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A COLORFUL HISTORY: Museums in Netherlands offer a wonderful glimpse into the past.

by Jessica Blough
Culture Editor

With over 4000 kilometers of rivers and canals and twenty-six 
percent of the country below sea level, the Netherlands should be 
submerged in the North Sea. Instead, it has become the top cheese 
exporter in the world, the home for hundreds of famous paintings, 
and a popular European tourist spot.

The Dutch Republic gained independence from Spain in 1648. Over 

the following centuries, the Republic developed its ports and maximized 
its small area until it became the strongest European trading power. 
Though the Republic’s influence declined with the increase in dominant 
European powers, growth of liberal ideals led to the separation of the 
Netherlands from Belgium and Luxemburg. The Netherlands remained 
neutral through World War I, was occupied by Germany during World 
War II, and grew to become one of today’s most developed nations.

The Dutch culture is unlike any other. Every Dutch person owns at 
least one bicycle, which they use to navigate their way throughout the 
country. Tourism is a large part of the Netherlands, and Amsterdam 
is home to some of the world’s most famous museums, including the 
Anne Frank House. In 2001, the Netherlands became the first country 
to legalize same-sex marriage, and the majority of its residents con-
tinue to support gay rights through the Gay Pride Amsterdam Parade 
and the Homomonument. 

Although the country is densely populated, it also contains huge 
tulip fields that burst to life every spring. Holland is the windmill 
capital of world, with 1,000 mills still in operation. One-and-a-half 
million cows reside in the green pastures of the Netherlands, which 
largely contributes to its success in the cheese business. The Dutch 
have produced cheese for about 1,500 years and export 500 million 
kilos each year. 

Art also plays a key role in Dutch culture, as the Netherlands 
houses many works of past artists. The most well-known artwork is 
in  the Van Gogh collection, located at the Van Gogh Museum and the 
Kröller-Müller Museum. Vincent Van Gogh spent most of his life as a 

struggling artist in the Netherlands, which is reflected in his beautiful 
post-Impressionist works. The Rijksmuseum, Hermitage Amsterdam, 
Royal Picture Gallery Mauritshuis, and Royal Delft also house one-of-
a-kind art from the Netherlands and the rest of the world.

For bicyclists, cheese lovers, artists, and many others, the Neth-
erlands presents a culture and history uncomparable to any other  
in the world.
(Source: Holland.com)

Country of the Month: Netherlands boasts art and history

Migrant boat capsizes near Italy
by Lark Breen
World Editor

On April 18, a boat carrying anywhere from 700 and 
950 migrants capsized off the coast of Italy. The ship 
departed from Libya in hopes of reaching Europe, and 
sank because the passengers rushed to one side of the 
65-foot boat. Maltese authorities report that 50 people 
have been rescued, but the Italian Coast Guard says that 
only 28 people were saved and 24 bodies were found. As 
the authorities struggle to find other passengers, more 
distress calls from other migrant ships demand their 
attention as well.

The incident brings to light several similar ones, 
including one near Sicily in late 2013 which resulted in 
the deaths of as many as 300 of the 500 passengers. The 
capsized migrant ships in the Mediterranean Sea just this 
year have resulted in the deaths of up to 1,500 migrants 
and the rescue of up to 10,000, which is far more than 
the statistics of last year. Authorities estimate that about 
3,500 died while journeying across the sea in 2014.

Many people have attempted to travel to Europe in 
order to escape poverty and persecution in their countries 
of origin, but the numbers of migrants have risen in the 
past ten days, and therefore so have the numbers of 
deaths at sea. Besides the ship that sank on Saturday, a 
different boat of migrants capsized off the coast of Greece 
last Monday, killing at least three of the 83 passengers.

Many emigrant ships depart from Libya in an attempt 
to escape the country, which is in constant upheaval  and 
has no border controls. Passengers come from an array 
of North African countries, and one survivor claims that 
the passengers on board the boat that sank on Saturday 
came from Tunisia, Nigeria, Egypt, Somalia, Zambia, and 
Bangladesh, among others.

European foreign ministers met in Luxembourg on 
Mon., April 20, in order to deal with the aftermath of 
this crisis and plan ahead for the future. Italy advocated 
for “major commitments” to the crisis and an emergency 
meeting of the European Union was scheduled for Thurs., 
April 23. Rome and Malta also asked for a push against 
the traffickers in Libya. 

Prime Minister Joseph Muscat of Malta said, “What 
happened on Sunday was a game changer. There is a new 
realization that if Europe doesn’t act as a team, history 
will judge it very harshly, as it did when it closed its 
eyes to stories of genocide — horrible stories — not long 
ago.” Displaying a similar sentiment of steadfast desire for 
change, President of European Parliament Martin Schulz 
asked, “How many more people will have to drown until 
we finally act in Europe? How many times more do we 
want to express our dismay, only to then move on to our 
daily routine?” Needless to say, the European authorities 
are taking the loss of lives to heart and are planning to 
take serious action in response to the capsized boat. 
(Sources: CNN, New York Times, NPR)

UK thieves steal valuable jewels
by Ruth Murai
Web Editor-in-Chief

Over Easter weekend, at least 300 million US dollars 
worth of jewels were stolen from the Hatton Garden Safe 
Deposit Ltd. company in London. Six known thieves 
were filmed on security cameras using heavy duty drills, 
among other tools, to break through concrete and scale 
the elevator shaft before making their way to a getaway 
van. Despite the footage, they have yet to be caught by 

Scotland Yard. The six men have been dubbed Mr. Ginger, 
Mr. Strong, Mr. Montana, The Tall Man, The Old Man, and 
The Gent by London papers based on their appearances in 
the security footage. No, these aren’t the overly clichéd 
details of a James Bond film; this is real life. 

