
dolce spazio
by Sanna Hakkarainen | News Editor

Unless you have been to Italy or Los Gatos’ Dolce Spazio, you’ve 
probably never had amazing gelato. Dolce Spazio, serving fantastic 
gelato along with other foods and drinks, is a small slice of Italy 
in the form of a gelato shop. Dolce Spazio’s iconic flavors include 
Oreogasmic, Strawberries and Cream, and Espresso; however, they 
occasionally add in a few others 
including Nutella. This delicious 
gelato causes customers to come 
back yearning for more. Dolce 
Spazio, in downtown Los Gatos, 
is a right-of-passage for someone 
to say they are a true Los Gatan.

El Gato's LG Bucket List
eat

Attention seniors, juniors, sophomores, and freshmen: whether you’re leaving Los Gatos in the 
fall or sticking around for the rest of your life, El Gato has compiled a list of must sees, must 
tastes, and must tries just for you. All activities are less than an hour drive from downtown, 

so grab your friends and check off these LG rights of passage while you’re still here. 

ccc 
by Cole van Miltenburg | Sports Editor 

The CCC, which stands for Chocolate Coffee Cream, is a staple 
drink item for any Los Gatos coffee aficionado. It is one of the most 
popular menu items at Great Bear Coffee, a long-time establishment 
frequented by many local residents. The drink itself is a delicious 
combination of coffee, Ghirardelli chocolate, and vanilla ice cream; 
its rich flavor contains perfect amounts of 
sweetness and creaminess. Customers can 
choose to have their CCC topped with Great 
Bear’s homemade whipped cream, which 
makes it an even more delectable treat. 
Since Great Bear Coffee is in downtown Los 
Gatos, it should only be a ten minute walk 
from LGHS.

gilley’s 
by Cole Potter | Web Editor-in-Chief

I pity the Los Gatan who hasn’t enjoyed the supreme pleasure of 
a malted milkshake and Gilley’s Special (slab of hash browns with 
choice of bacon, ham, or sausage mixed in, covered in three types 
of cheese, topped with sour cream and housemade salsa) on an 
early Saturday morning. Personally, I am spoiled, as I live within 
two minutes walking distance of this local gem, and I feel more at 
home at the diner-style counter than I do anywhere else in town. 

If I haven’t convinced you of the unique quality of this place 
yet, here’s one last shot. My dog is four years old. For the last four 
years, I have walked her down North Santa Cruz Ave. countless 
times, and often as we would walk past the Gilley’s storefront, a 
server there named Bryan would flag us down and come outside 
with fresh bacon on a paper plate for her. He happily called him-
self Uncle Bryan, and for three years, my dog got a free snack. To 

this day, despite Bryan having 
left Gilley’s, my dog will always 
refuse to continue walking 
when passing in front of Gil-
ley’s. I have to practically drag 
her away. I get it girl, there’s 
something more than good food  
in there.

the cats restaurant
by Olivia Hill | Humor Editor

The Cats Restaurant is less than half a mile away from down-
town Los Gatos and perfect for a change-of-pace dinner. The 
building has an old-time country feel, and often features live 
bands, including LGHS’ own Juliana 
Pollifrone. It’ll be a challenge to stop 
ordering their pulled pork and BBQ 
sauce. Hop on Hwy 17 South for two 
minutes, and the restaurant is on the 
right, before you reach the reservoir.

penny ice creamery
by Lauren Sanders | Opinion Editor

Take a drive down to the coast to have a taste of 
the Bay Area’s best ice cream at Penny Ice Creamery! 
This small ice cream shop on 41st Avenue in Santa 
Cruz scoops out a number of unique flavors, made 
locally with natural ingredients. My personal favorite 
is their Mint Chip, it’s a must-try! A popular addition 
to your cone is Penny’s renowned marshmallow fluff 
topping – make sure to ask for the blowtorch finish! 
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mt. umunhum
by Sean Clark | Editor-in-Chief

Ever wonder where those elusive, mountaintop Instagram 
pictures are coming from? At Mt Umunhum, you’ll dis-

cover a view that reaches 
beyond San Jose. Getting 
there is simple: just go 
up Kennedy until you 
reach Sierra Azul Open 
Preserve, and park along 
the road (be careful, the 
preserve closes 30 min-
utes after sunset). Follow 
the trail past the park-
ing lot until you reach 
the ever-popular sunrise 
picnic spot and enjoy 
the view!

