
leader was assigned a partner or group for orientation day. Link leaders 
wanted to convey a sense of enthusiasm and pride to their freshmen. 

In order to do this, each team came up with a theme and bought 
costume pieces for each member. The second day of training began with 
organizing the costumes, posters, and props for each group’s theme. 
The leaders spent time warming up and doing some quick games to 
familiarize everyone with one another. Then, Mrs. DeSoto and Mrs. 
Bulaich taught the leaders to conduct an interesting and engaging tour 
of the school. Additionally, they taught Link leaders how to answer 
any questions the freshmen might have properly. Link Crew groups 
received their lists of incoming students, made name tags, and called 
each freshman to inform them about orientation the following day.

Starting at 8 a.m. new students flooded into the large gym and were 
eagerly welcomed by a dancing, singing, and loud cheering group of Link 
leaders. The leaders had arrived an hour prior to orientation and were 
pumped to meet their teams. As a large group, everyone participated 
in some quick and fun activities before splitting off into teams for the 
majority of the afternoon. Once split up, everybody in the team got 
to know each other by going to a classroom and going through the 
group tasks the Link leaders had learned in training. Each consecutive 
task became more challenging, but as time passed the students became 
more comfortable around one another and even more excited to join 
the student body and spirit of LGHS. 

Afterwards, some teams went for a campus tour while others headed 
back to the large gym to watch spirit week videos as well as to learn 
and compete against other teams in the famous LGHS spirit rally eight 
clap. On the tour, students familiarized themselves with the campus 

by Elizabeth Monsef
Sports Editor

Five hundred and thirty-four freshmen recently started high school 
at LGHS, and they were given a warm welcome by Link Crew leaders. 
Link Crew helps make the transition from middle school to high school 
as comfortable as possible for the freshman class of 2019.

Link Crew leaders went through two seven and a half hour training 
sessions leading up to the event. The first training day consisted of 
getting to know all of the other Link leaders and breaking the ice. 
Additionally, each leader had to learn the activities that the freshmen 
would be participating in on orientation day. Guest speaker Patrick 
Maurer from The Boomerang Project, the nationwide Link Crew orga-
nization, led the first day of training with tips and helpful hints along 
the way to ensure optimal success. The Link Crew leaders practiced each 
activity several times in order to thoroughly understand it. Then, each 
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A WARM WELCOME: Ms. DeSoto encourages the class of 2019 to get out of its comfort zone.

LISTEN UP: The class of 2019 starts off the day in the gym with a quick, interactive assembly.

THUMBS UP: Senior Nate Linden is all smiles during lunch on the lawn.

Beach traffic causes outrage in LG
by Camille Fowler
Web Editor

As summer comes to a close and the school year begins, the heat 
in Silicon Valley is soaring into the high 90s, and valley residents are 
ready for a relaxing weekend at the beach. To try and circumvent traf-
fic on Highways 85 and 17, beachgoers are taking a detour through 
downtown Los Gatos. As soon as 10 a.m. hits, downtown Los Gatos is 
stuck in a gridlock of vehicles heading for the Highway 17 entrance 
on North Santa Cruz Avenue. 

Town officials theorize that much of this traffic comes from the 
popular traffic tracking app Waze, which suggests routes to avoid high-
way gridlock. Waze has been suggesting shortcuts through Los Gatos 
via Highway 9 to beachgoers who are trying to skip traffic on 85 and 
17, and this has led to traffic jams in downtown Los Gatos. Nextdoor.
com, a website that provides similar functionality, has likewise been 
directing vehicles to take Highway 9 and cut through Tait and Massol 
Avenues to avoid traffic.

Frustrated Los Gatos residents have been pushing town officials to 
make changes in beach traffic regulations. “Every Saturday and Sunday 
between ten and two, I can’t drive anywhere unless I have a few spare 
hours to get through downtown,” says LGHS junior Kai Jeffery. There 

have also been reports that the beach traffic is interfering with local 
businesses. Because of the gridlock, shoppers do not bother to drive 
into downtown Los Gatos. Local business owners have complained that 
weekend business has dropped and that shoppers are finding other 
shopping places in order to avoid the downtown traffic.

Fortunately, Los Gatos officials have announced that they will 
be restricting traffic to avoid the gridlock that amasses on Los Gatos 
Boulevard and North Santa Cruz Avenue. They have been sending out 
police officers on motorcycles to monitor Highway 9 exits onto Tait 
and Massol Avenues, and drivers on Highway 9 will not be able to 
cut through to Los Gatos on these streets on Saturdays and Sundays. 
Officials have also placed electric signs on Los Gatos Boulevard encour-
aging beachgoers to take Highway 17. The town is also pushing to put 
signs on Highway 17 to discourage beachgoers from taking the Lark 
and East Los Gatos exits. 

In addition to these measures, town officials have announced that 
the southbound crosswalk between North Santa Cruz Avenue and Main 
Street will be closed to make way for more free-flowing traffic, and 
the town is hopeful that these changes will help to alleviate weekend 
beach traffic over the next couple of months.
(Sources: Mercury News, CBS SF Bay Area News)
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and learned fun facts about the school. Once each group had gone 
for the tour and then met back in the gym, everyone met for a pizza 
picnic on the front lawn. The freshmen sat in their Link Crew teams 
and had some downtime before concluding the event with an assembly 
in the auditorium with Mrs. DeSoto and Mrs. Bulaich. 

Mrs. Bulaich described the event as “the best [Link Crew] we’ve ever 
had by far. Just really a positive, upbeat, outgoing group of leaders 
with a freshmen class that was just so willing and happy to be there.” 
Everyone was genuinely pleased with this year’s Link Crew teams and 
the overall organization of the entire event. Mrs. DeSoto and Mrs. 
Bulaich hope to continue to provide events and bonding activities 
for freshmen through Link Crew over the course of the school year in 
order to give freshmen a great first year and the opportunity to have 
as smooth a transition as possible.