The facts of the case seem to point to the theory that 
this was somehow an “inside job.” The thieves left no sign 
of a forced entry, and according to former operational 
chief of the London police robbery unit, “They must have 
had inside information to be able to get into a premises 
like that, to know the routes, the vulnerabilities, the lift 
shaft, and to defeat a state-of-the-art security system.” 

Adding to the mystery, when the thieves did set 
off an alarm it was ignored by police. Just after mid-
night, a security firm reportedly warned police about a 
potential break-in, yet it took another four days before 
anyone even realized the jewels were gone. Scotland 
Yard reported, “The call was recorded and transferred to 
the police’s CAD (computer aided despatch) system. A 
grade was applied to the call that meant that no police 
response was deemed to be required.” 

How were the thieves able to pull off the stunt? 
According to the security footage, they somehow were 
able to sneak into the building then disable the elevator 
shaft, using it to climb into the basement. There, the 
thieves used a variety of tools to drill through concrete 
walls and into over 70 safety deposit boxes, where they 
found millions of dollars worth of jewelry, much of which 
was uninsured. 

Experts believe the jewels are likely to have left the 
UK by now to be sold in foreign markets. As Scotland 
Yard continues to investigate this mysterious and admit-
tedly impressive crime, the world will watch in earnest. 
(Sources: BBC, USA Today, Sky News)

IKEA sends safe shelters

by Mhairi Finlayson
Web Editor

Iran and six world powers – China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, the United 
States, and Germany – reached a tentative deal regarding Iran’s nuclear weapon program. 
The essence of the agreement is that Iran will significantly reduce its efforts to attain 
an atomic bomb in exchange for reduced sanctions.

The description of the agreement that came from the White House described lowering 
sanctions as Iran met the conditions laid out in the deal. However, Iran has disputed 
this version of events, claiming that after a final deal is made, all sanctions must be 
completely lifted immediately. The exact details of when the sanctions will be lifted is 
intended to be agreed to in writing by June 30. 

The framework agreed on so far involves Iran ending production of near-20 percent 
Uranium, and diluting, or preventing from further enrichment, Uranium already produced. 
It will also halt the use of many of its centrifuges and stop producing new centrifuges. In 
addition, Iran will halt many of its activities at the Arak reactor site, limit the amount 
of up-to-five percent Uranium it stocks, and allow inspectors from the IAEA to visit both 
its reactor and enrichment sites.

In return, sanctions currently placed on Iranian imports and exports will be lifted, 
and no further nuclear sanctions will be instituted. Oil revenue will also be transferred 
to Iran, and efforts to prevent the purchasing of oil from Iran will be halted. Avenues 
for humanitarian trade and financial transactions will be opened to Iran.

Some members of the United States Congress have expressed displeasure at being 
minimally involved in the process of the Iranian nuclear deal. A bill has been proposed 
to allow Congress to review, and possibly reject, the agreement. President Obama has 
agreed to sign the bill, after his initial opposition to it.

Israel is also opposed to the agreement, with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
arguing that it “would legitimize Iran’s nuclear program, bolster Iran’s economy, increase 
Iran’s aggression and terror throughout the Middle East and beyond.” 

The current nuclear deal remains only a framework, and the complete agree-
ment has not been formulated. It remains to be seen whether the US Congress will 
become more involved in the process and whether Israel’s protests will have any effect  
on the deal.
(Sources: BBC, NY Times, Reuters, NPR)

Iran ends bomb creation
CRIME SCENE: The six thieves stole from  Hatton Garden Safe Deposit Ltd.

A CONTINUING PROBLEM: Similar incidents have occurred in past years.
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by Cole Potter
Web Editor

The world knows IKEA as a retailer of cheap loveseats and delicious Swedish food, 
but recent actions by the Scandinavian furniture distributor may provide an even greater 
service to humanity than their famed meatballs. Over the course of the last five years, 
the IKEA Foundation, in cooperation with the United Nations High Commission for Refu-
gees, or UNHCR, has designed and built self-sustaining shelters which will be shipped 
to regions which harbor large populations of international refugees. Ten thousand of 
the efficiently-designed “Better Shelters” will be distributed globally over the course 
of 2015, all in the flat-pack shipping style for which IKEA is known. 

Research by IKEA began in 2010 when they teamed up with the UNHCR to construct 
a more substantial shelter than the standard tents that were given by the UNHCR at 
the time. The tents had seen heavy usage by refugees from the Syrian conflict, and 
their cheap construction caused them to last for as short as six months. Better Shelter 
hopes to remedy this obstacle by offering temporary homes which are preconstructed 
with solid materials that will last for several years. The shelters also hold more space 
than the tents and boast solar panels on the roofs of the homes which power electric 
interior lighting and a USB port for charging small electrical appliances. Johan Karls-
son, the Head of Business Development at Better Shelter, stated that this is just the 
first wave of Better Shelters to be distributed. “We will continue to develop the Better 
Shelter and also provide other solutions to benefit the many displaced people. Innova-
tion is our strongest driving force.” The shelters currently cost ten thousand dollars to 
preconstruct, but IKEA hopes to cut this cost to less than one thousand once the home’s 
design is finalized and they can be mass produced.

With over ten million refugees alive in the world today, the UNHCR constantly seeks 
affordable technologies to provide for the vast numbers of people they serve. IKEA offered 
their business and construction savvy in facing this monumental problem and will use 
these first ten thousand shelters as a global test of the viability of their prototype. 
Forty refugee families in Iraq and Ethiopia who tested the final designs of the shelter 
have already reported that the homes are extremely successful. However, even if Better 
Shelter is not what the global community of refugees requires, IKEA still provides an 
example for how a successful corporation can serve more than just the mainstream 
consumers of its product.
(Sources: IKEA Foundation-Refugee Children)


