
Nina Simone biopic premieres trailer amid controversy
by Lark Breen
Culture Editor

Nina Simone, a talented singer and dedicated 
civil rights activist, is best-known for songs Feel-
ing Good, I Put a Spell on You, and Sinnerman. 
Although she died in 2003, Simone had a major 
influence on music and American culture. When 
producers announced a biopic called Nina centered 
on Simone’s life in 2012, fans were aggravated 
by the casting of Zoe Saldana as Simone because 
their features bear little resemblance. The release 
of the first trailer on Mar. 2 only intensified the 
outrage over the production.

The most condemned element of the one-min-
ute teaser trailer is Saldana’s apparent use of dark 
makeup and a prosthetic nose for the role. Saldana 
is of Dominican descent, with roots tracing back to Africa, but her skin 
is a noticeably lighter shade than Simone’s. To many, the alteration 
of Saldana’s features in the film is inexcusable, as it is tantamount to 
blackface. Alternate actresses who are favorites for the role include 

Viola Davis and Kimberly Davis.
During her lifetime, Simone 

advocated civil rights with songs 
like Mississippi Goddamn and To 
Be Young, Gifted and Black. Her 
music and her attitude celebrated 
dark skin and black hair and 
rejected colorism. To see such a 
woman portrayed in a way that 
she herself condemned has been 
“gut-wrenching, heartbreaking, 
nauseating, soul-crushing,” for 
the people who knew her, accord-
ing to the Twitter account of Nina 
Simone’s estate.

Nina Simone’s daughter, Lisa 
Simone Kelly, is also disappointed, but does not blame Saldana. She 
defends the actress, saying, “It’s clear [Saldana] brought her best 
to this project, but unfortunately she’s being attacked when she’s 
not responsible for any of the writing or the lies.” Simone Kelly has 

Apps impress
by Rowyn van Miltenburg
News Editor

I’m now a second semester senior, which means I’m avoiding homework and anxiously awaiting 
college decisions. I’ve therefore been constantly perusing the App Store in search of the best apps 
to unproductively fill my time. From the classics to the newly-released, here are the apps that will 
be draining my phone battery this spring:

Justin Bieber performs in San Jose on Purpose Tour
by Sanna Hakkarainen
News Editor

On Mar. 9, 22-year-old singer Justin Bieber began his third world 
tour in Seattle, WA. Three years after Believe and six years after My 
World, Bieber launched his Purpose World Tour with new music, dances, 
and clothing that amazes his loyal Beliebers and new fans alike.

During his opening performance in Seattle, 
Bieber declined to perform One Less Lonely 

Girl. Fans were disappointed by the decision 
because the performance of this song from 
his first album, My World, was accompanied 
by an important tradition. During both his 
My World and Believe tours, Bieber brought a 
girl to the stage while singing One Less Lonely 

Girl to show how much he values his 
fans. Doing so brought him closer 

to them, and each fan yearned 
to be the one less lonely girl. 

Upon hearing that One Less 
Lonely Girl was not going to 

be sung, Beliebers everywhere were distraught. 
However, Bieber heard the cries from his fans. He 
arrived at his next show in Vancouver, Canada, 
with the question, “is anyone lonely?” and 
brought his one less lonely girl on stage.

On Mar. 17, Bieber performed his fourth show 
of the tour in San Jose. Fans from across the 
Bay Area made the journey to the SAP Center 
to see the sold-out show. The concert began 
with opening acts Moxie Raia and Post Malone. 
Then Bieber came out singing Mark My Words, 
followed by Where are Ü Now. 

Bieber mostly sang songs from his most 
recent album, Purpose, including hits like Love 
Yourself and Sorry, as well as lesser-known gems 
such as Children, Been You, and Life Is Worth 
Living. He also brought back Boyfriend and As 
Long As You Love Me from his Believe album and 
Hold Tight from Journals. Bieber additionally 
sang Baby, which was released six years ago, 

displaying that he is still the same singer from 
the “Bieber Fever” era.

Bieber then shocked the audience by bring-
ing a girl on stage to fix his ponytail. The girl 
did it twice since he wanted the ponytail to be 
more of a bun. Bieber remarked, “you did it a 
little too tight last time” as the girl proceeded 
on her second try of the ponytail. After she 
finished he told the girl, “it’s perfect. Thank 
you” and hugged her before she went back 
into the crowd. 

The concert ended with Sorry as an encore. 
This performance included water coming down 
as if it were raining within the stadium. Bieber 
then wished everyone good night and said that 
he hoped they would find their purpose. This 
ended a spectacular concert that proved how 
Bieber has grown and matured, and, yet, how he 
is still the same Baby-singing boy every middle 
school girl crushed on all those years ago.
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denounced the film for a decade, and the family 
criticizes the film for being inaccurate. The plot 
rests upon an amorous relationship between 
Simone and her manager, Clifton Henderson, which 
never existed, considering that Henderson was gay.

More people blame the production team, which 
consists of all white men except for David Oyelowo, 
who also plays Henderson in the film. With the 
heightened awareness of unequal representation 
in Hollywood following the Oscars and the #oscars-
sowhite protest, Nina is a perfect example of a 
white production crew failing to understand the 
story of a strong black person.

