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• Sanna is a   
   hockey fiend
• Rishav is a 
   rap prodigy 

by Sarah Sullivan
Web Editor/Graphic Designer

Sophomore Sanna Hakkarainen is easily 
one of the most outgoing and hilarious 
students at LGHS. Easily recognized by her 
bright red hair, Hakkarainen’s fiery personal-
ity matches her colorful locks. “I like to stay 
optimistic by being around my friends. The 
key to having a good atti-
tude about life is knowing 
that even if times seem 
rough, it’s important to 
keep your head up and 
stay upbeat.” 

Hakkarainen can be 
found with a hockey stick 
in hand during her free 
time, as she is both an 
avid field hockey and 
ice hockey player. This 
past season, Hakkarainen 
played on the reigning 
CCS championship LGHS 
field hockey team. “I love 
the friends I make there 
and the sport and team 
dynamics,” states Hak-
karainen. Even after gru-
eling daily field hockey 
practices in the fall, Hak-
karainen still finds the 
strength and motivation 
to go to her two-hour ice 
hockey practices. She just 
finished her fourth season 
for the Junior San Jose Sharks and competed 
in the annual Districts, the national compe-
tition for ice hockey players. “I really like 
playing both sports, and I know that the 
more work I put in, the better I play,” she 

hakkarainen  is hypnotized by hockey
commented. “I love going to both sports and being 
with my friends and teammates.” Hakkarainen also 
plays JV lacrosse and is a top scorer on the team.

In addition to her outstanding athletic achieve-
ments, Hakkarainen has a passion for photography. 
Since she was little, she has loved taking pictures 
and draws inspiration from her mother, who is a 
professional photographer. Hakkarainen also believes 

in using photography to help 
others. She was recently hired 
to take pictures of children 
diagnosed with cancer at Great 
America and gave the pictures 
to their families. Although 
photography is a difficult 
industry in which to excel, 
Hakkarainen notes that she is 
still very interested in having 
a career taking pictures. “It 
gives me a way to express my 
inner creativity,” Hakkarainen 
states fervently. 

Hakkarainen also has an 
enthusiasm for travelling. 
She has visited Finland, Italy, 
France, Spain, Estonia, Mexico, 
Hawaii, Canada, England and 
Morocco. While in England, 
she saw an Olympic soccer 
match between the Brazilian 
and Mexican men’s teams. “I 
love seeing new things and 
exploring the world,” says 
Hakkarainen. “It makes me 
feel happy and I can’t wait to 

see new places.”
From her success on the ice and the field to her 

love of photography and traveling, Hakkarainen’s 
adventurous spirit and optimistic nature are sure to 
make her next two years at LGHS memorable.
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by Elizabeth Monsef
News Editor

Recently elected Treasurer for the class of 
2018, Josh Greenberg loves to be involved both 
in the community and around campus. His favorite 
part of LGHS so far is the spirit here at the high 
school. From spirit rallies to school pride Greenberg 
is thrilled to be a Wildcat. Addi-
tionally, Greenberg has 
taken to water sports 
including swimming 
and water polo at the 
high school. “I like it 
a lot; I’ve made most of 
my friends from there,” 
Greenberg states. 

Though he is California 
born and raised, Greenberg 
said that if he could live 
anywhere he would live 
in New York City one day. 
Always keeping busy, he is 
drawn to “The City that Never 
Sleeps” and adds, “I love the 
big city feel and the fast-
paced living.” 

Greenberg keeps busy 
with several extracurricu-
lars including Boys Team 
Charity, a parent-son orga-
nization that provides dif-
ferent San Jose charities 
with volunteers. His 
favorite philanthropy is 
the House of Hope, and Greenberg is 
passionate about helping those without sufficient 
shelter and food. “My favorite part of volunteering 
at House of Hope is to work directly with those I 
am helping and seeing how I am impacting these 
people’s lives,” Greenberg commented. Due to his 
respect for life-changing leaders, teacher Erin Gru-

Greenberg Glistens in the pool 

by Liat Rubin
Editor-in-Chief

At first glance, one might not suspect that underneath her 
glasses, kind smile, and charming confidence, is the all-star 
cheerleader who is freshman Amy Chapman. (Chapman began 
cheerleading eight years ago, or eight cheer seasons ago.)

