
by Jessica Blough
Center Editor

Warning: spoilers ahead. On Oct. 6, ten years after the release of 
Twilight, author Stephenie Meyer released Life and Death, a gender- 
swapped version of the original novel with a near-identical plot.  
In Life and Death, Beau replaces Bella, the naive human, and Edythe  
replaces Edward, the desirable and mysterious vampire. Through this  
new novel, Meyer intends to refute criticism that Twilight is sexist  
in its portrayal of Bella as the damsel in distress and Edward as  
the hero. Instead, 
readers have criticized 
Meyer for reinforcing 
gender stereotypes thr- 
ough minuscule yet 
crucial changes.

Life and Death 
is a disappointment 
for many Twihards, 
who expected Meyer  
to release the much 
-anticipated Midnight 
Sun, a spinoff of Twi-
light from Edward’s po- 
int of view. She claims 
that she did not have 
enough time to finish Midnight Sun,so she began a new project that  
she never intended to be more than a couple chapters. Meyer changes the  
gender of all but a handful of characters in Life and Death. The 

most notable exceptions 
include Charlie and Renee, 
Bella’s parents. Jacob becomes 
Julie, Alice becomes Archie,  
and Emmett becomes Eleanor. 

Meyer changed more than 
names and pronouns in the 
new novel, which reinforce 
gender stereotypes rather  
than eliminating them, as  
the novel intended. For 
example, much of Bella’s 
flowery language is replaced 
by stereotypical teenageboy 
thoughts. Beau has a harder 
time expressing emotion 
than Bella, and Edythe must-

constantly validate Beau’s masculinity. Additionally, Edythe 
is sexualized by Beau’s friends, while Edward, in the original  
novel, is feared and greatly admired. Through these few changes, Meyer 
highlights the role of gender stereotypes in both novels rather than 
erasing them. 

The most shocking reveal in Life and Death is the 
alternate ending: Edythe turns Beau into a 
vampire to prevent his death, and he 
completely cuts off contact with his 
loved ones. In the final scene, he 
watches his own fake funeral from 
a nearby tree. This reveal eliminates 
the possibility of a sequel. Meyer also 
commented that she doubts Life and 
Death will be made into a film. 
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by Kate Hinsche
People Editor

We all spend hours procrastinating on 
Instagram, but you can only find yourself 85 
weeks deep in Kylie Jenner’s feed so many 
times before the entertainment value wears 
off. If you’re like me, you have a favorite food 
porn account, but all of the restaurants are 
in far off cities and there’s little chance you’ll 
ever get to eat the delicious dishes you drool 
over. You don’t want to move on to a differ-
ent method of procrastination, but things are 
looking bleak. The solution is simple and close 
to home. To rejuvenate your feed, follow these 
aesthetic-on-point local business accounts.

Icing on the Cake (@icingonthecake-
bakerylg): If you don’t already follow them, 
you’ve been doing social media wrong. Their 
daily posts of cupcakes, brownies, cookies, and 
cakes in the making induce an embarrassing 
amount of salivation. Luckily, the store is only 
a five minute walk from LGHS.

Manresa Bread (@manresabread): 
Bread, pastries, coffee, and Santa Cruz sunsets. 
Their feed is food for the soul, and the bakery 
itself, opened earlier this year as a component 
of the renowned local restaurant Manresa, has 
deliciously concocted carbohydrates available 
on the daily. Pastry? More like baestry.

Kitsch Couture (@kitsch_couture): A 
local boutique whose pictures are très chic. 
Their clothes are #closetgoals. Most impor-
tantly, they utilize Instagram to impart relat-
able messages like, “‘you can do it’ - Coffee” 
and, “Monday is like that person who showed 
up to your party uninvited.” 

Bunches Flower Shop (@bunchesflow-
ershoplosgatos): The flower shop we all go 
to for corsages and boutonnieres has the 
most adorable Instagram. Besides catering 
to the seasonal needs of high schoolers, 
the florists at Bunches also make beautiful 
arrangements of fresh flowers every day, and 
do us the favor of posting pictures of them. 

Main Street Burgers (@mainstreet-
burgers): Don’t blame me if you gain ten 
pounds after seeing the posts from Main 
Street Burgers, because their posts look so 
yummy you might need to call in an order 
after a few scrolls. All of this Los Gatos 
institution’s classic burgers and shakes are 
captured in drool-worthy images that look 
way better than whatever salad that fitness 
blogger posted.

Los Gatos Ballet (@losgatosballet): 
This account was discovered completely by 
accident, and let’s all be very grateful for 
that errant tap because this insta is so cool. 

Flip through their feed and you’ll find artsy 
shots of ballet slippers, awe-inspiring pictures 
of local dancers performing, and a video of an 
actual Pitch Perfect-like dance-off in which the 
company partook.

Benefit Los Gatos (@benefitlosgatos): 
While the corporate Benefit Cosmetics Insta-
gram has millions of followers, a lesser-known 
account is gaining traction. Run by a local 
Benefit makeup artist, the feed shows off the 
makeovers and brow transformations done in 
the shop located downtown. This is definitely 
my new go-to for makeup inspiration.

She She Shoes (@shesheshoes): Okay, I get 
that shoes are just shoes, but She She’s Instagram 
will convince you that you need all the shoes 
they feature. Scattered alongside the beauti-
ful footwear is clothing, jewelry, and other 
accessories. Unlike stalking a random brand 
on Instagram, on She She’s feed when you see 
something you HAVE TO HAVE, you can actually 
walk downtown and try it on.

