stems from ignorance. They don’t want to be a part of the 
creative act. To say it’s not as it was intended is so unimaginative.” 
J.K. Rowling has stood by Dumezweni, tweeting out “Canon: brown 
eyes, frizzy hair, and very clever. White skin was never specified. 
Rowling loves black Hermione” followed by a kissy-face emoji. British  
actress Emma Watson, who played Hermione Granger in the  
movie series, expressed her support via Twitter as well,  
tweeting, “Can’t wait to see Noma Dumezweni as Hermione on  
stage this year.” 

Harry Potter fans all over the world can look forward to seeing 
their favorite witches and wizards this coming summer. Preview 
shows are starting in May with tickets ranging from 15 pounds 
to 65 pounds. 
(Sources: Twitter, Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, Independent)
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Rolling Stone, Vogue, and Time have all featured David  
Bowie, who was dedicated to a variety of arts but primarily 
recognized for his musical talent, on their covers. A man of 
that ability deserved recognition for his music and warranted  
recognition again with his passing on Jan. 9. Bowie died peace-
fully after an 18-month long battle with liver cancer, two  
days after his 69th birthday and the release of his latest  
album, Blackstar, a collaborative album with a jazz quartet. His 
death came as a surprise because though Bowie’s diagnosis was 
public information, the severity of the disease was not 
common knowledge.

There is a concert in memory of Bowie taking 
place at Carnegie Hall on March 31.

Across the world, people are turning to their 
archives of Bowie’s music to mourn the lost icon. 
From his start as a teenage saxophonist to a long 
career that earned him worldwide fame and adora-
tion, Bowie never strayed from his innovative and 
revolutionary style.

In 1969, Bowie took a performing hiatus to record 
his album, “The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and 
the Spiders from Mars,” which was released in 1972 and 
introduced Ziggy Stardust and his band, the Spi-
ders from Mars, to the world. Ziggy Stardust 
served as Bowie’s alter ego and marked 
an era of reinvention, sex appeal, 
and, strangely enough, extraterres-

trials. Ziggy Stardust was supposedly a liaison between Earth 
and extraterrestrials, and he used the album to communicate  
his ideas regarding politics, drug use, and sexual orientation.  
The signature Ziggy look included bright orange hair, bold  
face paint, and what many call an introduction to Japanese 
fashion. His most famous song tied to the era was called,  
surprise, Ziggy Stardust and shared messages with the album. 
Bowie retired Ziggy Stardust after the Spiders from Mars’ short-
lived reign in 1973.

Four years later, in 1977, Bowie took on a new performing 
persona known as the Thin White Duke: a name that the per-

former carried with him throughout his lifetime. Heroes is 
one of Bowie’s most popular songs now and came from 

the Thin White Duke era; though it was not popular 
upon its release. When Bowie performed as the 
Thin White Duke, he kept to muted colors with a 
signature white shirt, black waistcoat, and slicked 

back white hair. Many considered the Thin White 
Duke to be the most normalized version of Bowie the 
world had seen, but the Thin White Duke also marked 
a period of heavy narcotic use for Bowie.

Throughout his life Bowie released more than 
20 albums, reinvented the world of rock and roll (as 
well as himself), and redefined the expectations of 

performers. Though the world mourns its loss, 
Bowie’s music and influence are guaran-

teed to last for decades to come, for his 
diversity and sound remain unparal-

leled in the world of rock and roll.

by Sophie Domenjeaux
News Editor

Harry Potter fans can thank their lucky stars, for a new 
installment of the series is coming soon. Author J.K. Rowling 
has found a new medium of writing to tell the story of The 
Chosen One. The trio Harry Potter, Ron Weasley, and Hermione 
Granger will grace the stage of the Palace Theater in London 
in a play entitled Harry Potter and the Cursed Child. 

The play, written by Rowling and producers Jack Thorne 
and John Tiffany, documents Harry’s life following his defeat 
of Voldemort during the Battle of Hogwarts (sorry for the 
spoiler, but it’s been seven years; you should know this by 
now). In the play, Harry struggles in his roles as a Ministry 
of Magic employee, husband, and father of three. One of 
his sons plays a major role in the production as well. The 
youngest Potter, Albus Severus, has his own set of problems 
with the weight of upholding the extraordinary family legacy. 

Rowling, Thorne, and Tiffany have brought together a cast 
of over 30 members to bring the magic of Harry Potter to the 
stage. Although opening night is months away, some critics 
have already voiced their opinions on the casting decisions, 
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Hungry for ethnic foods, but sick of the culturally-inaccurate 
recipes we’ve grown accustomed to? Have no fear, we’ve compiled 
a list of local restaurants that will provide you with a tasty and 
authentic eating experience. 

Golden Palace: For those unfamiliar with the Chinese dim sum 
scene, Golden Palace is the best place to start. With a constant 
flow of amiable waiters offering dozens of Chinese plates and a 
comfortable interior, this restaurant is the best place to experience 
an authentic Chinese meal. Turnip cakes, shrimp dumplings, pork 
buns, rolled rice noodles, taro cakes, sticky rice, and egg custard 
tart are some of the best dishes available. The Golden Palace offers 

non-dim sum dinners 
as well.

Local ethnic food restaurants satisfy clients
(1146 S De Anza Blvd, San Jose, CA 95129)

Layang Layang: Layang Layang’s Malaysian meals are served 
family style, and each plate feeds two to three people. The restau-
rant has a friendly and cozy atmosphere but can get crowded on 
busy nights. Some of Layang Layang’s best dishes include Hokkien 
Mee noodles, Princess Tofu, Chicken Rendang, and Pineapple Rice. 
Make sure you order several sides of their flavorful coconut rice to 
accompany your spread!   
(1480 S De Anza Blvd, San Jose, CA 95129)

International Kabob House: For falafel, kabob, and pita lovers, 
the International Kabob house is the best restaurant for all types of 
Mediterranean cuisine. Although the dining area is not exactly five-
star quality, the restaurant is always clean and filled with mouth-
watering aromas. Fresh pita and flat breads make the Kabob House’s 
lamb, chicken, and falafel sandwiches second to none. There is also 
a variety of vegetarian options as well as loaded kabobs for meat 
lovers. Their Greek fries, tossed with feta cheese and house dressing, 
are also definitely worth trying. 
(2707 Union Ave, San Jose, CA 95124)

Zeni Ethiopian Restaurant: Consider this a P.S.A. for all Bay 
Area vegetarians: Zeni Ethiopian Restaurant has a myriad of delicious 
meatless options. The majority of their meals include circular beds 
of injera bread with various toppings; customers are encouraged to 
eat with their hands (handwashing stations are located in the back). 
Toppings range from lamb to lentils, but their convenient combos make 

the ordering process much easier. Make sure you ask to be seated 
in the traditional dining room for a more authentic experience. 
(1320 Saratoga Ave, San Jose, CA 95129)

Curry House: We’ve all tried western-influenced Japanese 
food, but have you ever had Japanese-influenced western food? 
If you haven’t, head on over to Curry House, the best place to  
get youshoku, Japanese-Western fusion food. This includes 
Japanese curry rice, potato croquettes, spaghetti, and more. The 
menu allows for a great deal of customization of top- 
pings and spiciness. Make sure you book a reserva-
tion; this restaurant is extremely busy on Fridays 
and Saturdays.
(10350 S De Anza Blvd, Cuper-
tino, CA 95014)

David Bowie passes away  
courtesy iclipart

courtesy wikimedia commons

S. Sulliva
n

S. Sullivan

courtesy wikimedia commons

courtesy wikimedia commons

photos courtesy wikimedia commons


