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by Kate Hinsche
People Editor

It was a magical night at Hayes Mansion on Sat., May 14. LGHS 
hosted its Senior Ball at the elegant dance hall and moonlit patio. 
Leadership decorated the locale to fit the prom’s Harry Potter theme 
exactly. An image of Hogwarts’ Great Hall was projected around the 
dance floor, and remnants of Snape’s potions class littered tables. The 
photo booth and fortune teller sat across the hallway from one another, 
drawing long lines of students making keepsakes and memories.

Students arrived on the scene at seven o’clock, dressed to the nines. 
The check-in line was almost like a makeshift catwalk, showing off the 
tuxedo and dress fashions donned by over 480 attendees. After signing 
in, guests wandered through the patio and helped themselves to taco 
and pasta bars. Although the food was tasty, some students felt the 
selection was limited, including a few who were specifically upset that 
the pasta bar lacked spaghetti. 

The night was never about the food though. From the second the 
doors opened the dance floor never emptied. Students danced and 
intermingled with teachers, at times forming circles around the dance 
chaperones. Assistant principal Mr. Rogers himself welcomed the oppor-
tunity to get funky on the floor, reaffirming his position on campus 
as top dog vice principal and cool cat. DJ Mike from Sound in Motion 
kept the beats crunchy, though at times he kept songs playing for a 
little long. The entire senior class took on the new internet trend Run-
ning Man Challenge, some participants more successfully than others. 

Senior Hayden Manseau requested Sir Mixalot’s Baby Got Back 
and proceeded to perform the entire rap as fellow seniors AJ Trapani 
and Zach Smits broke it down in the middle of dance floor. When 
approached by El Gato, Manseau offered this statement: “I requested 
Baby Got Back knowing it would be my defining moment in high school. 
I have known all of the words since I was eight, and I’m fine saying 

Entrepreneur project raises the bar
by Lauren Sanders
Opinion Editor

As the school year comes to a close, the infamous sophomore 
Entrepreneur Project is also wrapping up. The purpose of the project is 
to raise money for charity by having student groups creating, market-
ing, and selling products. This year the ideas ranged from açai bowls 
to candles to cookbooks, and each group had to present to investors 
in order to garner start-up funding. Teams worked around the clock, 
employing every opportunity to sell their products until they ran out 
of merchandise or were cut off by the deadline, and they concluded 
the project by donating all proceeds to charities of their choice. The 
groups of four to six students from Mr. Bollhorst’s Honors English 
classes finished up with fundraised amounts ranging from 300 to a 
record-breaking 4,000 dollars. 

One team in particular that had lots of success was a group of 
six students who sold a cookbook titled “Hometown Harvest.” Chloe 
Mendoza, Lily Toda, Sohum Hulyalkar, Shomil Jain, Katie Nedom, 
and Nathan Mailhot made cookbooks with recipes from local restau-
rants in Los Gatos and Campbell. They ended up breaking the record 
for the most money made by a single group with their end result of 
over 4,000 dollars, which they donated to Second Harvest Food Bank. 
“Definitely a major part of our success was that our group worked really 
well together,” explains Mendoza, “and each of us was super dedicated 
to the project and willing to put in lots of hours to make it work.” 

Another squad, Chocolate for Champions, sold chocolate-covered 
pretzels and chocolate-covered nut bites in various locations around 
Los Gatos. The crew members, Darcey Simpson-Bint, Lucia DeMeo, 
Julia Leonardis, Tyler Jarrett, and Simone Peironnet, worked hard 

to promote their products, selling at LGHS, the Summit Store, coffee 
shops, easter egg hunts, and several other locations. This team made 
930 dollars which they donated to the National Breast Cancer Founda-
tion. “The project was really fun and it was awesome [that all of the 
projects raised] a total of over 20,000 dollars for charity as a whole,” 
says Simpson-Bint.

The project was wildly successful in that it taught students to be 
innovators, salespeople, and philanthropists. Every team came away 
from the Entrepreneurship Project with a new sense of independence 
and accomplishment. We can’t wait to see what next year’s groups 
come up with!

ROTM:
Gluten-free pie
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HARD SELL: The Bumble Candle Co. group sells candles outside of Whole Foods.
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PICTURE PERFECT: Seniors Ari Sweedler and Anne Zepecki head off to prom. 

SAY CHEESE: Seniors Steven Ho and Serafina Chavez pose with guest Trevor Carpenter.
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Have a good 
summer!

that I peaked at prom because of my Baby Got Back performance.” 
The Electric Slide and Apple Bottom Jeans were among some of the 
classics played, but DJ Mike didn’t fail to mix in some contemporary 
tunes as well. Beyoncé and Desiigner were both popular modern artists 
attendees danced and sang along with. 

The heat of nearly 500 people dancing and sweating was enough 
to send people outside for fresh air and water breaks. These moments 
gave them the opportunity to enjoy the bar’s signature lemonade and 
a variety of decadent chocolate desserts provided on tables flanking 
the dance floor. 

The overall tone of the night was pure exuberance, seniors cel-
ebrating their final few weeks together and truly living for the night. 
Students began to trickle out of the event around 10:30 pm, heading 
off to their respective post-prom celebrations. One unlucky student 
ended his night in the emergency room after an unfortunate crowd 
surfing incident; I guess we can’t all be winners.

ALL SMILES: Seniors Angie Kang and Shannon Wu smile before heading to the dance.


