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El Chapo wants transfer
by Cole Potter
Web Editor-in-Chief

Joaquín “El Chapo” Guzmán is finally willing 
to undergo extradition to the United States, 
according to statements made by his lead 
defense attorney José Refugio Rodríguez on 
Mar. 8, 2016. Guzmán, who has been imprisoned 
since being recaptured on Jan. 8, has apparently 
been facing extremely harsh treatment 
by guards at Altiplano high-secu-
rity prison and has requested 
transfer to a lower security 
prison in the States.

Guzmán  i s  t he 
world’s largest drug 
kingpin and has been 
detained by the Mex-
ican government three 
times since 2001. His 
most recent arrest comes 
after his escape from 
prison last July and the 
largest manhunt in Mexico’s 
history which followed. Mexican 
President Enrique Nieto had previously 
made vows to the Mexican public claiming there 
to be no way for Guzmán to escape prison, and 
the search for the escapee was largely supported 
by him. However, the Mexican government’s 
vendetta against Guzmán may not have been 
completed, as evidenced by the particularly 
brutal punishment he is currently enduring. 

Court rejects Pistorius plea
by Camille Fowler 
Web Editor

Three years ago on Valentine’s Day, Oscar Pisto-
rius was arrested for the murder of his twenty-nine 
year old girlfriend Reeva Steenkamp. Pistorius was a 
Paralympic champion who ran with prosthetic exten-
sions, known around the world as the Blade Runner. 
Pistorius claimed that he thought Steenkamp was 
an intruder when he fired four shots through the 
bathroom door of their apartment. 

COM: Croatia astonishes
by Cole van Miltenburg
Sports Editor

Croatia is a small country in southeastern 
Europe known for its beautiful islands as well as its 
vast cultural history. It borders the warm Adriatic 
Sea, with a coastline spanning over 2,500 miles, 
consisting of small islands.  The country is known 
for its varying beauty; it consists of medieval 
towns, forested scenery, as well as sandy beaches. 
Despite its extensive history, Croatia is a relatively 
new country; it was only formed  in 1991.

National and cultural identities have shifted 
several times in Croatia throughout the years. 
3,000 years ago, modern-day Croatia was con-
trolled by the Romans; many pieces of architec-
ture and culture from this era still exist in the 
country.  In the 600s, Croat tribes moved into 
the area and adopted Christianity under the rule 
of the Frankish King Charlemagne. The country 
later defeated Frankish and Ottoman invaders 
and formed an independent kingdom in 925, but 
was conquered by Austria 200 years later. Croatia 
joined Austria-Hungary when it was formed in 
1867, but became a part of Yugoslavia after WWI 
ended in 1918. Civil wars took place in Yugoslavia 
involving Croats and other ethnic groups, and in 

Honduran activist is killed
by Kate Hinsche
People Editor

Thurs., Mar. 3, marked the loss of Honduran 
activist Berta Càceres. Càceres was found shot 
dead in her La Esperanza home, the victim of what 
Honduran newspapers are calling a violent robbery, 
but what her family says was an assassination. Just 
a day before her 44th birthday, Càceres’ successful 
and impactful career of championing indigenous 
rights and environmental protection ended abruptly. 

Càceres’ death was not a surprise to her family 
or her professional peers. She received regular 
death threats, and a mere 10 months ago told CNN 
en Espanol, “In my organization alone we have 10 
people who’ve been killed with total impunity.” 
The organization she referred to, the Council of 
Indigenous Peoples of Honduras, was founded 
with partner Tomas Garcia to protect the rights of 
indigenous groups within Honduras. Tomas Garcia 
was also shot and killed in 2013 during a peaceful 
protest against the Agua Zarca hydropower project. 
Although Garcia’s death was a serious blow to their 

Pistorius was arrested shortly after the shots 
were heard by a nearby witness, and he was charged 
with premeditated murder and possession of unli-
censed ammunition. Instead of finding Pistorius 
guilty of murder, he was convicted of culpable 
manslaughter by the high court of Pretoria and 
received a prison term of five years. 

In late 2013, the state announced that Pistorius’ 
status would be reviewed by the court of parole 
after he spent ten months in prison. However, the 
decision to grant him parole was repeatedly delayed, 
and Pistorius spent two days short of a year in prison 
until he was paroled and put on house arrest on his 
uncle’s estate. Prosecutors in the case were furious 
that Pistorius was released from his already short 

According to statements from him and his 
family, the guards at Altiplano forbade him from 
sleeping by waking him with loud noises every 
two hours. Additionally, they have “violated 
his human rights,” by watching him as he uses 
the restroom and incessantly forcing him to 
appear for roll calls. His wife Emma Coronel 
brought this treatment to the attention of the 

United States through interviews with the 
Los Angeles Times and Univision, in 

continued efforts to facilitate 
his extradition.

The United States Jus-
tice Department has yet 
to comment on Guzmán’s 
request for extradition, 
despite the federal 
government’s previous 
attempts to try him in 
the US. David Weinstein, 

a former federal prosecu-
tor specializing in narcotics 

crimes, says that the DOJ’s lack 
of response is typical of the US gov-

ernment’s policy in these types of cases. 
Any completed deal would take place with the 
Mexican government alone, said Weinstein in 
comments with the AP. It remains to be seen 
whether Guzmán is telling the truth about his 
mistreatment, or whether the United States will 
pursue an extradition and plea deal with him.
(Sources: Washington Post, Forbes, CNN)

CHAPO TO THE CHOPPER: Joaquín “El Chapo” Guzman recently agreed to proceed with extradition to the US.

