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Divers find millions in gold coins off of Florida coast

Shooting in Roanoke reopens debate over gun control
by Hyuntae Byun
Editor-in-Chief

Citizens, advocacy groups, and politicians have renewed calls for 
more stringent gun control measures following a recent shooting in 
Virginia, putting gun rights advocates on the defensive.

On Wed., Aug. 26, an on-air interview conducted by Roanoke, Vir-
ginia’s local WDBJ7-TV station was abruptly interrupted by a shooting, 
which ultimately left three people dead and one person wounded. The 
shooter, Veter Lee Flanagan II, shot and killed both interviewer Alison 
Parker and cameraman Adam Ward, severely wounded interviewee 
Vicki Gardner, and committed suicide after being caught by police 
several hours later.

Following the shooting and subsequent media coverage, families 
of the victims voiced their anger through social media. Andy Parker, 
the father of Alison Parker, posted a video to social media expressing 
his desire for change. Parker stated that “I have been robbed of a 
treasure that I will never see again, so the only thing I can do is make 
something happen where someone else’s treasure isn’t taken- and I’ll 
be damned if I’m going to stop.” 

Parker also expressed anger at politicians and the lack of progress 
in anti-gun legislation, stating that “there has to be a way to force 
politicians who are cowards in the pockets of the N.R.A. to make 
sensible laws to make sure crazy people can’t get guns… How many 
Alisons will it take?”

In response to the shooting, Roanoke Governor Terry McAuliffe 
likewise expressed regret over the roundabout nature of politics relating 
to gun control, saying that “I hope this time will be different for us. 
It’s like the hamster on the hamster wheel — you just go round and 
round, something happens, everybody comes out and says, ‘we need 
more gun restrictions,’ and then it fades into the background.”

This past year, McAuliffe attempted to pass legislation to enforce 

by Sophie Domengeaux
News Editor

In late July, diver William Bartlett was exploring the Florida 
coast with a metal detector. He was investigating a 300-year old 
shipwreck at a depth of 15 feet when he found a gold Spanish coin. 
Over the next two days, Bartlett and his treasure-hunting partner 
Dan Beckingham uncovered 350 coins, believed to be worth at least 
4.5 million dollars. Nine of these coins are Royals, which are coins 
specifically made for the king of Spain as presentation pieces and are 
worth 300,000 dollars each.

 Their discovery is the most valuable find from the location within 
the past few decades. “For a treasure diver such as myself, a find like 
this is the equivalent of winning an Olympic gold medal,” Bartlett said. 
The explorers expect more to be found with 180 million dollars already 
found in the area, which stretches from Melbourne to Fort Pierce in 
a region known as Florida’s Treasure Coast. Bartlett’s find came just 

a month after one of his subcontractors, Eric Schmitt, uncovered 52 
coins worth almost 1 million dollars. The gold was found just 150 feet 
offshore in the Fort Pierce region.

The shipwreck is believed to have been a part of the 1715 Fleet, 
a legendary group of Spanish ships that was making its way to Spain 

PIECES OF HISTORY: Hundreds of gold coins from a 1715 wreck were found near Florida.

“common-sense gun restrictions,” but those measures failed to pass 
the state legislature. At the same time, McAuliffe vetoed two pro-gun 
measures; one that would have made it easier for Virginians to purchase 
automatic weapons and one that would have allowed residents to carry 
loaded shotguns and rifles in vehicles.

On a national level, President Obama has expressed regret over the 
failure of Congress to pass meaningful gun laws, remarking that “I think 

it’s one more argument for why we need to look at how we can reduce 
gun violence in this country.” In 2013 the Senate defeated measures 
to expand gun restrictions following the Sandy Hook massacre, which 
left 20 schoolchildren dead.

Calls for gun control are a response to shootings, like the Roanoke 

by Jack Zukin
World Editor

In the near future, women will have access to what 
is being called “female viagra.” The drug, more formally 
known as Flibanserin, will treat women with HSDD (hypo-
active sexual desire disorder) and 
increase their desire for sex.

Earlier this summer, the 
drug passed a preliminary 
vote by an FDA advisory 
committee to be recom-
mended for approval by 
the FDA, and the drug 
was officially approved by 
the FDA on Aug. 18.  Soon, 
doctors will be able to prescribe their female patients 
a solution to the problem that men have been able to 

remedy since Viagra’s approval in 1998. 
However, Flibanserin does have its downsides. Negative 

side effects include fainting, nausea, dizziness, sleepiness, 
and even an increased risk of breast cancer after prolonged 
use. This has led some to criticize the drug, arguing that 
its risks outweigh the benefits and that women deserve 
a better option. Some panelists at the FDA advisory com-
mittee hearing spoke out against the drug, attributing 
Flibanserin’s success to Sprout Pharmaceutical’s effective 
marketing tactics. 

Flibanserin approved by FDA
by Sarah Sullivan
Culture Editor

Sometimes, the world’s best inventions were never intended to be created. The discovery 
of penicillin and microwaves, as well as the creation of velcro and Viagra were all accidental. 
Now, two scientists may have unintentionally discovered the next big invention: batteries 
that will last up to four times as long as current ones.

Ju Li of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Changan Wang of Tsinghua 
University in Beijing, China, are two materials scientists working with nanoparticles made 
of aluminum. They have been researching ways to get rid of the nanoparticles’ oxide coats. 
Aluminum metal is a good conductor of electricity, but is hindered by the oxide coat that 
appears when aluminum is exposed to air. Although this coating is not as problematic when 
working with large amounts of aluminum, it makes working with tiny aluminum nanoparticles 
difficult. Li and Chang conducted experiments in which they tried soaking the aluminum 
nanoparticles in a mixture of sulphuric acid and titanium oxysulfate. This would eventually 
cause the aluminum oxide to be replaced with titanium oxide. 

