
There are conflicting reports over his exact 
position in the hierarchy of ISIS, but the 
Pentagon declared this “a blow to [ISIS]’s 
leadership that will further degrade its 
ability to operate.” He was killed in a 
coalition airstrike in addition to three 
other jihadists.

Despite these recent strikes, ISIS 
launched a new wave of suicide bombings 
in mid May. In at least 10 suicide car 
bombs, ISIS killed 20 and wounded more 
than 30 people. The Iraqi military com-
mander of Anbar operations, Gen. Ismail 
al-Mhallawi said that these attacks were 
concentrated in areas of Ramadi where 
pro-government forces were beginning to 
push to take more land. Five policeman 
were killed and fifteen wounded in Bagh-
dad by two suicide bombers and six other 
militants. The attack occurred at 2:30 am 
at the entrance to the police station.

Such attacks by ISIS call into ques-
tion the exact strength of the group and 
whether coordinated bombings like these 
represent strength or desperation. John 
Kerry promised that despite such attacks 
“We will not be intimidated, we will not 
be deterred.”
(Sources: New York Times, NBC News)
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On May 9, a Mexican federal court granted permission for the 
Mexican drug lord Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman to be extradited to a 
prison in the United States. Guzman has been the head of the notorious 
Sinaloa Cartel since 1995. The group is responsible for hundreds of 
cases of drug trafficking, kidnapping, money laundering, and murder 
in both Mexico and several US cities. 

Guzman first broke out of prison in 2001, and was caught by 
members of the Mexican Marines Corps in February 2014. However, he 
escaped a maximum security prison again through an underground 
tunnel in July 2015. He was recaptured in January and was placed under 
stricter security measures, such as constant observation and limited 
visitations, to avoid another possible escape. Since his recapture, steps 
have been by the Mexican legal system to extradite him to the US. 

Guzman’s lawyers have tried to delay his extradition by claiming 
that it would be a violation of his human rights. His legal team filed 
a total of nine appeals against his extradition, including amparo law-
suits, in which defendants in with the proper quantity of money can 
have their cases reviewed again in Mexican court. This often serves 
as a way for people to escape jail time for their crimes. His legal team 
does not want him to be extradited, because in the US there is a 

much larger chance that he will be convicted and serve a severe jail 
sentence for his crimes.

Despite the appeals from Guzman’s lawyers, an unnamed judge 
decided that he can be extradited to the US. Next, the Mexican foreign 

ministry will receive a case file for Guzman’s extradition, following 
which they will have 20 days to make a decision on the matter. How-
ever, the ultimate decision will be made by current Mexican President 
Enrique Peña Nieto. Therefore, it could take months for the extradition 
process to be complete.

Also, some confusion has been sparked because of the unan-
nounced transfer of El Chapo to a different prison. On May 7, he was 
moved from the Altiplano jail in Central Mexico in a secret operation in 
the early hours of the morning. He was taken to a jail in Ciudad Juarez, 
a northern Mexican city which borders Texas. Authorities have said 
that he was transferred because of a security upgrade at the Altiplano 
jail, and also as a part of a policy to rotate inmates between different 
jails for security purposes, possibly to avoid an escape. 

However, the new prison to which Guzman was sent is considered 
less secure, and Ciudad Juarez is also in an area of Mexico in which 
the Sinaloa Cartel has significant power. Michael Vigil, the former 
head of international operations for the DEA, said that Guzman “has 
the infrastructure [in Ciudad Juarez] and he has people who would 
assist him in terms of engineering him another escape.” He added, 
“If they keep him there for a prolonged period of time, the Mexican 
government certainly is risking that he escapes.”
(Sources: CNN, Reuters. The Christian Science Monitor)
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Canadian wildfire can’t be contained
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On May 9, Werner Faymann resigned from his post as Austrian chancel-
lor amid the growing migration crisis in Europe. Faymann lost the support 
of his party, the Social Demo-
crats, due to his back-and-forth 
statements concerning refugees, 
which inspired his resignation.

The shift in power between 
national parties comes as a result 
of the refugee crisis. Due to rising 
immigration rates, many citizens 
are adopting nativist and rightist 
policies. Furthermore, the Aus-
trian economy has stagnated in 
recent years, which, combined 
with rising unemployment and 
an influx of migrants, has led to 
a distinct rightward reaction. In 
the first round of the Austrian presidential elections, the anti-immigrant 
Freedom Party candidate Norbert Hofer won 36 percent of the votes, the 
most the party has ever accumulated. Meanwhile, the Social Democratic 

party, which has dominated Austrian politics along with the Austrian 
People’s Party since World War II, came in second to last.

The popularity of the Freedom Party’s “Austrians First” platform led 
Faymann to rescind his support for generous migration policies earlier 

this year. This change angered 
many leftist Social Democrats who 
had previously supported Fay-
mann. On May Day, a day which 
usually celebrates the strength 
of the Social Democrats, crowds 
in Vienna demanded Faymann’s 
resignation. His announcement 
on May 9 granted this request. 
Faymann remarked, “This country 
needs a chancellor whose party 
is completely behind him. This 
government needs a new start.”

Vice Chancellor Reinhold Mit-
terlehner became interim Chan-

cellor the evening after Faymann’s resignation. 
Although Mitterlehner stated that he believed new 
elections were unnecessary, because the next Par-

liamentary elections were slated for 2018, new elections are likely 
to take place within the next few months.