Chapman’s path to becoming a member of her current cheer 
team, which has been undefeated this year, was not a smooth 
one. Chapman began her athletic career as a competitive dancer, 
a pastime she quickly began to resent. A family friend intro-
duced to cheerleading and showed her a video of a competitive 
team. Chapman’s first response to the video was “Oh no. No 
way I’m doing that,” but she soon decided she would give it 
a chance. Chapman began to enjoy cheer more and more, but 
didn’t quite find herself clicking with her teammates at the time, 
“I was having fun, but I never loved it. My teammates were a 
lot older than me and I never really bonded with anyone.” It 
wasn’t until that gym closed that Chapman joined Nor Cal Elite, 
the gym she currently calls home. 

After joining Nor Cal Elite just two years ago, Chapman has 
fallen deeply in love with both cheerleading and the sense of 
family and community she has found. After practicing up to 
four hours each day, anywhere from four to seven days a week, 
Chapman has formed irreplaceable bonds with her teammates. 
She said that although she has only known her teammates for 
two years, “it seems like I’ve known them forever. [Joining Nor 
Cal Elite] has been the best choice I’ve ever made.” She even 

refers to her three closest cheer friends as her big sisters, girls that 
“have been there through everything.”

Her team has achieved a great amount of recent success and has 
gone undefeated so far this season, including a recent win at one 
of the most prestigious programs in Dallas, 
TX. In approximately one week, Chapman 
and the rest of Nor Cal Elite are heading to 
Orlando, FL, where they will compete in what 
is more or less known as the “Cheerleading 
Olympics.” Her team has not always had such 
great successes, so Chapman stresses the 
importance of all the hard work that went 
into their efforts. She said, “this year would 
not have happened without all the hard work 
we did in the years before. Cheer has taught 
me that you have to rely on your team and 
trust your team in order to succeed.”

Between long practices and far away 
competitions, Chapman finds herself missing 
a lot of school days. As a student in both 
Honors Biology and Geometry, this can be 
very difficult. Her busy schedule, however, 
has helped her become more organized and 
better at time management. Although, her 
life might not be that of a normal teenager, 
Chapman has still endured the most famous rite of passage for LGHS 
Bio students, the fly project. In the most relatable fashion, Chapman 

can also be found lamenting about how “none of [her] seven cultures 
will work!” 

When she isn’t studying or practicing, Chapman enjoys spending 
time with her family. The youngest of three brothers and many cousins 

on both sides of her family, Chapman has always 
valued strong familial connections. She said, 
“I’ve always wanted a biological sister, but I’m 
super close with all my brothers. It’s fun to have 
a big family.” 

She is closest with her brother Logan Chap-
man, LGHS alum and current Clemson University 
student. Her brothers have always been supportive 
of her, even attending her biggest competitions. 

Her tight-knit family has had a great impact on 
Chapman. She hopes to be a stay-at-home mom in 
the future, as a way of spending more time with 
her future children and continuing the strong 
family life she has valued so much. “My mom is a 
stay-at-home mom, and that has had such a huge 
impact on me.” She is also considering being a 
part-time cheer coach as a way of staying involved 
with the cheer community she loves so much. 

Through difficult practices and a very busy 
schedule, Chapman has maintained a distinct 
positivity. She has learned to keep an open mind 

and says that, “It’s never too late to pursue new passions and meet new 
people.” A friendly, passionate teen, Chapman has a bright future ahead. 

