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Students build homes in MX
by Sarah Sullivan
Web Editor

Over spring break, over 30 LGHS students trav-
elled across the border to build houses for impov-
erished families in Tijuana, Mexico. Braving port-a-
potties, outdoor showers, and a 6AM wake-up call, 
student missionaries built ten houses in four days. 
The trip is hosted by Saratoga Federated Church 
through Amor Ministries. 

Amor Ministries helps 
churches across the world 
travel to Mexico to build 
houses. The organization has 
built over 18,000 houses and 
354 churches in Mexico over 
the last 35 years. The homes 
are built for families who live 
in extremely dilapidated and 
cramped houses, which are 
usually built out of plywood 
or other unstable building 
materials. The recipients’ 
current homes provide no 
source of protection from the 
weather and are in constant danger of falling down. 
The families are often economically disadvantaged, 
have little income, and are unable to provide for 
themselves. 

“Every year, It opens my eyes to a world I can’t 
imagine living in,” says sophomore Grace Sells. “It’s 
so interesting to see that even though the families 
we build for are extremely poor, they are also the 
friendliest and most hospitable people I’ve ever met.” 

Day one of the trip, which is allegedly the most 
physically taxing of the four days, consists of 8 hours 

CASA ON CASAS: SFC built a total of 10 houses for families in Tijuana. DIGGIN’ IT: One volunteer scoops buckets of sand for cement mixing.

 J lot turns to staff spots
by Madeline Hagar
Sports Editor

    Over Spring Break, LGHS administration 
stripped the lower junior parking lot of five 
spots, or one entire row of parking. The school 
changed the student parking into staff park-
ing in light of the recent Measure E-funded 
construction. Due to construction on the 
track, staff parking in front of the stadium 
is not accessible, so the spots were relocated. 
In the coming weeks, even more parking will 
disappear for LGHS students. However, there 
is already a shortage of spots for students as 
many students are currently parking off campus 
in nearby neighborhoods. As the disappearing 
act continues, more high schoolers will have 
to find other locations to park, which will 
complicate their mornings, create stress, and 
possibly result in tardiness for those struggling to find parking close to 8 AM.
   The school promises to try to minimize as much of the construction traffic as it can. In an 
email to the families of LGHS, Assistant Principal Kevin Rogers assured families that there will 
be efforts, “to limit and delay the loss of parking.” The construction on Helm Field and the 
track began this week, the week of April 20, but all parking will remain until mid-May accord-

ing to the administration. If students are 
wondering if “their” spot will be affected, 
they should note that the school will mark 
them one week prior to their disappearance. 
All of the senior reserved parking spaces will 
remain as they are for the rest of the year. 
On the other hand, for all of the sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors without reserved park-
ing, finding parking will become more and 
more difficult in the weeks to come.
    At the beginning of each year, students 
purchase parking permits so they have 
access to the parking on campus. Then, they 
must drive to school early enough to find a 
spot. Clearly, there are more students than 
spots. The LGHS Parking Policies for 2013-
2014 claim that students should park their 

cars “by 7:30 AM to avoid the madness.” The lower and upper lots are usually almost filled 
by 7:30, if not earlier. Junior Olivia Girvan feels that the loss of more spots and impending 
loss of more, will cause “stress [she does] not need, especially with it being a very busy part 
of junior year.” The loss of parking will certainly complicate mornings for students, especially 
for those who are already sleep- deprived, but the student body must remember that most of 

these changes are temporary.
    In response to the upcoming limita-
tion of parking, the school encourages 
everyone to carpool or find alternative 
methods of transportation, rather than 
driving individually to campus. Moreover, 
according the LGHS Parking Policies, the 
“best kept secret for parking” is Balzer 
Park, which is located across the foot-
bridge near Old Town. The parking is free 
and is approximately a seven minute walk 
from campus. While the loss of parking 
is upsetting and frustrating to many 
LGHS students who will have to wake up 
earlier and leave earlier, much of this is 
short-term as the school improves LGHS 
facilities. Students only ask that the 
parking is returned as soon as possible, 
so they too can return to their routines.

LGHS does not recycle
by Elizabeth Monsef
News Editor

    In El Gato’s latest press conference with LGHS’s own Marcus Autrey, Autrey confirmed that 
the LGHS campus has not been recycling. Autrey shared with the staff that, “currently we are 
collecting recyclables in the classrooms, but I can’t confidently say it is being followed through 
all the way to recycling.” Although we do collect recyclables at LGHS, we do not actually sepa-
rately dispose of them in relation to other trash. 
    Autrey confided that he is not aware of how long LGHS has ceased to recycle, but has been 
aware of the fact that we have not been recycling for a while. Autrey did promise a change, 
saying, “When we finally get a plan in place we are going to admit our error...not our error, 
but that our ignorance led to something that should have been corrected a long time ago and 
that we own it. We are going to make sure it is [fixed] so that people gain confidence that it is 
actually being done.” The staff has a plan in place for a greener campus, and Autrey is looking 
into the recycling mishap to ensure no more problems occur in the future. The high school 
encourages recycling, and Autrey ensures “we are going to recycle and no excuses can be made.”

of digging sand, mixing concrete, and pouring an 
11-by-22 concrete slab. In the following days, four 
walls and a roof are constructed out of wood and 
hammered together, and two layers of wire and paper 
are nailed to the walls. The house is then coated 
with a layer of stucco to finish the exterior. Finally, 
after the roof is covered in plywood and tarred, the 
house is finished.