see
garden of eden
by Sophie Domengeaux | News Editor 

Once you set eyes on this piece of paradise, you will under-
stand why the name is so fitting. Garden of Eden is an idyllic 
spot for a hot summer’s day, with pools of deep water perfect 
for cooling off. Join your friends in jumping off the rocks, 
swimming, and sunbathing. Bring your swimsuit, towel, and 
a picnic because once you find this spot you won’t want to 

leave. Dedicate an entire day 
for your visit because the trek 
out to the garden can last over 
an hour and many visitors say 
it’s tricky to find. From Henry 
Cowell Redwoods State Park, 
enter the southernmost gate 
towards the Ox Trail. Follow 
the path that leads to the 
right, turn right at the railroad 
tracks, and follow them until 
you see a “No Campfire” sign 
on your left. Follow the trail for 
another half mile, and you’ve 
made it!

donkey hill 
by Hyuntae Byun | Editor-in-Chief

Donkey Hill has long been a popular location for those 
seeking a nice view of Silicon Valley, although unfortunately 
the iconic donkeys that it was named after have moved away. 
Though some other locations receive more attention for offering 
marginally better views, Donkey Hill has the added advantage of 
being easily accessible and close by. Just cross the street from 
the high school to Jackson Street, and it’s just a short trek up 
Oak Hill Way to the end of W. Central Ave., where you can access 
the hill after pass-
ing through a small 
gate. Once you get 
to the top, there 
is a fantastic 180 
degree view of the 
valley below, and 
a pleasant 180 
degree view of the 
mountains on the  
other side.

land of medicine buddha 
by Lark Breen | Culture Editor

With beautiful, hidden hiking trails available to day visitors, 
the Land of Medicine Buddha in Soquel is a necessary stop for 
all nature-lovers. A stream trickles through a ravine near the 
trails, creating a peaceful and hidden vibe. Along the trail, 
little Buddhist shrines are tucked into the towering redwoods  
and stunning natural formations. To arrive at the lovely  
retreat, take 17 South to Highway 1 and exit at  
Bay Avenue to Porter 
Street. Turn right onto 
South Main Street, 
continue to Glen Haven 
Road, and then turn 
right onto Prescott 
Road. The Land of Med-
icine Buddha will be on  
the right. 

hakone gardens 
by Sean Clark | Editor-in-Chief

Just past downtown Saratoga, on Big Basin Way, lies an 
authentic slice of Japanese culture. Hakone Gardens, a setting 

for the visually-stun-
ning movie Memoirs of a 
Geisha, requires an eight 
dollar student entry free 
to explore the tranquil 
array of koi ponds, tra-
ditional buildings, and 
ornamental fixtures. 
This is the perfect spot 
to relax with friends 
before a stressful week 
of school.

castle rock 
by Camille Fowler | Web Editor

Between Saratoga and the Santa Cruz Mountains lies a hidden 
gem among outdoor locations. This lustrous expanse of trees and 
mountain is traced by numerous hiking trails that are perfect 
for weekend-long backpacking or camping trips, or simply a 
short run or hike on account of their accessibility and range of 
trail lengths. 

To get to Castle Rock, 
take Highway 9 towards 
Saratoga until you reach 
Big Basin Way. Turn left on 
Big Basin, then continue for 
seven miles until you take 
another left onto Skyline 
Boulevard. Follow Skyline 
Boulevard to the signs for 
the park until you reach 
the parking lot at your  
desired trailhead.

pleasure point
by Sean Clark | Editor-in-Chief

Just a couple of blocks away from Santa Cruz classics such 
as Verve, Pleasure Pizza, and The Penny Ice Creamery, Pleasure 
Point is a great place to watch skilled surfers, meet a myriad 
of dogs, and feel like a local. Grab a bench with a buddy and 
let the hours of the day slip by. Don’t forget to stop by Point 
Market and Cafe, a quintessential beach town grocery store, 
for lunch and live music on their outdoor patio. There, you’ll 
find a staircase going down into the water. The staircase is 
used by surfers, but there’s a landing for spectators. Watch 
out, you might get wet!

elephant seals
by Hyuntae Byun | Editor-in-Chief

Despite its name, Año Nuevo State Beach and its resident 
elephant seals are available “durante todo el año” (all year 
long, for you non-Spanish students). The seals’ clumsy waddling 
movements and seal-y antics (pun totally intended) will have 
you falling in love; be prepared for an overdose of cuteness. 
Make no mistake: the seals are definitely the main attraction 
at this beach, although you may see a rogue bobcat, wildcat, 
or other local animals if you’re lucky. There are also frequently 
families of sea otters frollicking just off the coast, so make sure 
to bring some binoculars. To get to Año Nuevo, it’s a short trip 
to Santa Cruz via 17 and then a picturesque drive northwards 
up Highway 1.
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El Gato's LG Bucket List
eat

Attention seniors, juniors, sophomores, and freshmen: whether you’re leaving Los Gatos in the 
fall or sticking around for the rest of your life, El Gato has compiled a list of must sees, must 
tastes, and must tries just for you. All activities are less than an hour drive from downtown, 

so grab your friends and check off these LG rights of passage while you’re still here. 