Meanwhile, the 2015 documentary What Hap-
pened Miss Simone? is widely recognized and 
praised. It is ironic that the life of the civil 

rights activist who wrote and performed the song Don’t Let Me Be 
Misunderstood is being misinterpreted in this new film. Nina will be 
released on Apr. 22.
(Sources: CNN, The Guardian, Chicago Tribune, Time, Huffington Post)

by Sophie Domengeaux
News Editor

 This is not a drill; Disney Channel will return 
to East High with all-new songs, choreography, 
romances, and drama in a new installment of High 
School Musical. The latest sequel to the series, High 
School Musical 3: Senior Year, hit screens all the way 
back in 2008, making the long-awaited new movie 
extremely exciting for fans. However, there is one 
catch. The movie will feature a new group of students 
at East High instead of our beloved Troy, Gabriella, 
Chad, and other favorite Wildcats. 

As horrible as that sounds, there is still a 
possibility that the original gang will make an 
appearance. One of the new characters happens 
to be Ryan and Sharpay’s cousin, so fans hope the 
twins will make a cameo in the film. Producers are 
currently searching for the best singing and dancing 
actors and actresses Hollywood has to offer for the 
five main roles. 

The two leads, characters Erin and Derek, are 
both excellent soccer players. Erin, the only girl on 
the boys team, starts to fall for the bad boy from the 
rival school, the West High Knights. Derek, the bad 
boy earlier mentioned, has a tough surface, but is 
actually a soft-hearted sweetheart on the inside. He 
spends his time playing soccer and teaching dance 
lessons to kids at his family’s studio. 

The other three main characters are Campbell, 
Nathalie, and Tamara. Campbell has been dubbed 
Troy Bolton 2.0, the amazingly talented athlete and 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL RETURNS

Kendall and Kylie: I’ll admit, although I do so reluctantly, that 
I’ve been hooked on this app since it hit the App Store in February. 
In the app, you start out new to the social media scene, but quickly 
gain followers as you become friends and start networking with the 
game’s creators, Kendall and Kylie Jenner. You build your social media 
following through the means of photo shoots, vlogs, appearances, 
and dates. Your goal: top the most-followed list. Beware, though, 
you may find yourself so keen on gaining followers that you set your 
alarm for 3:00 am on a Thursday morning.

MSQRD: This app takes the Snapchat filters you love so dearly 
to another level. These hyperrealistic filters morph your face into 
Leonardo DiCaprio, presidential candidates, animals, and more. Since 
MSQRD was recently bought by Facebook, you can even change 
your profile picture to a video of yourself using one of the filters. 
This app is especially fun because its humor spans generations. I’m 
always excited to get a MSQRD from my mom doling out orders via 
a monkey filter.

Spotify: Spotify is already a staple on most phones – and 
computers for that matter – but deserves a mention nonetheless. 
Spotify is everything I could ask for in a music app. I can easily 
create original playlists, play from Spotify’s countless playlists, and 
find new music. With other great features, like Discover Weekly, 
a personalized playlist that refreshes each week to help you find 
music, I’m constantly rocking out to my favorite jams on Spotify.

Wonder Keyboard: This app adds another keyboard to your phone 
to help you embody different personas as you type. For example, 
use the English Aristocrat Filter to change “Hey” to “Salutations,” 
or “Hungry” to “Famished.” If you’d rather use the Texan Filter, you 
can change “You’re funny” to “You’re funnier than a clown on fire.” 
In addition to those filters, the app offers an All-American Athlete 
Filter as well as others available to purchase. This app is a fun way 
to kill some time and confuse your friends.

Poncho: Poncho has everything you want in a weather app 
and more. Not only does it inform you of the local weather and 
temperature, but it does so in a fun manner with added details. For 
example, you can turn features on that will alert you of bad hair 
day probability and pollen levels. In addition to weather, the app 
neatly organizes your various alarms, so you can keep your sleep 
schedule on track.

theater star. He captains the East High soccer team 
and takes after his cousins, Ryan and Sharpay, on 
stage. Drama starts when he decides he wants to 
date Erin and isn’t too happy when she wants to be 
with Derek instead. Nathalie is East High’s biggest 
fan and Erin’s loyal best friend. Tamara, East High’s 
former queen bee, is looking to reclaim her spot on 
top of the social pyramid. 

Disney hired Jeffrey Hornaday from Disney 
Channel’s Teen Beach Movie and Teen Beach Movie 2 
to direct and choreograph the new movie while Dan 
Berendsen from Hannah Montana: The Movie and 
Peter Barsocchini, who wrote all three existing High 
School Musical films, were assigned as screenwriters. 

The announcement comes a decade after the first 
film’s debut on Disney Channel. The original High 
School Musical quickly became one of the network’s 
biggest successes. A sequel came one year later, and 
the third movie hit theaters in 2008. Rumors of a 
fourth installment have been brewing since 2010. 
“High School Musical is part of Disney Channel’s 
DNA,” Disney Channels Worldwide president and CCO 
Gary Marsh said in a statement on Tuesday of last 
week. “It embodies all that we stand for. As a way 
of continuing to embrace that heritage, we’re excited 
to announce ‘the start of something new’ — as we 
launch a search for a new class of East High Wildcats 
to star in a fourth installment of the High School 
Musical franchise.”
(Sources: CNN, E!, MTV)
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