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AP season is upon us and many of you are considering the possibility of thinking about beginning to study. 
Unfortunately, procrastination is an epidemic that affects most students. Fear not – the following apps are here 
to make studying a little less painful. 

Noisli: Though music is often a distraction while studying, background noises 
can be relaxing and help keep you focused. Noisli lets you make custom sounds 
from a variety of options. The app includes the sounds of waves, rain, thun-
derstorms, leaves, and a coffee shop. You can combine sounds and adjust the 
volume levels to make the perfect combination to keep you focused and calm. 

Dragon Dictation: Are you a slow typer? Do you like hearing the sound of your 
own voice? If you answered yes to either of these questions, Dragon Dictation 
is the app for you! Typing can be tedious, so Dragon Dictation allows you to 
say out loud whatever you need typed, and then emails the text to you. This 
strategy is five times faster than typing and can save you a lot of precious time 
when writing an essay or making notes for a test. 

Exam countdown: Yes, this is exactly what it sounds like. This app lets you 
input the dates of all your upcoming exams and gives you a countdown. This 
may be daunting, but is definitely effective as a motivational tool. You can also 
use the app to make a to-do list for each test in order to stay organized. 

Quizlet: If you don’t already have a Quizlet, what are you doing 
with your life? You can search through thousands of already-
created flashcard sets, make your own set, search for users, and share your cards 
with friends. If you learn well with flashcards, you should go buy a ring so you 
and Quizlet can be together forever.

PhotoMath: This app lets you take photos of basic arithmetic, fraction, decimal, 
linear equations, and function problems and provides a step-by-step solution. If 
a problem you’re looking for isn’t on PhotoMath, you can submit feedback to the 
app about what type of solutions you need. Recent updates to the app include 
better support for high school level math and simpler descriptions for solutions.

HELPFUL APPLICATIONS
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Purple Onion 
Address: 26 E Main St, Los Gatos
Hours: Mon-Sun 7AM-4PM
Best time to go: Any time that isn’t 12PM-2PM, the 
lunchtime rush
Best For: Solo studying
What to Order: High-quality large iced 
latte (with two or three shots of 
espresso, depending on your exhaus-
tion level)
Price: Moderate (drinks), Expensive 
(food)
 Purple Onion is the perfect 
location for relaxed study time. The 
café is situated on E. Main Street, a prime 
location for students who live in the Los Gatos 
downtown area. The café’s large windows and 
spacious set-up provide light and comfort for those 
hoping to study in a bright and energized environ-
ment. For more privacy in an often-busy café, I 
would recommend sitting at one of the few back 
tables adjacent to the drink bar or outside. Purple 
Onion is a great place to study with earphones in 
and illy brand coffee in hand, but since food is on 
the pricey end, I recommend supplying yourself 
with snacks from elsewhere.

Great Bear Coffee
Address: 19 N Santa Cruz Ave
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 6AM-8PM, Sat.-Sun. 7AM-8PM
Best Time to Go: 4PM-8PM
Best For: Solo studying or groups of 3-4
What to Order: The classic CCC (a coffee, 
chocolate, cream milkshake) is delicious and 

full of caffeine to keep you going. Make 
sure you ask for their delicious home-

made whipped cream. 
Price: Moderate, drinks ranging 
from $2 to $5 dollars. 
 Great Bear is 
a popular studying 
spot amongst LGHS 
students. Sip on 
some fresh, care-
fully brewed coffee 
while doing your 
homework in this 

cozy coffee shop. 
Bring headphones, because Great 
Bear is generally loud and very busy. 
There are only a few seats that have 
access to outlets (the bar seats and seats 
around the large table), so if you plan on using 
a laptop, make sure it’s fully charged before 
you leave. 

Starbucks
Addresses: 624 Blossom Hill Road
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. and Sun. 5AM-11PM, Fri.-Sat. 
5AM-12AM
Best Time to Go: 3PM-5PM is the best time to 
go. Because of their late hours, they are generally 
pretty crowded in the late evening time. 
Best For: Group studying, there is an abundance of 
outlets and large tables to accommodate groups of 

2-8 people. 
What to Order: Passion tea lemonade or iced 

caramel macchiato 
Price: Inexpensive, cups of coffee are 
around $2
 This Starbucks, the biggest of the 
locations in Los Gatos, is a studying 
mecca. Full of tables, outlets, and win-
dows, this study location is extremely 
comfortable and convenient. The light 
chatter and slow music add to relax-

ing white noise to help you study. If 
you are avoiding your classmates, don’t 

come to this location, as it is almost guaran-
teed that you will see people from school (try Peet’s 
if you’re looking to remain incognito). Outdoor seat-
ing and free WiFi are both available, although the 
WiFi here is not up to par with other coffee shops in 
Los Gatos.

COFFEE SHOPS AROUND TOWN AND THEIR STUDYING ADVANTAGES

Want more digital help? These websites 
that will make studying for finals just a 
little bit easier.

Like having music to work to? Editor-in-
Chief Rachel Salisbury made playlists 
just for you! 

Looking for more test tips? Opinion 
Editor Antonia Salisbury shares her 
wisdom.
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Everyone has their own way of studying, but setting yourself up can improve your 
results. Having calm surroundings and getting the necessary materials can help anyone 
improve their studying!