summit store 
by Abbi Berry | Web Editor

This small grocery store is family owned and operated, pro-
viding the Santa Cruz Mountains with fresh sandwiches, sushi, 
produce, baked goods, and more! Drive up 17 and take the exit for 
Summit Road. It’s about a seven minute drive from the highway 
and on your left. Check 
out the fresh sushi, salad 
bar, or get one of their 
famous sandwiches. Try 
the Chicken Pesto or the 
Santa Cruzan and enjoy 
your lunch on the patio.

acai bowls 
by Abbi Berry | Web Editor

Drive over the hill to Santa Cruz for a refreshing and delicious 
acai bowl at Samba Rock Acai. Take Highway 17 all the way to 
CA-1 North, take the exit to Ocean Street, then turn right on 
Water Street and look for the purple and green building. Grab a 
menu and check out the variety of bowls and smoothies. If you’re 
not sure what to get, think about the toppings you want; tropical 
papaya and goji berries? Or the basic strawberries and banana? 

Pick a base (banana, pine-
apple, peanut butter, or 
original) for the acai blend. 
My favorite bowl is the Os 
Mutantes. Add graviola 
cream for a sweet and creamy  
sensation. Enjoy!

falafel’s drive-in 
by Rowyn van Miltenburg | News Editor

Established in 1966, Falafel’s Drive-In has been serving mouth-
watering falafels ever since. The Bay Area institution is almost as 
well known for its fresh banana milkshakes as it is for its top-notch 
Middle Eastern cuisine. If you aren’t sure if the 15 minute trek is 
worth it, keep in mind that Guy Fieri featured Falafel’s Drive-In 
on his hit show Diners, Drive-Ins, and Dives, so it must be pretty 
darn good. Head north 
on 17 and head towards 
280 North, but get off at 
Stevens Creek Boulevard. 
Take a right at the exit 
and Falafel’s Drive-In will 
be on your left.

nox cookie bar
by Sophie Domengeaux | News Editor

Created by a parent of an LGHS senior, Nox Cookie Bar is one 
step greater than Door Dash. Order delicious, made-from-scratch 
cookies in flavors like Chocolate Chip ‘n 
Chunk, Snickerdoodle, Cookie con Candy, 
and Sugar Sugar. The mouthwatering 
treats are delivered warm right to your 
door. Each cookie costs 1.50 dollars or 
you can order the special Nox Box which 
includes 12 cookies for 7.50 dollars. Orders 
can be made over the phone or online at 
noxcookiebar.com. The best part is the 
service stays open until 2:30 am, and you 
can add a glass of cold milk to your order!

san pedro square market
by Charlotte Pla | World Editor

The most overwhelmed I have 
ever felt was when I faced a build-
your-own-potato bar at San Pedro 
Square Market in San Jose. Now 
Spuds USA holds its own special 
place in my heart, as does San 

Pedro Square market 
as a whole. It hosts the 
perfect union of Italian, American, Asian, Mexican, 
Greek, and even Irish restaurants all encircling an 
outdoor eating area lit by Christmas lights. The ambi-
ance is welcoming and occasionally set by a live band. 
It’s the perfect choice when you and your friends can’t 
agree on Asian or Mexican; nobody has to compromise!
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attend music in the park
by Olivia Hill | Humor Editor

Grab your lawn chair and your dancing shoes and head 
to downtown Campbell. On the lawn of the Ainsley House, 
talented local and tribute bands perform every Saturday night 
from June until August. Pack dinner or check out La Pizzaria 
on E. Campbell Ave., and 
be prepared to shake your 
groove thing. Head North 
on Hwy 17 towards San Jose, 
get off on Hamilton, and 
turn left on Hamilton Ave. 
Then take Hamilton to Cen-
tral Ave. and turn left. Turn 
left on Grant St. and look 
out for the lawn.

do
bike to campbell
by Sarah Sullivan | Culture Editor 

Spend a day active in the sun by taking a leisurely bike ride 
along the Los Gatos Creek Trail to downtown Campbell! The 
trail is relatively flat, bike friendly, and never too crowded, 
which makes for a great outing with family or friends. First, 
ride to Vasona Park and follow the trail to the dam. Go down 

the hill, then follow the path for about 
30 minutes until you reach an open 
park that leads into downtown. Cool off 
with a soda pop from Rocket Fizz and 
take a stroll around the quaint Recycle 
Bookstore! Take the trip on a Sunday 
to see the vendors at Campbell’s unique 
farmer’s market.

