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by Cole van Miltenburg 
Sports Editor

An epidemic of suicide has hit the Canadian 
indigenous community of Attawapiskat, highlight-
ing health issues and a lack of resources allocated to 
native populations. Attawapiskat has a population 
of about 2,000 and is located in a remote area in the 
northern part of Ontario. Over the past 8 months, 
over 100 members of the community have attempted 
suicide, one of which has been successful. In the 
month of March alone, there were 28 attempts. The 
youngest person to attempt suicide since September 
is 11 years old, while the oldest is 71. A formal 
state of emergency was declared by the chief and 
council of Attawapiskat after eleven members of the 
community attempted to commit suicide on Apr. 9. 
Chief Bruce Shisheesh spoke out on the recurrent 
suicide attempts in Attawapiskat saying, “I’m asking 
friends, government, that we need help in our 
community. I have relatives that have attempted 
to take their lives … cousins, friends.”

A history of suicide has existed among indig-
enous communities for several decades. According 
to Health Canada, the leading cause of death for 
native Canadians under the age of 45 is suicide 
and self-inflicted injury. There are many factors 
that put indigenous peoples at a higher risk for 
suicide; unemployment, poverty, abuse, and sub-
stance addiction in particular can result in mental 
health issues, especially among youth. Researchers 
have also noted that residential schools have had a 

long-lasting impact on native communities. These 
compulsory boarding schools assimilated native 
children into canadian culture and prevented them 
from practicing native culture and religion. Also, 
the isolation of Canadian indigenous communities 
can lead to depression and suicidal thoughts. David 
Zimmer, Ontario Aboriginal Affairs Minister, said that 
communities like Attawapiskat are “very remote, 
they’re small, there’s no economy, there is a sense — 
especially among the younger people — of despair, 
a lack of opportunity and it leads to depression and 
anxiety and these sorts of things.” 

Many Canadian politicians have spoken out 
since the incident in order to bring attention to 
health conditions in indigenous communities. Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau responded in an Apr. 10 
tweet, stating that “The news from Attawapiskat 
is heartbreaking. We’ll continue to work to improve 
living conditions for all Indigenous peoples.” Since 
Apr. 9, Trudeau has sent teams of doctors and health 
workers to northern Ontario in hopes of combating 
the worsening situation. 

On Apr. 12, the Canadian Parliament held an 
emergency debate to discuss the health issues 
afflicting Native Americans, and many politicians 
urged for a stronger allocation of resources to native 
communities across the country. Charlie Angus, a 
parliament member who represents the area con-
taining Attawapiskat, said that health conditions in 
these communities are “deplorable,” and argued that 
there is a disparity of available healthcare between 
indigenous and non-indigenous communities, which 
must be closed. He argued that “This isn’t just par-
ticularly about Attawapiskat, it’s about who we are 
as Canadians and our whole nation. The greatest 
tragedy is the image of these helpless communities, 
and these lost children.”
(Sources: NBC, CNN, Washington Post, CBC)

Suicides surge in Canada

JUSTIN TRUDEAU: Trudeau will improve native living conditions.

by Sarah Sullivan
Culture Editor

A key suspect in both the November Paris 
attacks and the Brussels airport attack has been 
arrested by authorities. Mohamed Abrini was 
taken into custody on Apr. 8 in Belgium after 
video footage from the Brussels airport showed 
him in the company of the two suspected sui-
cide bombers before leaving the scene of the 
bombing shortly before the incident. Abrini has 
also been on the most-wanted list for several 
months because of his involvement in the Paris 
attacks. Raised in Brussels, Abrini, who is of 
Belgian and Moroccan nationality, has a history 
of petty crime and is believed to have travelled 
to Syria in the summer of 2015, providing 
further evidence of his involvement with ISIS.

