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by Dakota Rogers
Sports Editor 

Welcome to the first time during the season that 
champagne and ski goggles are essential for baseball. 
This stressful time period where teams make or break  
the playoffs by just one victory or defeat, leaves fans on 
the edge of their seats and praying to the baseball gods.  
This month starts the beginning of the long, tense crawl 
towards a World Series victory at the end of October.

This year’s playoffs hit close to home as the San 
Francisco Giants recently clinched the National League 
Wild Card and defeated the Pittsburg Pirates in the Wild  
Card game with a crushing 8-0 victory in Pittsburgh. The 
Giants moved on in the NL bracket and played the Wash-
ington Nationals in the NLDS. They defeated the Nationals 
after a victory in the fourth game of the series and will 
move on to play the St. Louis Cardinals. This is the Giants 
third appearance in the postseason in five years and 25th 
appearance overall.

The Washington Nationals who placed first in the NL, 
were defeated by the San Francisco Giants  in the NLDS, 
and therefore were removed from the playoffs. The Los 
Angeles Dodgers clinched the NL West placing them as the 
second-seed, and opened the National League Division 
Series against the NL Central champions, the St. Louis 
Cardinals on Oct. 3. They were also defeated and will not 
advance to the NLCS.

In the American League, champagne soaked the 
jerseys of the Kansas City Royals for the first time  
in almost 29 years after a 3-1 victory over the Chicago  
White Sox, ending their postseason drought that stretched 
from 1985, the longest playoff drought in history. That  
honor now belongs to the Toronto Blue Jays. The Royals won 
the AL Wildcard against the Oakland Athletics and moved 
on to defeat the Angels in the NLDS. They will face  the 
Orioles in the National League Championship Series. The 

Royals hope to maintain their unpredicted success this year.
The Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim were crowned the 

AL West Champs. They hosted the AL Wild Card winner, the 
Kansas City Royals, in Game 1 of the American League’s 
Division Series on Thursday, Oct. 2. and were defeated and 
will not move on in the playoffs.  Furthermore, the Baltimore 
Orioles are the AL East winners and defeated the Detroit 
Tigers, the AL Central champions, on Oct.2.

The El Gato staff has made it’s predictions for  
the postseason, and they are as follows. The ALDS cham-
pions, the Kansas City Royals and the Baltimore Orioles, 
will play in the National League Championship Series and 
the Royals will be victorious. The Royals will be able to 
capitalize on the absence of Oriole’s catcher Matt Wieters, 
as the Royals have a very strong running game.

In the National League the San Francisco Giants will 
play in the National League Championship Series against 
the St. Louis Cardinals. The Giants will defeat the Cardinals 
and be crowned the National League Champions

The AL Champions, the Kansas City Royals, and the NL 
Champions, the San Francisco Giants, will play in the World 
Series . The Kansas City Royals will be awarded the title of 
the 2014 World Series Champions.
 (Sources: ESPN, Bleacher Report)

MLB Postseason commences

by Charlotte Pla
Humor Editor 

The LGHS dance team has been hard at work since the 
beginning of this year, and all of their efforts have paid off. 
If you have attended any LGHS football games, basketball 
games, or spirit rallies in the past, you would not have 
been able to miss the dance team taking center stage with 
their perfectly choreographed moves. But other than high 
school events, the dance team performs for the Los Gatos 
Holiday Parade and even at Santana Row.

The dance team is a competition team, but has yet to 
decide whether they will be competing this season due to 
their very busy schedules. They practice every Tuesday and 
Thursday, run routines before all of their performances, and 
are expected to have their routines down by heart before 
every performance.

Dance anticipates competition

Sophomore Ava Toren says that, “This year we are such 
a happy and fun group of girls that like to have to fun but 
also are ready to dance and learn choreography when we 
are in practice.” The LGHS dance team is a driven group and 
works hard to support their school at every opportunity. 

A unique aspect that coach (commonly called “mom” 
bythe dancers), Andy Moody, brings to the table, is the 
opportunity for the dancers to choreograph their own 
dances. The dancers even choreographed some of the dances 
used in the spirit rallies last year.