pick strawberries 
by Elizabeth Monsef | Sports Editor

Swanton Berry Farm, 
located in Davenport just off 
Highway 1, overlooks Califor-
nia’s golden coast and is the 
perfect place to stop and pick 
a carton of fresh berries before 
hitting the sand or after a long 
day of tackling the waves. 
Beginning in early May, the 
farm opens up its fields to 
travelers, offering fresh and 

delicious fruit. The cute shop also offers homemade pies and 
jams for purchase. Grab a couple of friends, drive on out to the 
coast, and get in touch with Earth’s roots, literally, by picking 
a sweet treat for an even sweeter price.make a bonfire 

by Olivia Hill | Humor Editor
It’s lit! Whether you’re in 

your backyard or you take 
the trip to Twin Lakes Beach, 
building a bonfire is a relaxing 
way to spend a summer night.  
Go in a large group and make 
s’mores together, or invite a 
handful of close friends and 
make s’mores. Either way, 
make s’mores.

play fugitive 
by Abbi Berry | Web Editor

Fugitive is a fun, active night-
time game that can last anywhere 
from one to four hours depending 
on the number of rounds you play. 
You need at least 15 people and 2 
cars (preferably cars with a lot of 
seats). Each car will have a driver 
and a spotter – the rest of the par-
ticipants are “fugitives.” A good starting location is the high 
school. Meet up with your friends around sunset and choose the 
“drivers,” “spotters,” and “fugitives.” Have your group agree on 
a second location to run to and give the fugitives about a five 
minute head start. Good goal locations from the high school 
are Bachman Park, Blossom Hill Park, Fisher, or Van Meter. The 
objective is for the fugitives to get to that location without 
being spotted. If spotted, the drivers will pull over and catch 
the fugitives, who then join the drivers in their car. Each round 
can take about 30 to 45 minutes. Make sure to account for all 
your fugitives once the round is finished, and drive safely!

hike at berry creek falls 
by Lauren Sanders | Opinion Editor

Are you looking for a beautiful, healthy way to spend 
your Saturday? Make your way to Berry Creek Falls, a hiking/
biking trail through the redwoods that takes you to a stun-
ning waterfall. Head south on Hwy 17, then take the Bear 
Creek exit and stay on Bear Creek road until you turn left onto 
Highway 9 South, then turn onto Highway 236 North/Big Basin 
Way. After about nine miles, 
look left and find yourself at 
the trailhead for this gor-
geous local hike. Once you 
get there, you can choose 
one of various routes. You 
can take the ten-mile loop 
through towering redwoods 
and several waterfalls, which 
takes from five to six hours, 
or you can choose to make 
the excursion as short as 
you want, turning around at any point. A popular way to see 
the spectacular waterfall at the top is to bike, which can be 
challenging, but is faster and very rewarding on the downhill. 
Get out there this weekend and try it for yourself!

play dunk hoops
by Dakota Rogers | Editorial Editor

Dunk hoops, also known as 
d-hoops, is a classic game of pickup 
basketball with a creative twist 
engineered by the innovative 
minds of LGHS students. Instead 
of playing on a long court with 
a ten-foot hoop, dunk hoops is 
played on a short blacktop court 
with a low rim height allowing the 
most vertically challenged kids to 
lay down some nasty slam dunks. D-hoops is most popularly 
played at Van Meter Elementary School, where courts are regu-
lation size and available for public use. Students and alumni 
from LGHS will congregate at these courts, waiting their turn 
to play and enjoying the wonderful showing of world class 
dunking. Any and all are welcome, so join in the fun by just 
shooting your friends a message: “d-hoops?”

play beach volleyball
by Elizabeth Monsef | Sports Editor

With summer just around the corner and temperatures 
rising day by day, sand volleyball is the perfect way to take 
advantage of the weather. This game is competitive and easy 
for a group to set up for a day at the beach. Prior to making 
the trek over Hwy 17, purchase a sand volleyball or borrow 
one from a friend. Courts are available for free public use at 
the beach to the side of the Beach Boardwalk, and a couple of 
usable courts are located at Twin Creeks Beach near the Crow’s 
Nest Restaurant. The courts will be ready to go throughout 

the summer, so make teams 
of 2 to 4 on each side and 
play games to 15 for a fun 
summer activity. Warning, 
sand can get pretty hot!

go to a drive-in movie
by Rowyn van Miltenburg | News Editor

If you are tired of watching movies in a run-of-the-mill 
movie theater, head to West Wind Capitol Drive-In for a unique 
movie watching experience. Here’s a pro tip: find a friend with 
a pickup truck and put a mattress in the bed of the truck. Bring 
a lot of pillows and a ton of snacks, and you can watch a movie 
on the big screen with all the comfort of your couch. Go north 
on 17, then get on 85 South. Take 85 
to 87 North and take the exit toward 
Capitol Expressway. Take a left on Nar-
vaez Avenue, then a right on Hillsdale 
Avenue and a left on Hillcap Avenue. 
Take a right from Hillcap to enter the 
West Wind Capitol Drive-In and drive 
up to a stall to pay for your ticket and 
proceed to the correct screen.
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