Social Democrat Christian Kern, the current head of Austria’s 
railway, is running for Chancellor and has won the support of the 

party, the mayor of Vienna, and the current 
Austrian president. The only other Social Dem-
ocrat withdrew from the race, making Kern the 
likely successor.  

Meanwhile, the next president of Austria is 
likely to be the Freedom Party’s Norbert Hofer. 
Although the position of president is primarily 
ceremonial in Austria, Hofer’s victory would 
begin a new era in Austrian government due 
to the fact that the Social Democrats and Peo-
ple’s Party have long dominated. Furthermore, 
the victories of similar right-wing parties in 
Poland and Hungary, along with the expansion 
of conservative parties in Germany, France, 
and England, foretell a new era in European 
politics as a whole.
(Sources: USA Today, New York Times, Chicago 
Tribune, Wall Street Journal)

Austrian chancellor resigns from position amidst migration debate
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CAUGHT: El Chapo was recaptured in January 2016 after escaping from prison.

no way is this fire under control.” Notley explained that 
the only people allowed in the area are firefighters and 
other officials who are working to the point of exhaus-
tion in order to keep the fire manageable. 

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau visited 
McMurray and the surrounding regions on Fri., May 

13, to assess the situa-
tion in-depth and address 
the residents. Trudeau 
praised the firefighters 
and assured Canadians 
that everyone is safe. 
“We know that help is 
needed right now and will 
be needed for months and 
years to come, and we’re 
looking for ways to help,” 
stated Trudeau. 

Canada’s state of 
emergency has warranted 

several offers of assistance 
from Australia, Israel, Mexico, the Palestinian Authority, 
Russia, Taiwan, and the United States. However, Trudeau 
turned down these offers, saying that Canada does not 
need international aid – it has a system in place to help 

its residents recover. The 
government of Alberta 
is providing over 1,000 
dollars for each adult 
and around 500 dollars 
per dependent person 
in order to help with 
the price of evacuation. 
Prior to May 9, over 
54 million dollars had 
been donated to the Red 
Cross, and since then, 
the government has also 
donated funds to the 
organization in order to 

help assist those in medical need. 
(Sources: CTV News, Globe and Mail, CNN)
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On May 1, an uncontrollable and relentless wildfire 
began to sweep through Fort McMurray, Canada. The 
cause of the fire is unknown, but authorities postulate 
that it was likely from a careless cigarette disposal 
or an out-of-control camp-
fire. Some have attributed 
the blaze’s quick spread to 
the rise of global warming. 
Thousands of structures 
have been destroyed by the 
flames, and over 90,000 
residents in the area have 
been forced to evacuate 
their homes, fleeing to the 
nearby community of Fort 
McKay, which is now also 
in danger.

As of May 10, the fire 
had consumed over 300,000 
hectares of land, and it continues to move past McMurray. 
Large expanses of territory are deprived of power, water, 
and gas, leading officials to encourage residents from 
these regions to seek refuge elsewhere, even farther 
than McKay. Addition-
ally, the Bank of Mon-
treal estimates that its 
insurance losses exceed 9 
billion dollars. Although 
the material damage is 
extensive and increasing, 
there have fortunately 
been no fatalities as a 
direct result of the wild-
fire. 

The area’s weather is 
extremely detrimental 
to efforts to control the 
flames. Officials state 
that the dryness and the wind only expedite the fire’s 
progress; in fact, Alberta Premier Rachel Notley said, “In 

HAVOC: The Canadian wildfire is zero percent contained.

REASSURED: Justin Trudeau spoke of advocating for future help.

POWER: The refugee crisis is the cause for rightist reaction.

RESIGNED: Faymann resigned May 9.
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Two major leaders of ISIS have been 
killed by American and coalition forces. 
Abd al-Rahman Mustafa al-Qaduli, a top 
financier of the group, and Shaker Wahib, 
also called Abu Wahib or the Desert Lion, 
have been killed in separate strikes on ISIS.

Abd al-Rahman Mustafa al-Qaduli was 
being followed by American forces in heli-
copters before being killed. The Pentagon 
originally had plans to capture al-Qaduli 
by dropping special forces into the area 
and transporting him away via helicopter, 
but at the last minute decided to use 
deadly force.

Defense secretary Ashton B. Carter 
announced the death of al-Qaduli and 
noted that he was a top financier of the 
group. His death could represent a key 
victory in the fight against ISIS as its 
opposition tries to cut off its many sources 
of money.

The Secretary of State John Kerry was 
keen to point out that recent attacks by 
ISIS outside of the Middle East represent 
weakness rather than strength on the part 
of the terrorist group. “The very reason 
that [ISIS] is resorting to actions outside 
of the Middle East is that its fantasy of a 
caliphate is collapsing before their eyes,” 
he said.

Carter described that the American 
military has a strategy of “systematically 
eliminating [ISIS]’s cabinet.” He con-
ceded that “leaders can be replaced” but 
also noted that “They are senior, they’re 
experienced, and so eliminating them is 
an important objective and it achieves an 
important result.”

Shaker Wahib acted as a social media 
figure for ISIS after a video in 2013 depict-
ing him murdering three Syrian truck 
drivers he declared “bad Muslims” surfaced. 

ISIS leaders killed in strikes

NEW LAND: Attacks on Ramadi focus on land gain.