However, one of their experiments went wrong. They forgot about one of the particles, 
and the particle was left in the solution for a several hours longer than intended. When the 
particle was observed, they found that the acid had seeped through to the inner aluminum 
and caused the aluminum to dissolve, leaving only the hard shell of titanium oxide.

This discovery has the potential to change the modern battery completely. Modern bat-
teries are powered by a constant expansion and contraction of graphite anodes. However, the 
process eventually wears off the coat of lithium compounds that surround the electrodes. 
When all the lithium wears off, the battery dies. By using this newly discovered titanium 
oxide shell, the expansion and contraction will remain inside the shell while the lithium 
builds up on the outside of the shell. Thus, the lithium will remain undisturbed, resulting 
in a  battery that can last up to four times longer than the current battery. The new process 
may also allow a battery to be fully charged in under six minutes.

While this technology is still being analyzed, it has the potential to revolutionize the 
science behind batteries. 
(Sources: The Economist, Ubergizmo)

Superior battery made 

from Cuba. However, the captain and crew aboard the ships never made 
it to their destination. The fleet crashed into the Florida coastline after 
being caught in a disastrous hurricane. The wind and waves smashed 
the ships onto reefs, causing over 1,000 people to lose their lives. 

Brent Brisben owns Queen Jewels, a company dedicated to sal-
vaging historic shipwrecks, and has exclusive rights to the 1715 site. 
“People love treasure stories. It resonates with everybody -- every 
demographic, young and old, rich and poor,” he stated. “People freak 
out that we’re [finding treasure] literally 10-15 feet off the beach in 2-3 
feet of water.” Brisben will be dividing the treasure among his crew, 
although the state of Florida will receive 20 percent of the treasure 
to display in a Tallahassee museum. The team attributes some of its 
successful discovery to ‘magic’. Remarkably, it found the treasure 
trove on the exact day of the wreck’s 300 year anniversary, July 30. 
(Sources: Fox, USAToday)

courtesy wikimedia commons

courtesy wikimedia commons

GUN CULTURE: There are over 300 million firearms in the US, nearly one for every person.
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DRUGS AND MONEY: Sprout was recently acquired for a billion dollars.
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TECH BREAKTHROUGH: Reseachers at MIT and Tsinghua University accidentally created a more efficient lithium battery.

• Two killed
   by shooter
• gold found
   in Florida
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Follow link for economic info 
about Valeant Pharamaceuticals.

Sprout has a lot to gain from those tactics, made 
obvious by its 1 billion dollar sale to Valeant Pharma-
ceuticals two days after Flibanserin was approved by the 
FDA. Valeant arguably has even more to gain if its sales 

of Flibanserin reflect the sales 
of Viagra, which has netted 
Pfizer an average of about 2 
billion dollars in annual reve-
nue since its release.

Although most projec-
tions estimate that Flibanse-

rin’s annual sales will likely only 
reach the hundreds of millions, 

with some evaluations predicting sales of 1 billion dollars, 
the acquisition by Valeant looks as if it is in the best 
financial interest in the company. According to ETF Daily 
News, as a rule of thumb biotech companies ideally sell 
at five times their annual revenue. As such, if Valeant 
meets its projections, its purchase would be deemed a 
success. Additionally, Flibanserin could reap even more 
profits for Valeant if it is approved for use by postmeno-
pausal women, as it has currently only been approved for 
premenopausal women. Sprout is currently researching 
its feasibility for postmenopausal women, and hopes to 
receive FDA approval as soon as possible.

The major issue 
that Valeant faces 
with its new drug is 
Flibanserin’s effec-
tiveness, which is 
minimal. Only one in 
ten women reported 
the drug to be help-
ful during clinical 
trials, so while the 
drug may see ini-
tial success, its long 
term sustainability 

shooting, and the fact that the United States leads the developed 
world in gun deaths. For example, the most recent report on homicides 
released by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime found that 
the rate of gun death in the United States averages 29.7 per 100,000 
people. In contrast, Canada averages 5.1, Germany averages 1.7, and 
England and Wales average 0.7.

President Obama commented on the high rate of gun deaths 
following the Roanoke tragedy, saying that “What we know is that 
the number of people who die from gun-related incidents around this 
country dwarfs any deaths that happen through terrorism... We’re 
willing to spend trillions of dollars to prevent terrorist activities, but 
we haven’t been willing, so far at least, to impose some common sense 
gun safety measures that could save some lives.”

Gun control will likely be a large issue in the 2016 presidential 
election. Hillary Clinton, the frontrunner in the Democratic party, has 
expressed support for “common-sense reforms to keep weapons out of 
the hands of criminals, the violently unstable, domestic abusers, and 
even terrorists who find it pretty easy in our country to get ahold of 
weapons if they so choose.” Meanwhile, Donald Trump, the Republican 
frontrunner, commented upon the Roanoke issue and said that “This 
isn’t a gun problem; this is a mental problem.” On the larger issue of 
gun violence outside the scope of just the Roanoke incident, Trump 
has flatly said that “I am against gun control.”

To many Virginians, the Roanoke shooting is a sad reminder that 
Virginia, and the national as a whole, has stalled on gun control. At 
a memorial service for Parker and Ward, Virginia’s attorney general 
Mark Herring stated that “It’s been eight years since the Virginia Tech 
tragedy. And here we are again, and this has to stop.”
(Sources: NY Times, CNN, Chicago Tribune, Reuters, LA Times, Forbes, 
UN Office on Drugs and Crime, CBS, Huffington Post)


