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Boys’ Volleyball is undefeated in League Competition
by Brian Schunk
Sports Editor

After two months of competition, the Los Gatos boys volleyball 
team stands alone atop the De Anza League. Just one game separates 
them from Monta Vista High School, and with only three games 
left, the Cats feel confident they can finish the season undefeated 
in league.

After opening the season with a win in straight sets against 
Sobrato (25-16, 25-20, 25-17) on the road, they made quick work of 
Archbishop Mitty (25-18, 25-12, 19-25, 25-14) in their home opener. 
Unfortunately for Los Gatos, these teams were not a sufficient warm-
up for their next match against St. Francis. The Cats fell in four tightly 
contested games (23-25, 21-25, 25-23, 23-25).

Los Gatos played short-handed all the next week, as senior middle 
blocker Grant Goo had to take a leave of absence from which he 
returned noticeably more tan. To fill the hole, senior Brian Schunk 
had to switch from his normal position of outside hitter to play in the 
middle. The first test for the new-look offense came on March 9 against 
Leigh High School on the road. The boys pulled off a huge win against 
the likely Mount Hamilton League Champions, taking advantage of a 
superior defense and middle attack to beat the Longhorns in straight 
sets (25-18, 25-18, 25-19). The Cats then moved on to play Soquel 
High School, which was a nice break from strenuous competition. Los 
Gatos hardly broke a sweat winning that match (25-13, 25-21, 25-16), 
and for the first time since they joined varsity their sophomore year, 
Schunk and seniors Henry Moss, Jacob Patterson, and Sam Lewis 
could all be seen sitting on the bench at one time. 

To begin league competition, the boys traveled to Lynbrook High 
School on Friday the 13 to take on one of the better teams in the De 
Anza League. After dropping the first set, luck swung back to Los 
Gatos’ favor and they recovered on the strength of its superior middle 
attack to win the next three sets and the match (20-25, 25-20, 25-15, 

25-12). Blocking made the difference in the final set, and the boys 
coasted to victory over a demoralized Lynbrook team.

The very next day, the team headed to Aptos for their first tourna-
ment of the season. Still missing Goo, the team also found themselves 
without juniors Teo Niemann and Vlad Pesic. Both these gentlemen 
were taking the SAT and are integral parts of the team. Junior Aiden 
Drugge stepped in Pesic’s spot to play middle blocker, a position with 
which he had nearly no previous experience, and sophomore Rion 
Farhadi replaced Niemann as the starting libero. Despite missing three 
starting players, Los Gatos managed to win its pool in the morning, 
wiping the floor with Scotts Valley (25-7, 25-11), decisively beating 
Monterey (25-18, 25-18), and pulling away at the end of each set to 
defeat a talented Willow Glen team (25-19, 25-21). After pool play, 
the team had a short break in which “Teo and Vlad Watch” ensued, 
and they anxiously awaited the arrival of their teammates. Niemann 
arrived just before the quarterfinal match against Mount Madonna, 
and Pesic arrived halfway through the second set, but it was too little, 
too late, for an exhausted Wildcat squad. Despite the crushing loss 
(19-25, 19-25) and early end to their tournament championship bid, 
Los Gatos was pleased to finish the week 6-1 given the circumstances.

Los Gatos moved on to defeat Harker (25-8, 25-23, 25-21) on the 
road, devastating them in the first set before putting in parts of the 
second string for the next two. The boys’ blocking was immaculate, 
as nine points were scored to begin the match before Harker suc-
cessfully attacked the ball over the net. The road trip continued to 
Mountain View, where the boys took down last year’s CCS champions 
with little difficulty, playing poorly but still scraping off the win 
(25-17, 25-20, 25-15).

Next up came LGHS’ own tournament on March 28. The Cats rolled 
over both their opponents in the morning’s pool play, easily defeating 
Branham (25-15, 25-8) and Aptos (25-13, 25-12). Just as they were 
beginning to forget what serious competition looked like, along came 
Saratoga. The match looked like an easy victory as Los Gatos cruised 
to victory in the first set, but then Saratoga came clawing back to win 
the second. The Wildcats then took the lead early on in the decid-
ing third set and kept it the whole game (25-14, 23-25, 15-11). The 
tournament’s final matchup turned out just as many predicted, with 
Los Gatos taking on Saint Francis. Los Gatos jumped out to an early 
lead, and Saint Francis got heated. With a five point lead and four 
left to play in the first set, Los Gatos collapsed to lose by two. They 
worked hard to combat the huge momentum shift in Saint Francis’ 
favor, but were down the whole second set until Lewis dropped back 
to serve with the score at 24-19 in favor of Saint Francis. He then 
proceeded to rip five devastating jump serves, scoring two aces and 
making it difficult on Saint Francis to score. The crowd roared as Los 
Gatos tied the game up, and Saint Francis players and coaches swore 
like sailors. The Cats eventually lost the set, and the match (23-25, 
27-29) taking second place in the tournament.