Chapman cheerleads to the championship
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by Aidan Adams-Campeau
Humor Editor 

Junior Jeff Suzuki’s overflowing frenetic 
energy is contagious; sitting with him 
in a deserted classroom on a Monday 
tutorial, I have to scramble to take 
down notes in an attempt to keep up 
with his stream of racing thoughts. 
Suzuki suggests we talk about his 
experience with being bullied on 
account of his social awkwardness. 
“It’s not really… hm… it’s not a 
choice, it’s just the way I behave. 
My entire life I’ve been kind of a 
social outcast.” From afar, it may be 
easy to write off Suzuki as somewhat 
crazed; he acknowledges, “A lot of people 
think I’m crazy, that I’m eccentric. I’d say I 
can’t really deal with people very well. I’m in 
my head, but my head’s not really in the world,” 

he tells me candidly.
This year, he says, Suzuki has changed his 
approach. “I stopped caring. I am now apathetic 

to what people think about me, almost com-
pletely… It’s really hard to stop caring, 

because it’s built into me to want people 
to like me. But this year, I’ve tried to 
focus on proving to myself that I am 
a good person, and I’ve seen good 
results from that.” In Suzuki’s case, 
his demonstration of his own value 
often takes its most well-received 
form in the music he plays. This 
positive reception is not at the root 

of Suzuki’s passion for music, however. 
“I don’t play music for other people. 

My music is just a culmination of what 
I like.” Speaking on the musical influences 

behind his powerful piano playing, Suzuki 
cites “deep melody-based music, characterized by 

booming chords. And catchy rhythms.” On the outcome of his recent focus 
on introversion, Suzuki comments, “It’s funny, because I’ve been focusing 
more inward, but more people like me because of it.”

When I ask about traits he looks up to, Suzuki eagerly sings the praises 
of our school’s own history phenom, Allen Rudolph. “Mr. Rudolph is a god. 
He’s been sent by the heavens to teach US History to unworthy high school 
students. If there’s one person I look up to the most, it’s not a US president 
or a modern day celebrity, it’s Mr. Rudolph.” Suzuki specifies that he has 
great respect for the breadth and depth of comprehension shown in Mr. 
Rudolph’s vast collection of historical knowledge. 

Regarding his aspirations for the future, Suzuki reveals a recent change 
of heart. “I’ve always wanted to be a high-level historian or economist, 
but in the last couple of weeks that’s changed. I don’t know what I want 
to do as a career, but I know I want to create something deeply personal. 
And this is probably what I want you to write down; to create something 
deeply personal is to take all of the flaws you have as a person and put 
them into a piece of work… maybe something that’ll define me after I 
die.” Given the heights, authenticity, and creative nature of his ambitions, 
Suzuki certainly distinguishes himself as one of LGHS’s most remarkable 
and profound students.

Suzuki shapes soulful and serene symphonies
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well who organized the publication of The Freedom 
Writers Diary became Greenberg’s idol. He states, 
“I look up to Erin Gruwell a lot because she has 
a strong impact on those kids’ lives and changed 
them forever.” Admiring the influence Gruwell has 
on her students, Greenberg strives to change the 

lives of others.
 Additionally, the freshman 

spends a significant amount of 
time in the pool representing the 
Wildcats on the swim team and 
boys’ water polo team. He picked 
up swimming this year and has 
played water polo for the last 
two years. Greenberg has had 
positive experiences thus far, 
and enjoys both sports. Usu-
ally Greenberg plays set in 
water polo and swims various 
events including the 100 yard 
freestyle, 400 yard freestyle 

relay, and 200 yard medley 
relay for the swim team. 
His favorite event is the 
400 yard free relay due to 
Greenberg’s enjoyment of 
the team feel in a relay and 
his love of the 100 freestyle.

When asked for a brief 
description of his role as class 
treasurer next year for the 
leadership class he responded, 

“I’ll be making budgets to save 
money, managing all the money, 
and helping raise more money.” 
Just as he has been doing this 

year, Greenberg looks forward to helping out his 
class next fall. Since his favorite subject is math, 
Greenberg is well equipped for the job. Overall, 
Greenberg is a devoted Wildcat with loads to offer 
next year as the Class of 2018 Treasurer.
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