
starting the collaborative 
teaching style used at LGHS, 
meaning the combining of 
special education and main-
stream classes. The collabo-
ration between departments 
has provided huge benefits 
for both students and teach-
ers, and Smith is grateful to 
the science department for 
“adopting” her through the 
process. According to Smith, 
her surrogate department also 
holds the best parties out of all 
the departments on campus.

When it comes to what she 
will miss about LGHS, Smith 

has a laundry list, and her students are at the top. 
“The greatest thing about the program I’m in is 
the success you see; seeing the kids who come in 
not being able to read, and by the end of the year 
seeing them offering to read,” says Smith. Smith 
once had a student come to her class illiterate. By 
the end of the year, this same student had jumped 
up five reading levels, a huge success in the world 
of special education teaching. 

Next, she will miss working with Mr. Autrey, “I 
love his willingness to take a chance, even if he 
might fail.” Smith spoke fondly of her high-energy 
meetings with her colleague. 

Every day at LGHS has been exhilarating for 
Smith and her longtime aid, Barb Thomas. The 
two have a running joke that one day they will 
write a book of all the wacky things students have 
said over the years. Whenever something funny 
would happen, the two women would laugh with 
each other and say, “put it in the book!”

Smith is most looking forward to not driving 
Highway 17 every morning, a trek she has made 
every workday for the last 16 years. Her retirement 
plans once included moving to Oregon, but she 
explains, “I looked around one day and thought, 
‘what am I doing?’” For now, Smith plans to travel 
and continue her volunteerism. As Smith begins 
her last couple of weeks at LGHS, she says, “it’s 
been a great ride, thank you.”

by Cole Potter
Web Editor

While talking with LGHS special 
education teacher Andrew Zehnder, 
one immediately recognizes the gen-
uine kindness that he possesses. I had 
never met him before we conducted 
the interview for this article, but in 
the short few minutes we had I was 
struck by the careful and thoughtful 
responses he gave. The devotion he 
felt towards his job and the students 
he taught while at LGHS was readily 
apparent, and I only wished that we 
had had more time to chat. Zehnder 
has been a valued member of the 
LGHS community for ten years, and 
will be retiring at the end of the 
school year. He looks forward to 
spending his increased free time vis-
iting with his newborn grandson and 
playing competitive tennis.

LGHS was hardly the starting point of Zehnder’s career. Having worked at four other 
Bay Area high schools, he has dedicated a total of over 30 years of his life to teaching 
students to, “find success and rise above.” For ten years, Zehnder has championed 
the integration of learning-disabled students into the typical LGHS classroom. “It’s a 
department-wide movement, and I can’t claim any sort of individual responsibility, but 
I’ve definitely been a big time supporter of that.” 

Aside from that program, Zehnder cites Project Cornerstone as a manifestation of the 
change that he has witnessed during his tenure at LGHS. “I’ve liked that teachers are 
able to go out and talk to and connect with more students, and that’s created a more 
personal and friendly environment than many high schools. The students aren’t just 
getting an academic education, but they’re getting a connectedness and supportedness 
that has been very cool to have been a part of.” 

Although Zehnder may be leaving our campus, he is not leaving teaching entirely 
behind. Next year he will act as an adjunct instructor at Cabrillo High School.

Along with his teaching at Cabrillo, Zehnder will spend more time in Barcelona with 
his daughter and her family. “I became a grandfather in December… and I’ll probably go 
twice a year and split my time in Barcelona. I’ve already got my airline ticket for June 
17!” Zehnder says this is what he is most enthusiastic for after retiring, “Oh yeah, I’m 
very excited for that new role in my life… Grandparenthood is a great thing.” 

However, he refuses to slow down. “I have a passion for tennis and I play competi-
tively through USTA tennis. I think retirement will afford me a little more time to hone 
and fine tune my game.” LGHS wishes you a life filled with that passion, Mr Zehnder, 
and will miss you dearly. 
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Smith also displayed an impassioned teaching style, 
instructing many current LGHS faculty members on the 
English language. From having Tom Hughes as a student, 

to Tonya Dehorn, Kristi Grasty, and 
Kathleen Wehr as student teachers, 
her inclusive instruction style has 
inspired many to return to our commu-
nity and incorporate something of her 
in the learning they provide. 

LGHS students have impacted 
Smith in turn; “Teaching English...
has really broadened my perspective 
and allowed me to see two sides to 
an argument.” Being a teacher has 
influenced her well-known philosophy 
of listening too. “As something of 
a talker, I have to constantly chal-
lenge myself to listen instead.” Smith 
believes in the concept of giving a 
voice to those who are unable to find 
it themselves. Students in her English 

classes are tasked with trying to accept their fellow students’ 
opinions, and promoting an environment in which all feel 
heard. Through her English classes Smith has attempted 
to instill a sense of universal respect in those she teaches.

As she leaves Los Gatos, Smith looks forward to spending 
time with her family on the East Coast. “I like Boston a lot… 

It is different than Cal-
ifornia in a lot of ways, 
but also the same. They 
are socially conserva-
tive, but politically lib-
eral… It will be a bit 
of an adjustment.” She 
will take on the respon-
sibility of caring for her 
two-year-old grandson, 
and will spend time with 
her daughter and son-
in-law. 

