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by Olivia Pla
People Editor

On Sep. 10, 2012, Saratoga High School student 
Audrie Pott committed suicide just eight days after she 
was sexually assaulted at a Labor Day party by three 
boys. Pott’s attackers took advantage of her while Pott 
was passed out and wrote lewd messages all over her 
naked body. Photos circulated at Saratoga High School 
the next day showing her partially clothed body and the 
messages the boys wrote. Authorities said the photos 
also showed her being digitally penetrated. The three 
teens pleaded guilty and were sentenced to 30-45 
days in juvenile detention, spread out over weekends. 
Despite spending time in a juvenile detention center, 
just months after Audrie’s suicide, two of the boys were 
found with photos of other naked girls on their phones. 
In a statement the Pott family lawyer commented, “It 
has become quite clear to us that the suspects refuse to 
accept responsibility or show remorse for their actions.”

On Feb. 11, 2015, the Pott family created a petition 
on change.org to expel the three teens who sexually 
assaulted Audrie two years ago. By the next day, the 
petition had gained over 17,000 supporters. It addresses 
Saratoga High School Principal Paul Robinson and 

Christopher High School Principal Paul Winslow. Two of 
the boys are enrolled at Saratoga High School and the 
third recently transferred to Christopher High School 
in Gilroy. Because the three teens are minors, their 
identities have not been made available to the public. 
To counteract this, the Pott family was instrumental in 
the passage of Audrie’s law in 2014, which intensifies 
punishment for juveniles convicted of sexually assault-
ing disabled or unconscious victims. Under this law, the 
identities of juveniles convicted of rape are no longer 
protected by law. California Senator Jim Beall recently 
stated that he wants to remove the term “forcible” 
from an initiative on juvenile crimes regarding rape. 
Removing this word would create a loophole for attacks 
on adolescents who are unconscious. The punishment 
for rape cases would be less severe than if the victim is 
conscious. The Pott family recognizes that they have 
a ways to go in protecting juveniles in these cases, 
conscious or not. 

The Audrie Pott case has presented several issues 
with our legal system in Santa Clara county. The pun-
ishment for juveniles for sexual abuse is 30-45 days in 
juvenile detention compared to a maximum penalty 
of 10 years in prison for adults committing the same 

crime. Barry Krisberg, a juvenile jus-
tice expert and senior fellow at UC 
Berkeley law school, said that “on 
average, Santa Clara [County] has 
lower sentences than other places. 
They’ve embraced the treatment and 
rehabilitation strategy -- a mission of 
California’s welfare and institutions 
code.” For example, minors convicted 
of sexual abuse are now required to 
complete a sex offender treatment 
program. These treatment programs 
are a more favorable outcome than 
extensive periods in detention cen-
ters. California’s adoption of this more 
relaxed form of “punishment” is doing 
nothing to prevent adolescents from 
committing the same crime again, 
or inspiring others to do the same. 
Teens considering committing these 
unspeakable acts will have more 
incentive to do so given the lighter 
legal repercussions. 

Though legal systems are often 
an obstacle to having more severe 
consequences for juvenile sexual 
assault, the other problem lies with 
preventing cases like these in the 

future. As stated in the Pott’s petition, “Allow-
ing these students to continue attending these 
schools sets an example to other students and 
athletes that this type of criminal behavior will 
be tolerated without regard for a victim’s rights 
or the safety of the other students on campus.” 
The boys clearly did not learn their lesson as 
two of them continued to disseminate nude 
photographs of underage girls after being found 
guilty of assaulting Pott.  

Attitudes of parents and other members of 
the community occasionally fail to discourage 
these atrocities. For example, many consider 
current juvenile punishment to be too harsh 
and advocate for more lenient juvenile laws. 
Senator Beall had difficulty passing Audrie’s Law 
last year. “It didn’t have complete unanimous 
support,” he said. Not to mention in a Rolling 
Stones article last fall, one of the boy’s parents 
said that the assault was “a prank by a few kids, 
and it’s blown out of proportion.’’ Sexual assault 
is a crime, not a prank, and crimes deserve 
punishment. Although rehabilitation programs 
could prevent a person from committing the 
same crime in the future, they do nothing to 
deter others from committing crimes. The three 
boys who assaulted Audrie should have become 
an example to teens around the world that these 
acts will not be tolerated anywhere. Unfortu-

As a student-athlete at LGHS, I believe that we have been underrepresented in the decision 
to replace the grass on Helm Field with turf. Helm Field is iconic. LGHS is one of the very few 
high schools that still has grass fields and we should keep it that way. 

As a runner, I have several concerns regarding turf:
-Increased temperature makes stretching, drills, and running unpleasant
-It is environmentally unfriendly. Chemicals and bacteria leak into water and harm the 

environment
-It is unsanitary. Turf is the Mecca of bacteria which can easily infect open wounds
The main argument that I have heard supporting turf is its relative cost compared to 

natural grass in the long run. If the goal is to improve facilities and save money, why not 
allocate this bond towards solar panels and grey water systems.

Turf is all around undesirable. Being able to enjoy lying on the grass after a hard workout 
and cool off has been a big part of being an athlete. This is a cherished asset by the LGHS 
student body. The installation of turf should be reassessed and the committee should open 
the conversation to high school students and Los Gatans.
-Junior Zoe Lam

nately, the punishment was less severe than 
it should have been.

The Steubenville, Ohio rape case has been 
widely compared to the Audrie Pott case in 
terms of juvenile punishment for rape. In Aug. 
2013, a month before Audrie’s rape, Trent Mays 
and Ma’lik Richmond were convicted of raping 
a 16-year-old at a party. The two received one 
and two years in a juvenile detention center, 
respectively. This case is less severe than the 
Audrie Pott case, but the two boys received 
much more punishment than the three who 
were responsible for Audrie’s suicide. Cases 
like the Steubenville, Ohio, one should be 
compared to the Pott case to show the need for 
harsher punishment for juvenile rape in Santa 
Clara County, as well as other places that have 
lenient juvenile laws. Audrie’s attackers are 
responsible for her suicide. Harsher punish-
ment is needed for juveniles who commit this 
crime to deter others from doing the same 
and create a safer 
school environment. 
If Audrie can’t gradu-
ate, neither should 
her assailants. 
(Sources: Daily News, 
Los Gatos Patch, San 
Jose Mercury News) 
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