The very next game, Los Gatos traveled to Saint Francis, hungry 
for revenge. In what was unquestionably their worst game this season, 

the Cats struggled to put the ball away all game, and lost to close out 
competition in the month of March (18-25, 17-25, 12-25). 

Motivated by the loss, the boys bounced back to take down their 
biggest competition in the De Anza League at home, Monta Vista, 
winning in four intense sets (25-21, 25-15, 24-26, 27-25). Spectators 
at the game got particularly rowdy as a scorekeeping snafu delayed the 
game ten minutes. The Los Gatos players and the crowd kept it going 
through the next game, with Los Gatos decisively beating Homestead 
(25-17, 25-17, 25-17), and the crowd getting sportsmanship lectures 
from coaches and officials alike. 

Los Gatos then went on the road to take on Eastside College Prep, 
and won in straight sets (25-16, 26-24, 28-26) against a team that, 
according to Lewis, “was very scrappy. They just kept getting the ball 
over.” They came back home for a game against Harker, and again the 
Cats beat the Eagles (25-13, 28-26, 25-13), taking  advantage of the 
opportunity to play the second string. In the third set, the entire 
starting lineup from the first game sat on the bench and watched, 
holding hands and cheering madly as the subs closed out the game.

Next, Cal-High Sports came out to tape Los Gatos’ home game 
against Eastside College Prep on April 20. The Cats started off well and 
rode the high all the way to victory. (TBD). Following that match, the 
Cats beat Mountain View at home, pushing the win streak to six games. 

This year’s Wildcat team has been a sight to see. As the biggest 
and most talented team in the De Anza League, they are enjoying 
a streak of success not seen since the last time Los Gatos made the 
CCS playoffs back in 2011. Their overall record stands at 19-4, with 
three of their losses being against Saint Francis, and they are 9-0 
in League play. They look every bit the favorite to win the De Anza 
League, with their biggest games being a match at Monta Vista on 
April 29 and their senior night against Lynbrook at home on May 
1. Come out and support your boys’ volleyball team as they look to 
finish the season undefeated in League!
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For upcoming schedule of classes, visit: tspaSanJose.com or 
email admissions@tspasanjose.com

#tspasanjose

PROM  SPECIAL:
$67 Prom Package

Special Occasion Style, Makeup Application, FREE Mini Redken Hairspray
All services performed by supervised students 

For more information about our graduation rates, the median loan debt of students who completed the program and other 
important information visit www.tspaSanJose.com

WESTGATE MALL 1600 Saratoga Ave, Suite 103
Appointments: 408.579.9111

tspasanjose.com

Badminton faces adverstiy
by Mhairi Finlayson
Web Editor 

The LGHS Badminton team has fought a tough 
couple of matches in the past weeks, facing off 
against old rivals and difficult teams. On March 31, 
the team defeated Santa Clara 19-11, winning its 
first game of the season. Unfortunately, on April 
14 the team was beaten once again, this time by 
Mountain View. Despite the losses, the team remains 
determined and motivated towards success, engaging 
in conditioning including wall sits and burpees to 
better their chances.

In the game against Santa Clara, Los Gatos’ 
efforts finally prevailed, and the team won by a 
margin of eight points. Senior captain Katie Czinski 
commented, “Playing against Santa Clara is always 
great, because most of our team members are evenly 
matched, which allows us to win more points against 
them than other teams.” Los Gatos faced a team close 

to their own in ability and fought tooth and nail for 
victory, emphasizing what Czinski names as one of 
the team’s greatest strengths: “constantly fighting 
during games.”

The game against Mountain View dulled the 
triumphant spirit after the victory against Santa 
Clara. Despite the loss, the team remained positive, 
comfortable in the knowledge that they had at least 
made it difficult for Mountain View. “[Our weakness 
is that] we lack experience, since this is the first or 
only time that most of the team plays” said Czinski. 
The diverse ability levels on the team can make vic-
tory difficult, but it also means any triumph is all 
the sweeter.

Watch the badminton team play at home against 
one of their closest rivals, Santa Clara, on April 28. 
Come to the large gym at 4 PM to support the team 
and see it’s legendary fighting spirit and enthusiasm 
in action.
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