Oak & Rye (@oakandrye): The pizza res-
taurant’s Instagram feed has more pizzazz than 
the eight year olds coated in glitter hairspray 
and lipstick at the Razzberry Lips located next 
door. Get up close and personal with their 
delectable pizzas, then try not to run to dinner 
the next time you crave their gnocchi.

by Hyuntae Byun
Editor-in-Chief

David Foster Wallace will surely be remembered as an incredible 
essayist and philosopher of our time. As an outstanding writer 
and multifaceted intellectual, Wallace demonstrates a mastery 
of vocabulary in his books. Though 
he is known for his lengthy novels, 
Wallace was careful to be precise with 
his word choice, which means that his 
writing is insightful, analytical, and 
meaningful.

Wallace was born in Ithaca, New 
York. During his childhood, he played 
a lot of tennis and became a region-
ally ranked junior tennis player. 
Because of this background, Wallace 
references tennis in many of his 
writings. For example, his bestselling 
novel Infinite Jest includes numerous 
allusions to tennis, and he reflects  
on the experience of being a suc-
cessful tennis player in his essay 
“Derivative Sport in Tornado Alley,” 
which was originally titled “Tennis, 
Trigonometry, Tornadoes.”

At Amherst College, his 
father’s alma mater, Wallace majored in English and philosophy 
with a focus on modal logic and mathematics. The senior thesis 
for his philosophy course was about modal logic and he received 
the prestigious Gail Kennedy Memorial Prize in philosophy for it. 
On the other hand, his English major senior honors thesis was 

Meyers debuts novel
by Rowyn van Miltenburg
News Editor

The beginning of fall has brought many new changes to the 
world of late-night TV. After Stephen Colbert and Jon Stewart 
exited from their respective long-running shows, it opened up 
new opportunities in the realm of late-night talk shows. Colbert 
graduated to the Late Show on CBS, which started in September. 
The Daily Show may have lost Stewart, but it gained Trevor Noah 
as its new host. Along with The Late Show and The Daily Show’s 
changes, Saturday Night Live began its forty-first season in October.

In December, his cult-like 
audience bid farewell to Colbert 
as the Colbert Report came to 
a close after an impressive 11 
seasons. Over more than one 
thousand episodes, Colbert cre-
ated an iconic persona devoted 
to reporting the “truthiness.” 
The beloved host left to 
host CBS’s Late Show. 
Colbert succeeded David 

Letterman, the show’s host since its conception in 1993. 
Colbert took the stage on Sept. 8 and has interviewed an 
all-star lineup of celebrities and political figures includ-
ing George Clooney, Jeb Bush, and Malala Yousafzai. 

As for the Daily Show, Jon Stewart left in August 
after a sixteen year run. Stewart won a combined 
20 Emmys for his 
roles as writer and 
producer of the 
show. While Stew-
art remains a pro-
ducer, he passed 

later published as his first novel, The Broom of the System. The 
book documents the emotional and psychological journey of Lenore 
Beadsman, the protagonist, and prominently features Wallace’s 
offbeat narrative style.

Wallace graduated summa cum laude from Amherst for both 
theses in 1985 and obtained a Master 
of Fine Arts degree at the University 
of Arizona within two years. He then 
entered a graduate philosophy program 
at Harvard University after receiving 
his MFA but soon left.

Unfortunately, Wallace strug-
gled with depression and addiction 
throughout his life. To cope with  
his depression, Wallace took anti-
depressant medication for 20 years,  
but stopped after he began to expe-
rience severe side effects from the  
medication. As his depression wors-
ened, his typical treatments began 
to fail him, eventually culminating in 
his suicide on Sept. 12, 2008 at the 
age of 46. 

Many of Wallace’s books are about 
navigating the emotional and mental 
aspects of life. At the same time, his 

books often satirize and ridicule institutions, governments, and 
corporations. Wallace was a literary genius, but his work demon-
strates his belief in the importance of individuality and maintains 
a refreshing, modest tone.
(Sources: NY Times, Rolling Stone, NPR)

Late night comedy shows see changes
the baton to the South African comedian Trevor Noah.  Noah 
began hosting on Sept. 28 and stayed true to the Daily Show’s 
roots by mocking cur-
rent events in a fast-
paced setting. Before 
he even started his 
new job, however, 
Noah generated a 
little controversy 
surrounding some of 
his rather provoca-
tive tweets. Although audience preconceptions may have made 
his job a little harder, they did not stop Noah from making an 
impressive debut.

Saturday Night Live also came back on air this fall, begin-
ning its forty-first season on Oct. 3 with Miley Cyrus as the host 
and musical guest. The season premiere was filled with laughs, 
including a surprise appearance by presidential candidate Hillary 

Clinton. Since the premiere, comedians Amy Schumer and 
Tracey Morgan have both hosted. Presidential candidate 
Donald Trump and actors Elizabeth Banks and Matthew 
McConaughey are on the docket to host this November. 

As for upcoming musicals guests, Sia, Disclosure and 
Adele are all scheduled to perform during the 

upcoming shows.
The fall of 2015 has brought several 

changes to late-night comedy. With Colbert 
and Noah in new hosting positions, TV is 
sure to be at least a little funnier. But Jon 
Stewart and the Colbert Report will be 
missed nonetheless. 

(Sources: New York Times, 
USA Today)
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Local Instagrams document life in Los Gatos

Scan the QR code to read about model and 
singer Amber Rose’s Slut Walk in down-
town Los Angeles to raise awareness for 
victims of sexual abuse and hate, as well 
as get access to many more web exclusive 

articles on elgatonews.com.
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