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• Technology is   
   not evil
• Expulsion hurts  
   students

In our largely lib-
eral-dominated high 

school, conservatives 
end up taking a lot 
of flak. Personally, as 
a liberal, I’ve spent a 
large portion of my high 
school career looking 

down on the ideology of who I presumed were 
non-sympathetic Republicans. And, while I still 
don’t necessarily agree with the ideas stem-
ming from a conservative doctrine, I think it is 
important to understand the difference between 
a lack of morality and logic versus the presence 
of a different morality and logic. Whether you 
are  looking for a more whole-
some understanding of 
Republicans in general 
or a more structured 
way to express your 
anti-Tea Party agenda,  
it is always a advanta-
geous to learn about a  
new perspective.

To start, I want 
to  explain one of 
the most commonly 
mulled over phenom-
enons of Republican 
ethics. A large por-
tion of the Republican 
platform attempts to counter “handouts” and 
government intervention, whereas liberals sup-
port a more “equalizing” and involved federal 
government. For many Democrats, this difference 
is a manifestation of the Republican inability or 
unwillingness to place oneself in another person’s 
shoes. Debatably, this goes against our deeply 
ingrained moral mottos, such as “treat others how 
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In a town like Los 
Gatos, bikers are practi-
cally everywhere. More 
often than not, these 
bikers are biking for 
recreational purposes. 
Bikers may be maintain-
ing a healthy lifestyle; 

however, they pose a tremendous danger to those 
with whom they share the roads, as well as to 
themselves. Bikers should not be on roads 
for purely recreational purposes. 

There is nothing wrong with biking 
on roads strictly for transporta-
tion; in fact, biking to school 
or work instead of driving does 
wonders for the environment. 
Roads were made for transporta-
tion, so biking to get somewhere 
makes sense. However, biking on 
roads purely for recreation, or unnecessarily in 
other words, creates a potential danger to everyone 
– including bikers – on the road.

Bikers are constantly putting drivers and pedes-
trians in danger on roads, especially because they so 
often neglect the rules of the road. The California 
DMV website explicitly states that since “bicycle 
riders on public roads have the same rights and 
responsibilities as motorists, [they] are subject to 
the same rules and regulations.” That means bikers 
are required to use hand signals when turning and 
they must stop at stop signs and red lights, just like 
cars. However, bikers rarely stop at stop signs, use 
turn signals, or bike inside designated bike lanes. 
There are certainly bikers who do follow the rules; 
however, even a handful of bikers breaking the 
rules pose far too much danger to others to justify 
bikers on the road.

When bike lanes are present, bikers should obvi-
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ously be and stay in the designated bike lane. If bike 
lanes are not present, bikers should be especially 
hesitant of biking on that road. A National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration survey found, however, 
that only 42 percent of bikers who have easy access 
to bike lanes use bike lanes every time or most times 
they ride. When bikers do not take advantage of the 
bike lanes that are there for the bikers’ safety, they 
not only put themselves in harm’s way, but they also 
put everyone else on the road in danger. 

That isn’t to say recreational biking should be 
outlawed entirely. Instead of 

biking on roads shared with 
cars, bikers can take advan-

tage of a safer, not to 
mention more scenic, 

alternative like the 
Los Gatos Creek 

Trail. The Creek 
Trail has nearly 

10 miles of path that 
is purposed for bikers. 

While some may argue bikers on the Creek Trail may 
pose a risk to pedestrians on the trail, the trail was 
made for pedestrians and bikers, unlike roads. Roads 
were made for cars, and often lack the necessities 
needed for safe bike travel. There’s no reason to 
bike on roads, especially those with heavy traffic 
or without bike lanes, when there’s a safer way of 
doing the same thing. 
(Sources: sccgov.org, dmv.ca.gov, National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration)

you want to be treated.” But, Republicans often 
preach the American Dream – that those who work 
hard will ultimately be rewarded. This, in itself, 
is not a morally objectionable concept, but it is 
often aggrandized by those who go on to claim 
that everyone in our society is born equal. Liber-
als denounce this idea, calling it selfish. However, 
according to writer Tom Watson of Forbes News, 
Republicans statistically donate a larger percent-
age of their incomes to charities.

This situation mirrors many other conflicts 
between Republicans and Democrats: situations in 
which both side’s ethical background is in support 
of giving and looking out for one’s community, but 
the parameters of their communities are different. 
Conservatives offer protection to their county, 
neighborhood, or family; liberals support a more 

global sense of community.
In reality, our root sense of 

evil and good are similar (as 
long as you look at Republi-
cans and Democrats within 
the same socioeconomic 
bracket). We both value 
looking out for our own, 
we both value freedom, and 
we both value our cultural 

conventions. So, no 
matter how diabolical 
Republicans may seem 
at times, their root 
ethics don’t actually 

vary much from those 
of Democrats. 

With the radical polarization of Republicans 
and Democrats in the 2016 election, it’s impor-
tant to reflect on the other side’s perspective.  
So, please, don’t become so bitter that you don’t 
even attempt to understand another story. Repub-
licans, understand Democrats, and Democrats, do 
the same for Republicans.
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The topic of minority representation in 
media is nothing new. While there contin-
ues to be a push for writers and producers 
to create more characters representing all 
genders, racial and ethnic minorities, and 
LGBTQ+ orienta-
tions, a separate 
conflict arises over 

what to do about adaptations of previously 
written works. In order to achieve equal 
representation of various minorities, should 
producers begin to bend race and gender to 
diversify a historically caucasian and male-
dominated media culture? Although many 
new adaptations address this issue, one stands 
out against the others as both an advocate and occasional opponent 
of race and gender bending. 

