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Don’t use imprecise language

Don’t wait until the end of high school to burn bridges

College acceptances should not be based upon athletics

by Rachel Salisbury
Editor-in-Chief

by Violet Wallerstien
Center Editor

by Lark Breen
World Editor

our society, people say “I don’t know” frequently, 
oftentimes out of an unwillingness to pursue the 
subject further. Whether used to avoid further 
conversation on a specific topic, to get a teacher 
to stop calling on you, or to make yourself seem 
like you are on the same level as your friends, 
the phrase “I don’t know” hurts your ability to 
be honest about your capabilities. Because it has 
become such a common way to escape discomfort 
or confrontation, “I don’t know” no longer means 
“I have no knowledge about the topic that we are 
discussing” and instead means something more 
along the lines of “I don’t want to think about 
this in depth.” By using this phrase as a crutch,  
one not only misuses the phrase and causes it to lose 
its true meaning, but also lowers the expectations 
of the speaker. People cannot push themselves to 
become their best if they limit themselves by saying 
“I don’t know” every time they are doubtful about 
their knowledge.

Other words lose their meanings, but have much 
smaller impacts, such as the word “like.” Like has 

become a crack-filler in speech, 
nearly the equivalent of “um.” 
Whereas “I don’t know” actu-
ally limits people’s ability to 
communicate, “like” is just an 
annoying hindrance. However, 
due to its common and impre-
cise usage, it too has lost nearly  

all meaning.
Language inevitably changes over time, as 

is shown by simply watching a movie from a 
decade ago. Especially today, as language is 
becoming increasingly global, it is necessary 
to keep in mind that language is ever-chang-
ing and that the slang today might become a  
staple of the language in 20 years. It is equally 
important, however, to use words within context, to 
avoid semantic satiation and the subsequent impre-
cision of language. It is essential to use language as 
precisely as possible so that communication does 
not become ambiguous and meaningless.

In our society, words 
spread like a contagion. Take 
“literally” for example: if you 
hang around someone who 
says that everything “liter-
ally” happened or is “liter-
ally” the best, you start to 
catch on and will soon find 

yourself saying “literally,” both properly and improp-
erly. When you hear or say a word or phrase so often 
out of the original context to which it applies, the 
word or phrase loses its meaning. The temporary loss 
of the meaning of a word or phrase is called semantic 
satiation and is a significant problem in our society 
today because it makes speech imprecise and com-
munication impersonal.

The most debilitating phrase that has become 
common enough to begin to lose its meaning is “I 

don’t know.” In 
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Summer is coming, meaning high school 
seniors are deciding where they will be 
attending college and getting ready for 
graduation. Students choosing a college to 
fit their needs is great, but colleges select-
ing what students are accepted based on 
the sports they play is problematic. Colleges 
should not provide scholarsips or acceptances 

to students on a simply athletic basis. Colleges are places specifically 
for higher learning. The main purpose of these places is to educate 
students, and while sports can be a fun and significant part of the 
school, it is not the most important activity on campus. Academic 
activities are more important than the athletic activities because col-
lege is there to provide education, not sports teams.

Because education is the most important part of college, colleges 
should not allow students to attend their school with only an athletic 
focus. Students should add to the atmosphere of the school and be 
able to take advantage of the school’s offerings. 

If a student is not interested in education, has low grades, 
and can only offer their school talent on a field, they should not 
be admitted. A student should have to be willing and able to be 
successful and learn at the school to be admitted. Otherwise, they 
are actively diminishing the quality of education of the others 
students by not being able to contribute, and students who do 
not care about education should not be allowed to attend a place 
specifically for furthering education.

Not to say that college admission and various scholarships 
should not be given to athletes, but the students in question 
also have to have an active interest in education. It is not fair 
to provide those who do not actively care about school with a 
full-ride to college while others who would love the opportunity 
to attend college are not given the same opportunities. Athletics 
can play a role in acceptance, but should not be the main factor. 
Many athletes do care about school and learning and should then 
be accepted to the school or earn a scholarship because they have 
other qualifications besides their sport.

The weight colleges put on athletics is problematic. Colleges 
need to remember that they are supposed to help students learn, 

As high school comes to a close, long-
term social pressures are lifted. The choices 
you make when interacting with friends are 
no longer about who to sit with at lunch in a 
month, or who to hang out with a year from 
now. For many, this last stretch is a chance 
to connect with new people and value the 
remainder of the days left with old friends. 

For others, the removal of long-term thinking in social interaction 
provides an opportunity to burn bridges.

