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LGHS students visit Cuba
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by Camille Fowler
Web Editor 

Over Spring Break, LGHS teachers David Homa and 
Lindsay Schubert travelled with a group of students to 
Cuba. This trip was not simply for a cultural experience 
or relaxing getaway; it was an iconic moment for LGHS. 

Ever since the Cold War between the United States 
and the Soviet Union back in the 1960s, Cuba has 
not allowed American tourism due to the embargo 
set in place on the Cuban economy by the United 
States government. This embargo stemmed from Cuba’s 
alliance with the communist regime of the Soviet 
Union when aerial photographs captured missile sites  
being constructed in Cuba, right at the United  
States’ doorstep. However, the doors to Cuba have 
been opened since Obama visited with Raúl Castro 
as a showmanship of mending relations between the  
countries. That being said, Cuba is not a honeymoon 
location; American tourists are only allowed in for  
educational or research purposes.

 

by Lauren Sanders
Opinion Editor

In April 2016, the San Francisco Board 
of Supervisors made history by unanimously 
voting to require city employers to allow six 
weeks of fully-paid leave for both parents of a 
new baby. Now, both parents will receive 100 
percent of their normal salary during the allot-
ted time as opposed to the mere 55 percent of 
pay that new parents were previously granted. 
Additionally, traditional maternity leave now 
includes both partners in a relationship, as 
opposed to only the mother of the child. 

Ed Lee, the mayor of San Francisco, proudly 
endorses the new law. Lee believes that this 
decision will provide families and children 
with the support and care that they deserve. 
It also attracts more employees to the area, 
as well as drawing big companies’ attention, 
generating more revenue and economic stabil-
ity for the city.

Recently, San Francisco has been pushing 
the boundaries in terms of progressively better 
treatment of employees. In 2014, the city 
approved a proposal to change its minimum 
wage to 15 dollars per hour over the course 
of the next few years — an impressive feat, 
especially in such an expensive area to live.

SF passes paid leave laws

Parents induce stress in teens

by Olivia Hill
Humor Editor

Federal agents seized one ton of cocaine and 
seven tons of marijuana from a front business in 
San Diego, CA on Apr. 19. The drugs were smuggled 
through a nearly half-mile long tunnel that spanned 
from Tijuana, Mexico to the southern California 
city. Six people have been arrested in relation to 
the tunnel.    

Laura Duffy, United States Attorney for South-
ern District of California stated, “this is the largest 
cocaine seizure ever associated with a tunnel,” 
and this is the thirteenth underground crawlway 
discovered along the California-Mexico border since 
2006. However, the tunnel has been described as 
“ingenious,” surpassing all previous drug-trafficking 
tunnels, and Duffy believes “this to be the longest 

Federal agents find a half-mile drug tunnel from Mexico
tunnel that [authorities] have discovered in this 
district to date.”   

The passageway was constructed 46 feet under-
ground, running from the bottom of an elevator 
shaft built into a house in Tijuana to a concealed 
hole in California. The hole is hemmed in by a fenced 
lot disguised as a pallet business and covered by a 
large garbage dumpster. The route is equipped with 
a rail system, ventilation, lights, and a large elevator 
capable of carrying up to ten people. According to 
Duffy, the criminals “put the drugs in the dumpster 
and then hauled the dumpster to another location 
to unload it.”    

The northern end of the tunnel, like many others 
before it, surfaces in a small, manufacturing-based 
area between the Otay Mesa Port of Entry and the 
California Highway Patrol’s border facility. The 

expanse is generally crossed by trucks transporting 
large amounts of cargo. Because of the clay soil in 
the area, “It’s really the ideal place for a tunnel,” 
states Pat Abbott, a geology professor at San Diego 
State University. “It’s quite easy to dig through. You 
could do it with a pickaxe.”