Marvel’s Netflix Original adaptations of the popular superhero team 
the Defenders has taken both sides in this issue. Netflix has made major 
strides in its development of numerous key figures throughout its two 
current series, Jessica Jones and Daredevil. In Jessica Jones, successful 
lawyer Jeri Hogarth is portrayed as a woman, while her original comic 

counterpart is a man named Jeryn Hogarth. In addition, her ex-wife 
and love interest did not change genders, changing Hogarth’s sexuality 
without even batting an eye. Carrie-Ann Moss’ portrayal of Hogarth is 
spot on and effective, proving that genderbending does not disrupt 
storylines or successful character development. 

Daredevil is not shy about tweaking the ethnicities of certain char-
acters either. Claire Temple serves as an iteration of the Night Nurse, 

a traditionally Caucasian character. 
In the television series, Temple is 
portrayed by Rosario Dawson, an 
actress of Hispanic descent. The 
producers also chose Cambodian 
actress Elodie Yung for the role of 
Elektra Natchios, the daughter of 
Greek diplomats. Jessica Jones and 
Daredevil succeed in representing 
multiple races and genders, a fea-

ture critical to the series and its mirror of Hell’s Kitchen’s diverse nature.
Although these are important steps to take, Netflix can still do 

more. The casting of Danny Rand in the upcoming show Iron Fist, the 
last of the four individual Defenders series, has sparked outrage in 
the comic book community, especially among Asian-American fans. 
Iron Fist follows the story of vigilante Danny Rand, who returns to 
New York City after spending years living and training in a mysti-

cal Chinese world. While Rand was initially written as a Caucasian 
character, many Marvel writers and fans have pushed for an Asian 
actor to be cast in the role. Keith Chow’s 2014 article “Marvel, Please 
Cast an Asian American Iron Fist,” posted on the blog Nerds of Color, 
received significant recognition and support. Chow argued that the 
deep orientalism and idealization of Asian culture that took place 
in the original comic series could be removed by making Rand of 
Asian descent, eliminating the “white savior” trope. However, Netflix 
announced in February that Game of Thrones actor Finn Jones, who is 
also Caucasian, would play Rand in the upcoming series. Reportedly, 
Netflix did look into casting an Asian-American actor in the role and 
talked with several potential Asian candidates, but decided to move 
in a different direction in the end.

Although it seems as if Netflix is receiving unfair scrutiny for its 
casting, it should be noted that Netflix is unique in supporting the 
gender and race bending movement, while still having areas in which 
it can improve. Other franchises have even taken steps in the wrong 
direction, casting white actors in traditionally PoC roles. The Star Trek 
reboot and the Hunger Games have both served as problematic white-
washing examples, proving Hollywood’s desperate need to address the 
issue of representing minorities in visual media adaptations. Popular 
franchises should follow Netflix’s lead in challenging the racial and 
gender norms, but even Netflix should continue to make greater strides 
in promoting diversity. 

Smartphones have become ubiqui-
tous, and according to a recent studies 
conducted at Britain’s Nottingham Trent 
University and Iowa State University, we 
spend approximately a third of our waking 
hours on our mobile devices. Likewise, 
the amount of time we spend online is 
also increasing; over the past decade, the 

amount of time we spend online has more than doubled. It is evident 
that technology is playing an increasingly larger role in our lives.

Despite this trend, it appears that we as humans hold fun-
damental biases and fears regarding technology. Marvel’s recent 
blockbuster The Avengers: Age of Ultron, for example, envisioned a 
fictional and dystopian world in which Ultron, a product of artificial 
intelligence and advanced technology, rebelled against humanity 
and attempted to wipe out mankind. This seems to be a popular 
theme; The Matrix trilogy portrays a world dominated and subdued 
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by intelligent, sentient machines, The Terminator franchise revolves 
around a defense supercomputer named Skynet that repeatedly 
attempts to exterminate humanity, and The Transformers series 
features a highly intelligent, robotic species that 
tries to take over Earth. Even Pixar’s Wall-E 
features a corrupted robot autopilot as 
its main antagonist.

It’s worth noting that a lot of 
technologies that we more or 
less take for granted today 
were at one point also viewed 
as potentially oppressive. In 
the 20th century, as a result 
of fears about government 
overreach and totalitarianism, many philosophers 
and political activists vehemently opposed the 
creation of any sort of centralized database of 
citizens. Today, Facebook effectively serves that function, yet it is 
undeniable that Facebook has also made it much easier for us to 

communicate and keep in touch with friends.
The point is that though we frequently fear new technology, our 

fears are overblown and melodramatic. There are a lot of potential 
advantages to robots and artificial intelligence. For example, 

Google estimates that there are at least 100,000 pre-
ventable deaths every year that occur merely 

because we do not have the resources to 
go through medical records and look for 

patterns; artificial intelligence and 
data mining software have been 

proposed as viable solutions for 
sifting through hospital data and 
could actually save lives.

In the face of new inventions 
and innovations, skepticism is to 

be expected. However, an irrational fear of the new can result 
in unnecessary psychological obstacles to accepting new and  

useful technologies that could make everyone better off in the end.
(Sources: Huffington Post, The New York Times)

Scan the QR code to 
see Hyunate Byun’s 

article that argues for 
the environmental 

and health benefits of 
riding bikes.
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