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by Neil Lugovoy
National Editor 

A collection of more than 170 islands spread across 
nearly 300 square miles of the Pacific Ocean make up the 
country of Tonga. These islands first formed a kingdom in 
1845. Thirty years later, Tonga became a constitutional 
monarchy, which lasted until 2010 when the king relin-
quished his powers and became a figurehead similar to 
Britain’s queen. 

This governmental change modified the parliament, 
turning it from a forum for nobles to voice their com-
plaints to a body with power. With the king’s dilution 
of power came the appointment of 17 of the “people’s 
representatives” to join the 9 nobles in parliament. These 
parliamentarians then selected a prime minister for the 
nation. They selected a noble named Lord Siale’ataonga 
Tu’ivakano who held power until 2014 when ‘Akilisi 
Pohiva, an activist for democracy, was selected to be 
Tonga’s first commoner leader.

Tonga adopted a strong tradition of rugby after it 
was introduced to the country by European sailors. In 
the recent Rugby World Cup in November, the Tongan 
team qualified to compete in the group stage, but was 
knocked out after only winning one match. Soon after 
the tournament, Jonah Lomu, a New Zealand rugby 
player who grew up in Tonga and had Tongan parents, 
died suddenly at the age of 40. Many Tongans saw him 
as a hero and a champion of the people. The governor 
of Ha’apai, the island where he grew up, said that “This 
is sad, not only for Ha’apai, but for all the people of 
Tonga as well... It’s a very touching moment because 
it’s a loss of a superstar, especially because Jonah has 
grown up here.” 

Tonga plans to host the 2019 Pacific Games, but 
doubts have risen about the country’s readiness to do so. 
The Pacific Games is a multi-sport athletic competition 
similar to the Olympic Games, but only features countries 

COM: Tonga attracts tourists
from the South Pacific region. Prime Minister Pohiva 
has said that the country will need to raise funds from 
donors to be ready to host the Games on time. Some 
reports have concluded that the country is two years 
behind on planning.

The economy of Tonga is largely dependent on 
agriculture and tourism, but both are under threat. 
The coming El Niño cycle of warm temperatures will 
reduce rainfall in the South Pacific and cause drought 
conditions in Tonga that will lead to stunted growth 
of sweet potatoes and coconuts and failure of root 
vegetable crops. This will hurt Tonga’s exports market 
and could endanger Tongans who rely on those crops 
for subsistence. 

Tonga’s warm waters, lush scenery, and active 
animal life make it a top tourist destination, but cli-
mate change is eating away at the Tongan paradise. Sea 
levels near Tonga have risen six millimeters since 1993, 
compared to the global average of 3.2. This increase is 
submerging more and more land in Tonga and making 
it unusable. As Vince Morris, a hotel owner in Tonga, 
describes, he has lost “an acre of land in 20 years.” 
Additionally, as the oceans near Tonga continue to 
become more acidic, the sea life that attracts many 
visitors will wither. Many Tongans fear that since 
they are not a powerful country, they will not be able 
to influence international environmental efforts fast 
enough to save their nation.
(Sources: The Economist, CIA World Factbook, Otago 
Daily Times, BBC News, ABC News, Tonga Meteorological 
Service, Australian Bureau of Meteorology.)

TONGA COASTLINE: The island’s beautiful beaches cannot be beat.

TONGA PASTIME: Tonga takes pride in their national rubgy team.

by Rowyn van Miltenburg
News Editor 

On Thurs., Nov. 12, tragedy struck south-
ern Beirut, as a pair of suicide bombings 
rattled Lebanon’s capital city. The bombings 
killed 43 people and injured another 239. ISIS 
later claimed responsibility for the attacks.

The attacks took place in an open-air 
market in Burj al-Barajneh, a suburb of 
Beirut. The first bomber set off his explosive 
outside of a Shi’ite mosque around 6 pm, 
while his partner detonated his explosive vest 
in a close by bakery. The two bombs were det-
onated within 500 feet and 5 minutes of each 
other. Immediately following the attacks, the 
government shut off all entrances to Burj 
al-Barajneh, a usually busy area.