After the house has been built, 
it is presented to the recipients 
of the home in a key ceremony. 
The family is given the key to the 
house, a blanket, and a Bible. At 
the end, the new owners unlock 
the house for the first time. Sells 
states that “[the ceremony] seems 
a little silly for us, but it is a huge 
deal for the family. For most, it is 
the first time they have ever had 
a safe place [in which] to lock 
their stuff.”

Junior Sara Narajowski 
describes the experience as one 
that helps both the people in 

Mexico and herself.“I [went] with the intention of 
not only building a home for a family in need, but 
reminding myself of all the things I have to smile 
about every day,” she confides. “I hold this trip in 
an extremely high precedence because throughout 
the year my feet slowly drift off the ground and all 
the distractions from the things that really matter 
keep me from myself. In Mexico, I’m reminded of 
who I really am and what I stand for, and it allows 
me to step back and look at myself with a clear head 
and a grounded sense of who I am.”

New Millenium holds auction
by Elizabeth Monsef
News Editor

HOME: Amor has built 18,000 homes in 35 years. 

A WEEK WELL SPENT: Students from LG to Sacred Heart all dedicated their Spring Breaks to making a difference in the lives of several families.
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SEARCHING: Juniors will now have to look for different spots.

REDUCE, REUSE, AND REBOOT: Autrey admits to LG’s lack of recycling, and is planning to make campus a greener place for all.

STAFF SPOT: An LGHS custodian labels the new spots as “staff.” 

PUT UP A PARKING LOT: “Lower J” has been repainted. 

On March 7 The New Millennium Foundation 
(NMF) auction took place at the La Rinconada 
Country Club from 6PM to 11PM. About 150 people 
attended the fundraiser to benefit LGHS. The LGHS 
pep band welcomed guests with energy and brought 
more spirit to the “Rally Round the Wildcats” theme. 
The NMF planned a delicious buffet of “street food 
from around the world” and wine bar for the attend-
ees, then held various auctions and events. 

Money was raised in several different ways includ-
ing live auctions, a silent auction, event sponsorship 
sales, donations, and Buy-In Parties. Buy-In Parties 
included the Ladies Holiday Shopping Afternoon, 
Annual Holiday Wrapping Party, LRCC Golf Outing, 
Murder at the Los Gatos Movie Theater, LGHS Poker 
Party, and Games Galore with LGHS English Teacher 
Doug Garrett. Live auction items included front row 
seats at graduation, dinner with principal Markus 
Autrey at Nick’s Next Door, and a set of 12 San 
Francisco Giants tickets. The LGHS Student Parking 
spaces were the most popular attraction raising 
54,000 dollars for the three parking spaces. The 
spots are valid for the 2015-16 school year and cost 
18,000 dollars each.

The event was planned and executed by a very 
involved team of volunteers. Dani Hinsche states, 
“The biggest challenge in planning the LGHS Benefit 
Auction is gathering all of the auction items and 
soliciting sponsors. We are so fortunate to live in a 
community that is very generous and supportive of 

Los Gatos High School.” Hinsche, an LGHS parent, 
was among many of the volunteers who made the 
fundraiser such a success. More than $200,000 was 
raised at this individual event with $87,000 revenue 
alone in the live auction.

The foundation uses the money raised to fund 
teacher and staff grants. Hinsche, a New Millenium 
member, “The mission of LGHS NMF is to make a dif-
ference by raising funds to enhance the education 
and experience of each and every Los Gatos High 
School student.”

The plan for the money raised is to “Fund six 
teacher grants totaling 204,000 dollars. The grants 
funded are an iMac lab for electives/applied arts 
(53,300 dolllars), iPads for incoming New Tech 
students (75,000 dollars), MacBook pros (5,000 
dollars) for the Guidance department, iMac desktop 
computers and Macbook pros for Digital Photography 
(30,800 dollars); CASSY (20,000 dollars), and instru-
ments and equipment for music (19,900 dollars)” 
Hinsche said.

The foundation plays a major role in the LGHS 
funding and is a major aid to teachers. Christie 
Dujmovic, World History and American Government 
teacher, states, “Without New Millennium students 
would not have access to most of the computer labs 
on campus and they wouldn’t be able to do any of the 
research or writing they need to do for our classes 
or any of the fun projects like making movies.” The 
New Millennium Foundation is an essential part 
of LGHS and hosted a great auction event to raise 
money for our school.