Although burning bridges is often emotionally taxing and logisti-
cally difficult, ending friendships is a healthy and necessary element 
of high school life. Regardless of the strength of loyalty or significance 
of the tradition between two people, friendships should be ended as 
they become strained and the emotional connection is no longer 
truly valuable. So while burning bridges that are no longer 
functional is easier at the end of high school once the friend’s 
social purposes need no longer be considered, bridges should 
be burned whenever necessary.

Social connections that are no longer emotionally valuable, 
but take time and effort to maintain, should be cut. Maintain-
ing emotionally empty relationships for their social utility is 
unfair to and puts unnecessary stress on both participants 
in the friendship.

People develop and change their personalities as 
high school progresses. As the people within rela-
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California’s drought poses imminent and long-lasting con-
sequences and has already exacted a large toll on the state’s 
finances and resources. NASA scientists project that reservoirs 
could run out of water within a year, and groundwater supplies 
are dwindling rapidly. As a result, state legislators in Sacramento  
recently proposed restrictions on urban water use. However, restric-
tions on agricultural water use would be more effective than continued 
urban restrictions.

Currently, the agricultural industry consumes about 80 percent of California’s water supply. 
A significant portion of that water supply is consumed by a handful of crops. For example, 
alfalfa is the industry’s most intensive water user, followed by rice, almonds, and pistachios. 
Alfalfa represents over 15 percent of agricultural water use and is grown mainly for export or for 
feeding cattle. Almonds represent over eight percent of agricultural water use, and ultimately 
use 1.1 trillion gallons of water each year. Over 70 percent of all almonds grown are for export, 
meaning that the issue of water conservation in agriculture more or less boils down to a debate 
between water value and economic value.

These numbers do not tell the whole story. Almonds are much more economically significant 
than alfalfa; while almonds earn around 1,100 dollars per acre-foot of water used, alfalfa only 
earns 175. According to the USDA, almonds contributed to almost 6 billion dollars of revenue 
in 2013, compared to the total state revenue which was 38.7 billion dollars.

Almonds are a unique agricultural product. They fit into the category of fruits and nuts, 
which account for 45 percent of the total revenue of California agriculture, but consume only 
34 percent of agricultural water. Fruits and nuts are the only category for which the share of 
economic value is higher than the proportion of water used. As such, the state legislature should 
take steps to ensure that essential fruits and nuts receive the vast majority of agricultural water, 
and that water deliveries to other categories are significantly curtailed or terminated entirely.

At the same time, the agriculture industry must bear the brunt of overall cuts in water 
usage. Despite utilizing around 80 per- cent  of  the 
state’s water, the agriculture industry 
only contributes to a minuscule two 
percent of the state economy in terms 
of value as measured by gross  
domestic product, and though 
some urban areas have been 
ordered to reduce water use 
by as much as 36 percent, the 
agricultural industry has been 
largely exempt from regulations.  
(Sources: BBC, Time, NBC, ABC, 
USA Today, LA Times)
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tionships change, the relationship changes, sometimes for the worse. 
These developments are natural and should be expected. Instead 
of accepting that the worth of relationships should be frequently 
reconsidered, people often see ending friendships as an act of 
betrayal and beginning new friendships with more suitable peers as  
social climbing. The guilt and social awkwardness surrounding ending 
friendships is unnecessary, especially when the end of the friendship is 
mutually decided.

For some reason, while ending friendships 
during high school is seen in a negative light,  
but doing the same at the end of high school 
is socially acceptable. 
Many high school-
ers look forward 

to the day when distance finally comes between them and 
their current friends instead of cutting their losses and ending 
the friendship at the inception of the relationship’s disfunc-
tion. Efforts to maintain an established relationship despite 
 its deterioration reveal the participants’ propensity to value social 
convenience over the integrity of the relationship and their own 
individual happiness. Periodically evaluating whether or not friend-
ships are worth maintaining, and then acting on that evaluation 
by either terminating or continuing the friendship, is like con-

trolled burning to prevent forest fire. Cutting off a friendship 
before it results in serious tension or conflict is a favor to 

everyone involved, and the time that previously went 
to the disintegrating relationship can now 
be put into ones that matter. Instead of 
keeping friendships alive for shallow and 
ultitimately irrational purposes, burn 
bridges now.

not help themselves beat a rival in football.
Athletics should not be what colleges are worried about when 

choosing their students. They should be primarily concerned with 
the academic interests and pursuits of a student. Colleges need to 
look at themselves more as an educational facility and less like 
an athletic facility. 