A third bomb would have gone off had the 
bomber been able to detonate his explosive. 
Instead, his body was later found at the 
site of the second blast. The three suicide 
bombers were later identified through local 
media, which said two were Palestinian and 
one was Syrian.

In the aftermath of the blasts, hospitals 
urged people to donate blood in order to treat 
the wounded. The streets surrounding the 
attacks were littered with glass, rubble, and 
other debris. In addition to the toll it took 
on humans, the attack damaged at least four 
surrounding buildings.

Burj al-Barajneh is prominently Shi’ite 
and has a strong Hezbollah presence. Hezbol-
lah and ISIS are currently fighting in Syria, 
which is immediately east of Lebanon.  While 
they were not targeted in the attack, three 

Bombings terrorize Beirut
Hezbollah officials were killed in the blasts.

ISIS claimed responsibility for the attacks 
via social media, explaining in a statement 
that the purpose of the attack was to kill 
Shi’ite Muslims. Since ISIS claimed responsi-
bility, Hezbollah has denounced ISIS’ killing 
of innocent civilians, including the unarmed 
and elderly. In response to the attacks, 
Hezbollah official Bilal Farhat said, “It was a 
Satanic terrorist attack.”

Following the attacks, many countries 
have condemned ISIS’ actions. The White 
House released a statement saying these 
bombings “would only serve to reinforce our 
commitment to support the institutions of 
the Lebanese state, including the security 
services, to ensure a stable, sovereign and 
secure Lebanon.” Iran, an ally of Hezbollah, 
also condemned the attack.

While there has been some discord among 
the Lebanese people as a result of the attacks, 
Lebanese Prime Minister Tammam Salam 
called for unity rather than hostility, saying, 
“We condemn this cowardly criminal act that 
can never be justified, and we call on the Leb-
anese to be more watchful and united against 
strife.” He declared the following day a day 
of mourning for Lebanon, and the education 
minister ordered all schools and universities 
in the country to close out of respect.
(Sources: CNN, BBC, NY Times)

ISIS: The terrorist group’s recent attacks have shocked the world.

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s capitol was the site of ISIS’s latest attacks.

by Sophie Domengeaux
News Editor

Kenya, Africa has been named the world’s most 
dangerous place to be pregnant. Women across the 
country, specifically in the Mandera County, struggle 
to find proper medical care in a safe environment to 
have their child. Women like Fardowsa Abdi experienced 
this struggle firsthand. Abdi traveled over 150 miles to 
reach the only free hospital in the country with over 
a million people. Women in Kenya are about ten times 
more likely to die in childbirth than in Afghanistan. 
That number skyrockets to 138 times more likely to die 
when compared to the United States. “It’s tragic,” said 
Ruth Sambu, a nurse at the Mandera County Referral 
Hospital. “And then the worst part is that, as a person 
who is knowledgeable, there is little you can do.” 
Nearly 38 mothers in every 1,000 live births die during 
childbirth, about 2 or 3 women per day, according to 
the United Nations. 

One of the main reasons Kenya is the most danger-
ous place to have a baby is because of the attacks and 
mutilation on women that occur often. An al-Qaeda 
linked group, Al-Shabaab has attacked the Maderna 
county several times, murdering and mutilating dozens 
of women and girls. “Nobody talks about it,” women’s 
activist Ubah Ibrahim says. “The reason as to why [it 
is so dangerous to give birth] – is mostly because of 
female circumcision. Also, there are very few doctors 
left in Mandera because of insecurity, and not many 
good facilities.” Due to the lack of safety, humanitarian 
agencies and donors have actually left the area, leaving 
the women of Mandera to fight for themselves. Genital 
mutilation is common in Kenya in girls as young as nine 
years old. When it comes time to deliver the child, the 
mutilation can bring about deadly results. “You would 
get the baby dying because of obstruction at the vaginal 
wall,” said nurse Sambu. 