Federal agents began monitoring the company 
in October after an “astute border patrol agent” 
identified the business as suspicious. San Diego 
County Sheriff deputies stopped a truck coming 
from the lot and seized 2,242 lbs of cocaine and 
11,030 lbs of marijuana; they later recovered 
another 3,000-plus lbs of marijuana after searching 
the business and tunnel. Suspects have all been 
jailed on various charges for drug trafficking and 
the construction of the underground passageway. 
(Sources: LA Times, CBS News, ABC News)

by Abbi Berry
Web Editor

Silicon Valley schools have always been known for 
their academic excellence, but a recent exposure of 
Asian parent expectations in the Bay Area questions the 
cost of this excellence. A spike in suicides, specifically 
Asian students, has caused many schools, including 
Palo Alto, Monta Vista, and Saratoga High School, to 
call for reforms. 

Asian-Americans currently constitute 22 percent 
of the student population in Santa Clara County. 
These students face their parents’ expectations of 
high GPAs and almost perfect test scores. However, 
a rise in mental illness and a change in college  
acceptance decisions are leading communities to  
call for change. 

Palo Alto has faced nine student suicides in the last 
year, four of which were commited by Asian students. 
The community has begun hosting several meetings to 
discuss mental illness and the correlation with parental 
and cultural expectations. Ann Xu, leader of the Chinese-
Language Parent Network at Gunn High School describes 
the situation as, “a really complicated issue.” The com-
munity has also hosted skits for students and parents 
that address stressful daily realities for many of these 
teens. The idea is to imbue a culture where collegiate and 
academic prestige comes second to a student’s well being. 

Monta Vista High School is now offering classes 
taught in Mandarin to help parents focus on a larger vari-
ety of their child’s qualitities, rather than simply tests 
scores and grades. The class explains the stresses and 
opportunities of high school in a language the parents 
can truly understand.  The communities hope to better 
understand the parents’ motivations and ideals in order 
to address the high stress level put on the students. 

Saratoga High School recently attempted to push 

LET’S PLAY BALL: Students visited the baseball fields in Cuba.

IN THE VALLEY: Parental expectations cause stress among Asian teens.

SMUGGLERS: Drugs crossed American border through the tunnel.

Homa, Schubert, the students, and a few chaperones 
first flew to Miami before catching a flight to Havana 
that evening. As they flew into Havana, Schubert was 
“mostly surprised by how modern it was. As Americans, 
many have the perception that they are cut off because 
it’s a communist regime, but the technology was really 

quite advanced.” Most of the cars in Havana are 
from the fifties and the engines have been rebuilt 
because the embargo makes importing cars from 
Europe extremely expensive and difficult. 

When they arrived at the hotel, they noticed that 
everything in the hotel was pieced together from old 
fifties, furniture and accessories, even though the 
hotel was only ten years old. The group visited old 
revolutionary monuments, locations, and government 
buildings, as well as the University of Havana where 
they were able to talk to computer science students 
about their studies.

In the north, locals were very welcoming toward 
Americans. However, when they visited the south, 
they received a more hostile, anti-American vibe. 
This is due to the revolutionary spirit in the south 
that Fidel Castro implemented to fight American 
control. The group visited the Bay of Pigs, where 
the US invaded the beaches of the south but were 
driven out by the locals in the area, which was one 
of the most vital incidents in the creation of the 
bad blood between Cuba and America. The group 
saw anti-American billboards, propaganda posters, 
and many more advertisements in the south that 
praised the revolution. 

In addition to famous revolutionary locations, the 
group got to see the church where Obama met with 
Raúl Castro. According to their tour guides, Obama’s 
visit “was not a big deal because real change will not 
come until the end of the embargo,” says Schubert. 

However, the cultural experience was extremely 
fascinating to all who went on the trip, and the 
students and adults learned about Cuba in a much 
more intimate fashion as they were able to look into 
the lives of the people. Schubert recalls, “I had a lot 
of presumptions about the culture due to growing 
up in an anti-communist setting, so realizing that 
our countries are so similar was the most interesting 
thing for me. The people there are so much like us: 
just normal, hearty people. And that really helped 
change my perception.”