Smith would like to 
thank the LGHS Administrative Staff and English Department, 
Ted Simonson, Patty Hughes, Al Simon, and Jack Cody. We 
all thank you as well Ms. Smith, and will never let your memory  
be forgotten.

by Cole Potter
Web Editor

Sharon E. Smith has acted as much more than a 
member of the English department 
at LGHS. For 38 years, she has guided 
struggling students through the 
nuances of language, taught future 
lawyers the art of public speaking, 
and, perhaps most importantly, con-
veyed the importance of listening to 
those who speak first. 

When Smith was hired at LGHS 
she was given an additional role. 
Although she had no prior experi-
ence with speech and debate, she 
had to act as the newest coach of 
LGHS’ team. Through training with 
the previous coach Jack Cody, she 
quickly excelled at this position and 
was inducted into the California High 
School Speech Association Hall of 
Fame in 2004. Some of Smith’s fondest and most bizarre 
memories at LGHS consist of travelling with the Speech 
and Debate team. “Some students couldn’t sleep through 
the thunder and lightning storms in St. Louis, but had 
no trouble sleeping through the tornado which followed,” 
Smith stated. Smith also established connections between 
her English classes and 
students in England, 
and took both AP stu-
dents as well as Speech 
and Debate team mem-
bers on trips to Europe. 
Smith recalled, “Those 
trips were always really 
fun. It was always 
interesting seeing 
their responses to that 
world.” When Smith 
was chosen for the 
CHSSA Hall of Fame, 
the congratulatory speech commended her ability to 
involve the “lost souls” of LGHS in a community of their 
own. Smith will miss this environment which she fostered 
as she leaves our school.

Smith and Zehnder leave a long-lasting impact on LGHS

courtesy S. Smith

by Kate Hinsche
Opinion Editor

This year, LGHS says 
goodbye to Special Education 
teacher Sharon L. Smith.  
Named Teacher of the Year 
in 2009, Smith has worked at 
LGHS for 16 years. 

After eight years as a first 
grade teacher, Smith took a 20 
year hiatus to raise her chil-
dren. During that time, Smith 
volunteered for CASA, working 
to steer local students away 
from the path of addiction, 
and Ming Quong, a program 
providing support for students 
in group foster homes. Smith explained that a friend 
reached out to her with the opportunity of a part-
time job at the Los Gatos-Saratoga district office, 
and after a Masters degree and second credential, 
“here I am!”

Smith is most proud of her involvement in 

Pezino and Smith make a difference in special education
in conjunction with the rest of the Special Edu-
cation Department, Pezino focused his efforts on 
promoting collaborative classrooms, “Collabs were 
a real highlight. It put some real purpose behind 
our department’s efforts, and allowed the students 
to make some of their greatest progress.” For a 
teacher trained in regular education, special edu-
cation has proved to be a real source of pride for 

Pezino, “Seeing a stu-
dent with a certain dif-
ficulty, overcome that 
over a period of time 
and reach the potential 
they had is something 
really great.” Pezino 
has given over 20 years 
of his life to assisting 
students on their way 
to success they never 
believed they would be 
able to achieve. With a 
legacy of service behind 
him, Pezino leaves to 
spend time with the 
ones he loves most. 

Having lived in the 
Bay Area for 22 years, 
Pezino was ready for a 
change of setting after 
he retired, “My family 
lives in a town called 
Farmersville, Texas, 
which I thought was 
fun. I figured if you’re 

going to move to Texas might as well embrace it 
and move to Farmersville,” Aside from spending 
time with his grandchildren in Texas, Pezino 
plans to travel to Europe to visit his wife’s family 
in England, and to return to Australia. He sums 
this change up by saying, “I’ll miss this family, 
I’ll miss coming here to be a part of something 
wonderful... but I feel that this is a new chapter 
in my life, and I’m excited to turn the page.” He 
would like to thank the entire LGHS Staff, the 
entire LGHS student body, Pat McKay, Erol Ceran, 
and Sharon Smith.

by Cole Potter
Web Editor

Special Education instructor Al Pezino is a man 
of enthusiasm. His passion for teaching has led him 
around the world, but for the last eight years he has 
found a family at LGHS. Next year, he will move to 
be with his family in Texas, and so it is with a fond 
heart that we recall the spark that Pezino brought 
to our campus.

“All the way back in 
1970, I got my teacher’s 
credential,” remembers 
Pezino. With slim occu-
pational opportunities for 
high school teachers in 
California, he soon left 
to instruct physical edu-
cation and social studies 
in Australia. For 18 years 
Pezino taught in the land 
down under, and he still 
feels a certain affinity for 
his time there. However, 
when he returned to Cal-
ifornia, Pezino still found 
a paucity of jobs in his 
area of expertise, “When 
I came back, there were 
still no regular teaching 
jobs in my discipline, and 
so I ended up moving into 
Special Education since I 
had always taught students 
with special needs and that 
seemed like a very comfortable area for me to move 
into.” This job was with the Santa Clara County 
Office of Education, where he worked for six years 
before making his way to Saratoga High. “A big 
difference of working there was the culture of 
the school. I was dealing with a different kind of 
student at Saratoga.” 

Pezino worked at Saratoga until 2007, when he 
finally moved into our community at LGHS, “What 
changed was I actually felt a lot more relaxed here. 
I finally felt that I could teach as me, and I could 
relate more to the students I was teaching.” Working C. Potter

S. Sullivan

courtesy S. Smith
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