The women coming in to give birth are often too 
young to bear children as well. Forcing young girls to 
become child brides is a still a major problem in Kenya. 
An estimated 26 percent of girls are married before their 
18th birthday in Kenya, according to the awareness 
organization Girls Not Brides. To battle this serious 
issue, several agencies and organizations have come 

World leaders join forces
to Kenya. The U.N. Population Fund, U.N. Development 
Program and Kenyan First Lady Margaret Kenyatta’s 
office have started an initiative named “Beyond Zero.” 
The project has already set up mobile maternity clinics 
in 32 of Kenya’s 47 counties, each equipped with the 
supplies necessary to deliver a child safely. The U.N. 
Population Fund says the mobile clinics have helped 
more than 130,000 Kenyan women and children.

Development Program and Kenyan First Lady Marga-
ret Kenyatta’s office have started an initiative named 
“Beyond Zero.” The project has already set up mobile 
maternity clinics in 32 of Kenya’s 47 counties, each 
equipped with the supplies necessary to deliver a 
child safely. The U.N. Population Fund says the mobile 
clinics have helped more than 130,000 Kenyan women 
and children.
(Sources: BBC News, The Economist)

Kenya is unsafe for childbirth

KENYAN HOSPITALS: American doctors give aid to Kenyans in need.

by Madeline Hagar
Opinion Editor

In response to the recent terrorist attacks, 
world powers have congregated to discuss 
what measures to take against ISIS. On Thurs., 
Nov. 26, the presidents of France and Russia 
talked about strengthening their countries’ 
joint efforts, even electing to increase their 
exchange of intelligence. French President 
Francois Hollande stated, “We are all concerned 
by terrorism. Terrorism can strike anywhere, 
so we have to act.” Russian President Vladimir 
Putin went on to add that he is now willing to 
cooperate with the US-led coalition against the 
terrorist group, ISIS. 

The United States is hopeful that the 
nations can work together to fight ISIS, but 
remains skeptical, for Russia’s initial attacks 
have “been more focused on propping up 
President Assad” according to President Obama. 
France and the United States, unlike Russia, 
feel that Assad must be removed for there to 
be a possibility of restoring peace to the war-
torn country.

Moreover, on Thursday, British Prime Min-
ister David Cameron became the latest leader 
to call for intensified action against ISIS. 
Cameron gave a speech in front of the British 
Parliament, calling for military expansion in 
order to protect “our country and our way of 
life.” In one week, the Parliament will vote on 
whether or not the country should increase its 
military presence in the matter. The United 
Kingdom has called for some airstrikes against 
ISIS in Iraq, but has yet to strike the extremists 
in Syria.

In addition to meeting with Putin, Hol-
lande reached out to Italian Prime Minister 
Matteo Renzi. Hollande, in speaking with 
these world leaders, hopes to build a global 
coalition against the terror group. Since the 
Paris attacks on Nov. 13, France has declared 
war and vowed to destroy ISIS. For the time 
being, Russia continues to conduct separate 

airstrikes while France, Britain, and the United 
States are beginning to make greater efforts 
to share information and strategies in order to 
cease the threats of terror.

While the world leaders can agree that 
action must be taken, the future of Syrian 
President Assad continues to be a point of 
controversy. Russia feels that the decision 
regarding Assad’s future should rest in the 
hands of the Syrians, whereas the United 
States and France believe his removal is crucial 
in ending the war in Syria. So, while recent 
attacks have prompted the nations to work 
together to subdue a common enemy, unity is 
still far from reach. The French are determined 
and willing to take the necessary military 
action. The Russians are involved, but disagree 
with the other countries regarding Assad. And 
the Americans and British know action must 
be taken, but remain cautious and wary of 
military expansion.
(Sources: CNN, NY Times, BBC)

 

F-22 RAPTORS: allies prepare to attack ISIS with fighter jets.
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