Police had been searching for Abrini, “the 
man in the hat,” spotted on surveillance 
cameras in the airport since the terror strikes 
occurred. On Apr. 9, Abrini admitted to being 
the man spotted in the cameras, donning a 
white vest and blue hat, both of which Abrini 
discarded or sold shortly after the incident. 
Cabrini’s fingerprints and DNA have also been 
found in a car used during the Paris attacks, 
as well as at several “safe houses” in Brussels. ATTAWAPSIKAT: Suicide attempts have surged in this town.

Brussels terrorist caught

Abrini was one of four men arrested in con-
nection with the terrorist attacks. The other 
three men were identified as Herve BM, Bilal EM, 
and Osama K. Osama K, reportedly a Swede whose 
full name is Osama Krayem, was also present at 
the metro attack in Brussels. Krayem was seen 
with suicide bomber Khalid el-Bakraoui at Mael-
beek metro station, and allegedly bought bags 
used by the bombers at the Brussels Airport. The 
four men have since been charged with “terrorist 
murders” and involvement in “activities of a 
terrorist group.”

The Mar. 22 terror bombings in Brussels 
caused the deaths of 32 people, including the 
3 suicide bombers, and injured over 300 others. 
Two bombings occurred at the Brussels Airport, 
and a third at Maalbeek metro station. The 
attacks are the deadliest in the nation’s history. 
The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria has since 
claimed responsibility for the attacks. ISIS also 
claimed responsibility for the November Paris 
attacks, which killed 130 people. 
(Sources: The Guardian, BBC, CNN, Al Jazeera)MAN IN THE HAT: The bomber was caught on airport security.

VIGIL: Mourners observe a memorial for Brussels victims.

COM: Bir Tawil is unclaimed
by Neil Lugovoy
National Editor

This issue’s country of the month is slightly dif-
ferent from past versions in that this section focuses 
on a plot of land that is claimed by no country. 
Alastair Bonnett writes that it is the “only place on 
the planet that is both habitable and unclaimed” in 
his book Unruly Places: Lost Spaces, Secret Cities, 
and Other Inscrutable Geographies. Bir Tawil is a 
small trapezoid of land situated between Egypt and 
Sudan. Because of a border dispute between the two 
countries, neither will claim this 795 square mile, 
uninhabited desert area.

In 1899 the British government drew the border 
between Sudan and Egypt as the 22nd parallel. 
They revised that decision in 1902, because the 
Ababda tribe had more ties to the land in Bir Tawil, 
and redrew the borders in a way that they thought 
aligned better with the ethnic groups in the area. 
The original border placed Bir Tawil under Sudanese 
control and the 1902 border placed it under Egyp-
tian control. The reason both countries are willing 
to relinquish their claim to this land is to validate 
their claim to the larger tract of land known as the 
Hala’ib Triangle.

The Hala’ib Triangle is ten times as large as Bir 
Tawil, has access to the sea, and contains oil and 
mineral deposits. In 1992, Egypt annexed the area 
in protest of Sudan’s control with a show of force. 
Some in Sudan called for war, but this event did 
not lead to military conflict. Later in 1992 Sudan 
allowed a Canadian oil company to drill off the 
coast of Hala’ib, but Egypt objected. Under the 
pressure, the Canadian company called off its deal 
until control of the area was no longer disputed. In 
2000, Sudan conceded and removed its forces from 
the Hala’ib Triangle. Despite their withdrawal, some 
Sudanese still call for the removal of Egyptian forces 
from Hala’ib. As recently as 2004, the president of 
Sudan, Omar Al-Bashir, has formally claimed control 
over Hala’ib.

Since both countries must stay true to their 
version of the border, neither lays claim to Bir Tawil. 
Both believe that the other country has control 

of Bir Tawil, and so they are willing to leave the  
land untouched.

Many others have tried to claim Bir Tawil. In 
2014, Jeremiah Heaton, a farmer from Virginia, 
planted a home-made flag atop a mountain there and 
started the Kingdom of North Sudan. His plan was to 
make himself the king of North Sudan and his six-
year-old daughter an official princess. Heaton also 
wants to start a country there with no regulations 
or taxes so that international companies can base 
their operations there and grow. Such a country 
has yet to form and no businesses are based in the 
Kingdom of North Sudan.