Overall, the LGHS dance team has big things in store for 
this season and, as Toren would call it, “The dance team is 
like a little family. We love to laugh together, smile, perform, 
learn new things and of course dance like no is watching!”
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Player of the Month: Senior Jensen Ditzler dominates
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by Niamh Doyle
People Editor

By senior year of high school, LGHS students have 
usually found fulfilling hobbies that occupy their 
time and satisfy them outside the world of obligatory 
high school academia. Some are interested in theater, 
others pursue internships in science or choose to 
start work, while others become more dedicated to 
the sports they’ve been playing for their entire lives. 
Senior Jensen Ditzler earns this recognition as one 
of LGHS’s most prominent athletes; her achievements 
in volleyball elevate her athletic status above that of 
the average player, paving her path to further success 
in the college volleyball world.

Ditzler’s volleyball career began six years ago, when 
she started playing for a club team called Vision. Her 
affinity for the sport quickly presented itself to her 
coaches, as she moved up to a starting position on 
Vision’s A-team. As a libero, an exclusively defensive 
player who can substitute in and out of the game as 
many times as necessary, whereas all other players 
have limited substitutions. Jensen plays entirely on 

the defensive line and works to pass the ball to her 
teammates so they can make offensive plays. 

Ditzler’s legacy really took off when she became 
one of very few freshman to join the LGHS varsity 
volleyball team. Over the years she’s worked to improve 
her game, which is evidenced by her impressive sta-
tistics. On average, Ditzler passes a 2.3 and digs 15 
to 25 balls per game. She doesn’t take all the credit, 
however, as she says that her coach, Joe Ripp, is a 
major contributor to her success. Co-captain and senior 
Shea O’Gorman testifies to Ditzler’s outstanding 
performance on the court, saying “[Ditzler] is always 
hard-working and one of the most consistent team-
mates I’ve ever played with. She’s motivational and 
helps us be a better team!” 

Ditzler is excited to bring her extraordinary skills, 
leadership, and attitude to Texas State University’s 
Division One team next year, where she has earned 
a scholarship for her impeccable performance on LG’s 
courts. This volleyball star has brought Los Gatos to 
glory and will continue to improve any team that she 
finds herself on for the rest of her volleyball career. photos courtesy J. Ditzler

Girls Vball succeeds
by Elizabeth Monsef
News Editor

The Los Gatos girls’ volleyball team started their season strong. Now that the 
pre-season is over, the girls are focused on playing hard in their league matches. 
On Thursday Sept. 1, both JV and varsity teams beat Saratoga on their court. JV 
played hard and finished with an outstanding win against the Falcons, and the 
varsity girls quickly won the game within three sets. 

On Sept. 23 the girls took on Homestead in their first league match of the 
year. The junior varsity team beat Homestead at home within three matches. 
However, the varsity team lost 1-3. 

On Thursday, Sept. 25 the Wildcats took on Sacred Heart Prep at home. JV 
played strong and finished with a 2-0 win against Sacred Heart. The varsity girls 
also finished with a 3-2 win against the Gators. 

The varsity girls dominated at the Panther Challenge Tournament on Saturday, 
Sept. 27. The girls beat Piedmont Hills and Harker, but lost against Salinas High. 
Los Gatos took on Mountain View away on Sept. 30. The JV team won quickly 2-0 
in the Spartan’s home gym. Varsity crushed Mountain View with an impressive 3-0 
score. The Wildcats played extremely well and brought home another LGHS win.

On Thursday, Oct. 2 the girls took on Gunn at home starting with JV at 5:30 
pm. In addition to the JV win, the varsity girls were able to finish fast in a 3-0 
win against the The games against the Gunn Titans. The girls’ games against 
Mountain View are league matches and will count towards the Wildcats’ De Anza 
Division standings. However, the girls’ Gunn game will not count towards the 
league placement. On Oct. 7 the girls played Los Altos away. JV quickly beat 
the Eagles in two matches with scores of 19-25 and 8-25. Varsity lost in a tough 
battle of 1-3.

Both JV and varsity are also scheduled to play Gunn away on Oct. 23. The 
junior varsity team will start at 5:30, and varsity will start at 6:45. On Oct. 28 
the JV and Varsity girls will play at home in the Large Gym against Los Altos.

So far in the season, the Wildcats are doing great. Josie Despars, JV captain, 
said, “we continue to grow as a team and started our season off really well, and 
I look forward for the remaining games we have!” The other JV captain, Caroline 
Bond said, “We work really well together as a team, and I hope we continue to 
improve as players throughout the rest of the season!” Currently, the varsity girls 
are ranked #70 in California and #499 in the nation. Come cheer on the Los Gatos 
girls volleyball teams at home in the Large Gym. Go Wildcats!
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