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Missing plane’s part found

Osama bin Laden’s will declares fortune to Al Qaeda

North Korea provokes US to take preventative steps 

by Olivia Hill
Humor Editor

Two years after a Malaysian Airlines flight 
disappeared, debris that could possibly be a piece 
of the airplane was discovered off the coast of 
Mozambique. Flight MH370 traveling to Bejing van-
ished on Mar. 8, 2014, with 239 people onboard. 
It is now believed that the plane turned sharply 
as it approached Vietnamese airspace and lost all 
contact off the coast of Thailand.

On Dec. 30, 2015 a South African teen discov-
ered what could have been part of the wing of the 
missing airplane while vacationing in Mozambique. 
The one meter by half meter piece had washed 
ashore on the beaches of Xai Xai. The teen took 
the debris home with him, intrigued by the number 
“676EB” stamped on it, but the family did not 
think much of it, dismissing it as “rubbish” and 
almost throwing it out.

After hearing that another possible piece of the 
plane was discovered nearby, the teen’s mother was 
prompted to contact Australian aviation author-
ities. The debris has now been examined, and its 
stamp is consistent with that of a Boeing 777, 
the same type of airplane as flight MH370. The 

by Sophie Domengeaux
News Editor

In Southern Russia, a man faces potential jail 
time because of a comment he made in an inter-
net conversation. Viktor Krasnov, 38, who stated 
“there is no God,” is now charged with insulting 
the feelings of religious believers, and faces up to 
one year in prison. The law under which Krasnov is 
being prosecuted was put into effect in 2013 after 
a punk art group known as Pussy Riot stormed into 
Moscow’s main cathedral to stage a controversial 
music video, one that insulted and criticized Russian 
President Vladimir Putin.

Krasnov wrote the comment in 2014, stating,“If 

by Neil Lugovoy
National Editor

Recent aggressive moves by North Korea have prompted South 
Korea and the US to take preventive measures and have even led to 
Russia directly threatening the DPRK. Condemnation of North Korea’s 
actions by China and Russia, its two major allies, paint a worrying 
picture for the isolated nation.

On Jan. 6, North Korea conducted its fourth underground nuclear 
test of what it claimed to be a “miniaturised hydrogen bomb.” This 
is its first test in nearly three years and its first where it claimed to 
have used a hydrogen bomb. Such a weapon can be built to be much 
more powerful than a normal atomic bomb. 

On Feb. 7, North Korea successfully launched a satellite, Kwang-
myongsong-4, into orbit for the first time. UN sanctions disallow North 
Korea from conducting ballistic missile tests like this. The satellite 
launch demonstrates that North Korea may have the ability to deliver 
a nuclear weapon anywhere on the planet through the use of similar 
rocket technology.

North Korea has declared that the satellite is being used as a 
“weather satellite,” but reports by NORAD (North American Aerospace 
Defense Command) show that it is in fact tumbling out of control in 
space. It is not following the polar orbit that North Koreans claim it 
is, and some worry it may pose a threat to other working satellites 
in orbit.

On Mar. 9, North Korea announced that it had produced a “min-
iature nuclear warhead.” Such a warhead could fit inside a rocket. 
The North Korean state media has released photos of the device, but 
experts say such pictures cannot provide conclusive evidence that 
the North indeed has such a device. Kim Jong Un claims that “this 
can be called true nuclear deterrent,” and he has been threatening to 
make an “indiscriminate” nuclear attack on the US and South Korea.

Such aggression may be a response to recent hostile moves by the 
US and South Korea. The US and South Korea are conducting their 
annual military exercises, called Key Resolve and Foal Eagle, in early 
March. These exercises involve tanks, artillery, planes, helicopters, and 
more than 300,000 troops. The current exercises are on the largest 
scale seen to date.

On Feb. 8, the Pentagon announced that it would be building a 
missile defense system in South Korea to protect against North Korean 
attacks. They want to develop a THAAD (Terminal High Altitude Area 
Defense System) that will essentially launch smaller rockets at any 
incoming rockets to destroy them before they reach their targets. 
PEvery aggressive action by North Korea has prompted condemnation 
by the UN and more economic sanctions. In early March, the Russian 
Foreign Ministry declared that it thought it “impermissible to make 
public statements containing threats to deliver some ‘preventive nuclear 
strikes’” but warned that if North Korea continues its actions it could 
“create international legal grounds for using military force against” it.
(Sources: BBC News, The Guardian, The Economist, Gizmodo, CNN)

I say that the collection of Jewish fairy tales enti-
tled the Bible is complete b***s***, that is that. 
At least for me,” He added later, “there is no God!” 

A complaint was then filed against Krasnov by 
one of the young people involved in the online 
argument. The complaint accused him of “offend-
ing the sentiments of Orthodox believers.” Before 
his trial began, Krasnov even spent one month in 
a psychiatric ward where he was evaluated and 
ultimately deemed sane. His lawyer argues that 
he is “simply an atheist” and that during the same 
exchange, he insulted Halloween, a non-denom-
inational holiday, as well as Yiddish holidays.