However, Heaton is not the first to try to make 
a country out of Bir Tawil, and will likely not be 
the last. Many travel to the small trapezoid to plant 
a flag in the sand and start a country with ideals 
they espouse. Some even have websites and let 
people apply for citizenship. It is unlikely that any 
permanent settlement will form, as the land of Bir 
Tawil is a rocky desert with very little vegetation. 
None of the countries made from Bir Tawil have 
received recognition from any other country: a 
crucial step in gaining official country status. This 
will likely prevent Bir Tawil from ever becoming a 
country, but it won’t stop people from trying to 
make one out of it.
(Sources: TIME, The Guardian, Big Think, Unruly 
Places: Lost Spaces, Secret Cities, and Other Inscru-
table Geographies)

JEREMIAH HEATON: This man is currently claiming Bir Tawil.

by Madeline Hagar
Opinion Editor

On Apr. 3, 2016, the International Consortium 
of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) published 
documents known as the Panama Papers. The 
Panama Papers are an unprecedented leak of 
11.5 million confidential documents from the 
database of Mossack Fonseca, the world’s fourth 
largest offshore law firm. An anonymous source 
gave the documents to a German newspaper 
called Suddeutsche Zeitung, which then shared 
the information with other major media outlets. 

Mossack Fonseca is a Panamanian firm that 
works worldwide to create offshore accounts for 
companies. The papers, which go back as far as 40 
years, outline how the firm helped create secret 
shell companies and offshore bank accounts for 
world leaders. The firm operates in tax havens 
such as Switzerland and the British Virgin 
Islands. The leak involves 12 former or current 
national leaders, their families, close associates, 
and government officials. Petro Poroshenko, 
Ukraine’s president, Ayad Allawi, ex-interim 
prime minister and former vice-president of 
Iraq, Mauricio Marci, the president of Argentina, 
and Sigmundur Davíð Gunnlaugsson, Iceland’s 
prime minister, are among the power players 
involved in the scandal. Moreover, although 
his name is not directly stated, there is a two 
billion dollar trail that leads to Russia’s own 
President Vladimir Putin. His close friend, Sergei 
Roldugin, is directly involved in a scheme to 
move money from Russian state banks to hidden,  
offshore accounts. 

Those accused are responding in a variety of 
ways, including outright denial of any wrong-
doing and promises of investigations. Russia 
immediately wrote off the claims as “‘fibs” aimed 
at slandering Putin. Gunnlaugsson insists that 
the account is simply for holding his wife’s assets 
and that he has not engaged in tax evasion. 
Lastly, Britain, Australia, Mexico, and France 
have promised to investigate those involved for 
possible tax evasion thoroughly.

Mossack Fonseca promises that it has done 
nothing illegal and that it has complied with 
anti-money-laundering laws. The company regrets 
this incident, but feels that it cannot be blamed 
for the misuse of its services by intermediaries. The 
firm released a statement, saying, “Our industry is 
not particularly well understood by the public, and 
unfortunately this series of articles will only serve 
to deepen that confusion. The facts are these: while 
we may have been the victim of a data breach, 
nothing we’ve seen in this illegally obtained cache 
of documents suggests we’ve done anything illegal, 
and that’s very much in keeping with the global 
reputation we’ve built over the past 40 years of 
doing business the right way, right here in Panama.”

This is the world’s largest leak thus far, and many 
members of the public are outraged at what they 
have discovered via the Panama Papers. The director 
of ICIJ, Gerald Ryle’s, comment “These documents, if 
nothing else, raise an awful lot of questions” sums 
up the situation perfectly. 
(Sources: The Guardian, CNN, ICIJ)

Panama papers stir outrage

POROSHENKO: Ukraine’s president was implicated in the leak.
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