You’ll want to start with a clean space. Whether on the floor of your room, the kitchen 
table, or the library, it is important for your workspace to be uncluttered. Otherwise, 
the piles of stuff around you can be very distracting and make your overall studying 
experience more overwhelming.

After you have a nice, neat space, you’ll need to gather everything you need. Get 
paper, pencils, pens, index cards, and whatever else you might use while studying. 
This will prevent multiple trips to get things while you’re working so you will be less  

distracted and waste less time.  Prepare your supplies and make 
sure you have your textbook, notes, AP study books, 

or other resources you may need. It’s helpful to 
have many different sources from which to get 

information, especially ones that fit your-
learning style.

If you think you can handle it, try turning 
off your computer and phone (unless you are 

using them to study). If they are off, you won’t 
“accidentally” find yourself on Netflix or staring 
at your phone hoping someone will text you 
and save you from this boredom.

 I would also recommend getting a glass of 
water and a small snack like trail mix. Studying 

while hungry and dehydrated is never a good com-
bination. This will also prevent getting up and down 

and interrupting your train of thought.
 Overall, try to make sure you don’t have anything that will distract you. Stay 

focused and stay strong!
 Now that you have a nice space with everything you need, get studying! 

Whether it’s re-reading the text, reviewing flash cards, or looking over lecture notes, 
you are now prepared to study successfully.

PREPARING TO STUDY

Starbucks
Addresses: 624 Blossom Hill Road
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. and Sun. 5AM-11PM, Fri.-Sat. 
5AM-12AM
Best Time to Go: 3PM-5PM is the best time to 
go. Because of their late hours, they are generally 
pretty crowded in the late evening time. 
Best For: Group studying, there is an abundance of 
outlets and large tables to accommodate groups of 

2-8 people. 
What to Order: Passion tea lemonade or iced 

caramel macchiato 
Price: Inexpensive, cups of coffee are 
around $2
 This Starbucks, the biggest of the 
locations in Los Gatos, is a studying 
mecca. Full of tables, outlets, and win-
dows, this study location is extremely 
comfortable and convenient. The light 
chatter and slow music add to relax-

ing white noise to help you study. If 
you are avoiding your classmates, don’t 

come to this location, as it is almost guaran-
teed that you will see people from school (try Peet’s 
if you’re looking to remain incognito). Outdoor seat-
ing and free WiFi are both available, although the 
WiFi here is not up to par with other coffee shops in 
Los Gatos.

COFFEE SHOPS AROUND TOWN AND THEIR STUDYING ADVANTAGES
Peet’s Coffee
Address: King’s Court Shop-
ping Center, 798-1 Blossom 
Hill Rd
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 5AM-9PM, 
Sat.-Sun. 6AM-9PM
Best time to go: 6PM-9PM
Best For: Solo/Small group 
studying
What to Order: Macchiato, 
matcha tea latte, herbal teas
Price: Moderate (drinks and 
food)
 Although slightly 
pricier than Starbucks, 
Peet’s provides better qual-
ity coffee and WiFi. Because 
Peet’s tends to attract many 
bikers and those looking to converse with friends, I 
definitely do not recommend going in the morning or 
even early afternoon when it can be very noisy. Peet’s is 
a great place to study at from about 6PM-9PM (closing), 
when it is inhabited by few. Their small table sizes are 
perfect for solo studying but will still accommodate a 
maximum of three people per table. Their herbal teas are 
also perfect for when you know you have had too much 
coffee but still want a drink to comfort you in the harsh 
finals season. 

Daily 
Library 
Hours

Mon.: 11AM-8PM

Tues.: 11AM-8PM

Wed.: 10AM-6PM

Thurs.: 10AM-6PM

Fri.: 10AM-6PM

Sat.: 10AM-5PM

Sun.: 12PM-5PM

Town Library:
Mon: 7:30AM -3:30PM

Tues.: 7:30AM -3:30PM

Wed.: 7:30AM -3:30PM

Thurs.: 7:30AM -3:30PM

Fri.: 7:30AM -3:30PM

Sat.:Closed

Sun.: Closed

School Library

Philz Coffee
Addresses:  681 Blossom 
Hill Rd #102
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. and Sun. 
6AM-8PM, Fri.-Sat. 6AM-
8:30PM
Best Time to Go: Don’t go 
here on weekend afternoons. 
Philz is usually pretty tame 
directly after school. 
Best For: Solo studying only
What to Order: Ecstatic iced 
coffee, iced chai, or tesora 
blend coffee
Price: Expensive
 Philz, a Bay Area-based 
coffee chain, opened its 
doors in Los Gatos in Febru-

ary. This is the perfect place for coffee fiends who want 
to try diverse, freshly roasted blends. The coffee and 
pastries are delicious, but this isn’t the best studying 
environment as there isn’t much table space available. 
Because there is only one large indoor table, this venue 
can’t sufficiently accommodate groups larger than two. 
Ordering is slightly nontraditional, so here are a few 
words of advice. Go up to the bar when a barista calls 
you over, then after ordering your drink, go to the cash 
register and pay. Finally, your barista will call you over 
when your drink is ready. 