BLADE RUNNER: Oscar Pistorius is a former paralympian.

prison sentence, and they continued to push the 
South African court to revise the original conviction 
of culpable manslaughter to murder. 

A month after his release, in October of 2015, 
the case was taken to the Supreme Court of South 
Africa. Throughout the next few months, the state 
prosecutors presented their case on why his orig-
inal conviction should have been overturned and 
changed to murder. The state claimed that Judge 
Thokozile Masipa, the judge in the case when it first 
went to court in Pretoria, had incorrectly applied 
the law of murder which resulted in a false verdict, 
according to their claims. In early December, the 
Supreme Court accepted the state’s appeal and 
Pistorius was found guilty of murder.

In January of 2016, Pistorius was quick to 
request a leave of appeal in hopes that the constitu-
tional court would overturn the murder conviction. 
The defense claimed that the Supreme Court had 
neglected to acknowledge Pistorius’ vulnerability as 
a disabled person, and that the court had wrongly 
overturned a lower court’s verdict that had been 
sensitive to Pistorius’ fear during the incident.

On March 3, the court rejected Pistorius’ appeal 
and the defense’s reasoning, claiming that even 
if Pistorius suspected an intruder, he should have 
been aware that firing shots would endanger the 
life of anyone who was behind the bathroom door. 
Pistorius has now been sentenced to a minimum of 
fifteen years in prison, and he has a mere five weeks 
of house arrest before returning to jail.
(Sources: Washington Post, CNN, NY Times)

JUST JUSTICE: Pistorius was tried at Pretoria’s Palace of Justice.

GO LINDA: Kolinda became Croatia’s first female president.

1990 another violent war took place with Serbia 
when Croatia claimed its independence.

Croatia has made a notable comeback in recent 
wars. The country is now economically stable with 
a strong government, and as of 2013 it is a part 
of the European Union. Croatia’s government is a 
democratic republic with a parliament, president, 
and prime minister. In 2015, the country reached 
a historic moment when its first female president, 
Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovic, was elected. The country 
has also seen a growth in tourism in recent years 
because of its beautiful landscapes and unique 
cultural traditions. 

The people of Croatia are known for being 
friendly to strangers, and for having a strong 
pride for their country. One important aspect 
of national pride is religion; over 80 percent of 
Croatians are Roman Catholics, and the country 
has many historic cathedrals dating back hundreds 
of years. national pride is also instilled in the 
country’s soccer team. Famous Croatian-Americans 
include Krist Novoselic, who was the bassist and 
cofounder of the rock band Nirvana, and John 
Kasich, a republican presidential candidate who 
is also the current governor of Ohio.

Croatian food includes a diverse mix of influ-
ences, and consists mostly of pasta dishes, as well 
as a plethora of seafood due to its location on 
the Mediterranean Sea. The country is known for 
a method of cooking called peka, in which meat 
and seafood are cooked in a closed container for 
several hours, along with potatoes, spices, and 
olive oil. One interesting Croatian dish is crni 
rizot, a seafood risotto which is dyed black by 
squid ink. A popular dessert is fritule, which are 
small, deep fried, sugary donuts which contain 
raisins and lemon zest.

Overall, Croatia is an historic and unique 
country with much to offer to the foreign vis-
itor. Although it is not a well-known tourist  
hotspot, consider visiting it the next time you 
travel to Europe!
(Sources: infoplease.com, Frommer’s, Travel Chan-
nel)

A DAM PROBLEM: A Gualcarque dam project is proving contentious.

organization and the protest, Càceres relentlessly 
fought the project. 

The proposed plan would build four dams in the 
Gualcarque River basin, making it one of the largest 
hydroelectric projects in all of Central America. It 
would devastate the region around the Gualcarque 
River, especially Càceres’ native Lenca people, who 
need the river water to survive and consider it a 
sacred entity within their culture. Càceres’ work to 
rally indigenous and local communities against the 
water works paid off in 2013, when she and her 
organization pressured the International Finance 
Corporation, the World Bank’s private sector arm, 
and the Chinese state-owned developer Sinohydro to 
drop out of the project. Although this was a major 
success for COPINH, Càceres continued her fight, and 
her endeavors won her the Goldman Environmental 
Prize in 2015.

Càceres’ death shines a spotlight on the rising 
death rates of activists in Honduras since the coup 
d’ètat in 2009. The organization Global Witness 
reported Honduras as the deadliest country for 
environmental activists in 2015. Honduras also lays 
claim to the murder capital of the world title with 
90.4 murders per 100,000 people. Càceres’s family, 
colleagues, and the citizens of Honduras are losing 
faith in their government and their police. The Inter-
American Commission for Human Rights mandated 
that the government protect Càceres as she received 
more and more death threats. Police say that she did 
not report to them the home she was staying in at 
the time of the murder, and that they maintained 
surveillance on her old home in Villa El Calvario. 
President Juan Orlando Hernández condemned the 
murder stating, “The state of Honduras has been 
directly attacked by the death of Berta Cáceres. This 
is a crime against Honduras, a blow to the Honduran 
people. It will not go unpunished,”  Cáceres’ nephew, 
Silvio Carrillo, is not confident in the president’s 
promise for justice. He told NPR, “Honduras is too 
far gone for that.” 

 Cáceres is survived by her four beautiful chil-
dren and her mother.
(Sources: CNN, NPR, Global Witness)
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