The topic of limitations on free speech in 
Russia came to the world’s added attention after 
the Pussy Riot incident. Since then two rights 
groups have investigated and reported their 
findings on the state of freedom of expression 
in Russia. In 2013, Amnesty International and 
Human Rights Watch observed a serious crackdown 
on critics and activists since Putin returned to 
the presidency in May 2012. Since then, two new 
laws and at least 11 amendments have been made 
laws that allow for an “arbitrary interference” to 
freedoms of speech and expression. One of these 
new laws, the Human Rights Watch believed, was 
created specifically to discourage, “limit, or even 
end independent advocacy and other NGO work.” 
The law requires any group receiving foreign fund-
ing and engaging in political activity to register 
as a “foreign agent.” The investigators believe 
that laws like this one were put into effect to 
“intimidate civil society activists.” 

As Krasnov’s trial begins, the outcome will 
give the world an insight into whether Russia 
is continuing with the restrictions on speech or 
moving in a more liberal direction. 
(Sources: The Guardian, The Washington Post)

Malaysian Airlines plane is the only known Boeing 
777 to be missing.

This is the most recent of three suspected pieces 
of debris from the plane that have been discovered. 
The first piece was found in Jul. 2015 by people 
cleaning the beach when a nine foot by three foot 
slab of the wing washed ashore Réunion, a French 
island in the western part of Indian Ocean more 
than 3,000 miles away from the plane’s last docu-
mented location.

The second piece was found in Feb. 2016 by a 
Seattle lawyer, Blaine Gibson. It is thought to be 
debris from the tail of a Boeing 777. Gibson has 
been conducting a self-funded search to uncover the 
mystery of the missing flight, and his year-long hunt 
has taken him to the Maldives, Mauritius, Cambodia, 
Myanmar, and Réunion Island.

The South African teen hopes his find will help 
the grieving families as more information surround-
ing the disappearance is being discovered, and said 
he would be happy “just for them to know that 
we’re finding evidence, finding out how it happened, 
where it happened, just to give them some closure.”
(Sources: CNN, Newsday)

to accelerate. In it, he claims to have had over 29 million dollars. 
When the United States began to pressure the government of Sudan 
about terrorist movements, Bin Laden claims that he was forced to 
leave his fortune behind when they requested he leave the country; 
however, the current whereabouts of the fortune are unknown. 
The will expresses Bin Laden’s desire for his family to spend the 
money on “jihad, for the sake of Allah.”  Multiple pages document 
the plans of financial distribution to further the global war, which 
would spread the money across different terrorist military groups.

Later, years after the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, Bin Laden 
wrote that in the event of his death, portions of his fortune in his 
name should be continuously given to groups in support of Al Qaeda. 
He also urged his followers to use the money to bribe American news 
networks to promote his theory that the Sept. 11 attacks were a 
precursor to the global financial crisis that followed.

However, Bin Laden’s will was not just about business. He wrote 
a letter to his “Precious Father,” requesting that he take his wife 
and children under his wing should anything happen to him. As of 
now it is unknown whether or not Bin Laden was referring to his 
biological father or his step-father. He also wrote that a portion 
of his millions should be evenly distributed to his closest family 

members and relatives.
Beyond his immense fortune or future ambitions, the part 

that captured the media’s attention the most was Bin Laden’s 
request that his sons abstain from Al Qaeda activities. He 
expresses his apologies to his sons for not spending enough time 
with them. Bin Laden was known as a highly ambitious man, and 
he focused most of his time and energy on the progression of the 
“holy war,” neglecting his children more and more as they grew 
older. He said, “I have chosen a path fraught with dangers and 
endured hardships, disappointment and betrayal. If it wasn’t for 
betrayal, things would be different today.”
(Sources: CNN, The Guardian, NPR)

by Camille Fowler
Web Editor

In May of 2011, Osama bin Laden was killed when a team of 
U.S. Navy SEALS infiltrated his compound in Abbottabad Paki-

stan. In the compound, 
they uncovered many 
of Bin Laden’s personal 
items, including his 
most personal letters 
and his last will. The 
documents were kept 
under lock and key until 
Mar. 1, when the Office 
of National Intelligence 
released details of the 
letters and the will to 
the media.

Bin Laden began 
to write his will in 
the early 1990s as Al 
Qaeda activities began 
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REIGN OF TERROR: bin Laden was led attacks against US.

AL QAEDA FLAG: The flag is known as the Black Standard, or the Black Banner.

BEACHED: A piece of wing was discovered on Xai Xai. 

DISCOVERED: A piece of plane wing washed up  in July.REFORM: Putin amended laws to interfere with rights.
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Russia reacts to atheism
NEW TECHNOLOGY: North Korean military parades warheads through capital.

THAAD: The US has plans to build a defense system because of North Korea.
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