However, as special as these reforms are, 
San Francisco and the United States as a 
whole are far behind the tolerance and length 
of maternal leave in other countries such as 
Estonia, which offers 166 weeks of paid leave 
for mothers, and Finland, which offers 161. 
The United States federal government has 
passed no laws regarding paid family leave; in 
fact, the United States is the only developed 
country that does not require paid leave for 
new parents on a federal level. Thus, making 
these important changes is all up to local 
governments and mayors. San Francisco and 
New York are the main promoters of paid 
family leave, with New York offering 12 weeks 
for both parents.

by Sean Clark
Editor-in-Chief

The City of San Jose recently made an 
agreement with the California High-Speed 
Rail Authority to use 600,000 dollars to 
encourage transit-friendly development. The 
city’s historic Diridon Station will eventually 
accommodate high-speed rail and a BART 
extension. The sum of money is pooled from 
American Recovery and Reinvestment and 
state funds. Board Chair Dan Richard said, 
“This agreement will provide vital connec-
tions and development opportunities that 
will ensure that the high-speed rail station 
in San José becomes one of the major trans-
portation hubs in the Bay Area.”

HSR expands across CA

NEW BEGINNINGS: HSR construction began in Fresno.

HAPPY ENDINGS: SF bored voted yes for paid parent laws.

TEAMWORK: Both parents now get paid maternity leave.

While these laws pale in comparison to 
those of other countries, San Francisco’s 
2016 mandate is especially important. Most 
countries that offer paid parental leave only 
require paid maternal leave, robbing the part-
ner of his or her salary if he or she chooses to 
take time off of work to support their family. 
San Francisco, however, declares both parents 
shall be offered paid leave, setting it apart 
from differing international legislation.

This important law will be implemented 
in large businesses on Jan. 1, 2017 and 
for small businesses the subsequent year. 
(Sources: New York Times, NLR, Xinhua)

UP AND COMING: Most travel will go through San Jose.
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back the starting time for class to 8:40 am. Because 
Saratoga is in the same district as Los Gatos, the two 
have worked to establish the same schedule for the next 
school year. However, parents felt there was a lack of 
representation on the Saratoga committee, although there 
had been a call to both schools’ parents. Because this 
plan would cut five minutes off the current time allot-
ted for class period, many parents and students from the  
Saratoga area saw it as an intrusion on academic opportuni-
ties. The Asian community especially feared this infringe-
ment would lower test scores, and asked that Los Gatos 
match the expectations of Saratoga rather than the other  
way around.

Although the Asian-American communities in 
the Bay Area are beginning to recognize the issues 
with their understanding of the educational system, 
there is still work need to be done regarding changes 
in expectations. With the new college application 
admissions viewpoints, a change in parental expecta-
tions will hopefully benefit students in the long run.  
(Sources: Lenovo, The Mercury News)

Rail construction connecting Northern 
California to the San Fernando Valley has 
begun in Fresno, despite missing funds to 
cover most of the 68 billion dollar project. 
The rail will no longer avoid mountains 

between Palmdale and Santa Clarita; cur-
rently, there are plans to drill tunnels from 
Acton to the San Fernando Valley. The rail 
will impact three neighborhoods in the San 
Fernando Valley and come as close as 300 
feet from houses in the rail’s northern sec-
tion near Acton, SR14. Other dropped rail 
plans include a track near Dodger Stadium  
and Chinatown.

The Burbank section will feature a 
flyover to lay high-speed rail tracks over 
pre-existing Amtrak, Metrolink, and freight 
tracks. Project planners propose plans to 
incorporate aforementioned tracks in other 
sections, such as the rail from Union City to 
Anaheim. The near future of the high speed 
rail includes the construction of stations 
in Fullerton and Norwalk with the purpose 
of connecting Los Angeles to Anaheim. 
(Sources: Los Angeles Daily News, California 
High Speed Rail Authority)


