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Senior Robby Storton is a well-known and controversial figure at 
LGHS as one of our school’s prominent Republicans. Due to the preva-
lent liberalism on campus, Storton says that there are “few people to 
back you up, so you have to make your arguments airtight.” 

In recent years, Storton has broken away from his former neo-Con-
servative views, instead embracing a more libertarian brand of Republi-
canism, which he believes is the future of the party. “I’m a libertarian,” 

We all know that kid in class. The soft-spoken, 
humble student who somehow seems to have the 
answer before the teacher even asks the question. 
What life must be like for that kid; how can he 
possibly stand being so smart? Well freshman Harry 
Wang knows exactly what that is like and has in 
fact dedicated much of his life to achieving the 
immense academic achievement that most of 
us could merely dream of attaining.

Wang’s journey began in China, where he 
was born Handon Wang. He lived there for 
three years before moving with his family to 
California. When asked about the reason of his 
name change, Wang responded, “My parents 
asked my preschool teacher what an 
appropriate American name would 
be for me, and she suggested 
Harry.” The name seemed to 
stick, and it was not very long 
before people began to sing 
its owner’s praises.

Wang emerged as a gifted 
student early. By the time 
he completed sixth grade, 
he had already skipped an 
entire year of math and 
attained a perfect score on 
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the Mathematics Assessment Collaborative, or MAC 
test, something which is achieved by an elite few. 
Wang extended this academic success throughout 
middle school, skipping another year of math in 
eighth grade, and after qualifying through numer-
ous Math Counts competitions, he managed to 

become one of the four representatives 
of California for the national Math 

Counts contest. Wang cited this as 
his proudest scholastic achieve-
ment, explaining that, “Being 
on California’s Math Counts 
national team was quite an 
honor.” Wang’s team of four 
took first place in the competi-

tion and he finished in 29th place 
out of a pool of 200 contestants. All 

of this was achieved before he 
stepped foot onto LGHS.

With the help of 
beloved Fisher teacher 
Ms. Blasberg, Wang has 
recently skipped yet 
another year of math and 
is enrolled in Ms. Drouin’s 
Calculus AB class. As if 
being one of the only 

freshmen enrolled in a col-
lege level course was not 
enough, Wang seems to be 
already thriving. Regarding 

the larger class sizes and older classmates were at 
all intimidating, Wang commented that he, “Gets 
along with the kids okay,” and that overall LGHS, 
“Is a lot like middle school in a way, I am able to 
focus no matter the circumstances.” 

Now one may be asking oneself, “Is there is 
anything this kid can’t handle?” Well, Wang has 
one issue with our school. “There are not enough 
bike racks. Even at Fisher there weren’t enough, 
but here there are even less!” LGHS may want to 
take heed of this advice, this kid is rarely wrong.

Sarah Shaw, a very active sophomore at 
LGHS, is one of eight freshman who founded 
the new Peer to Peer Group UP in the spring of 
2014. UP stands for unconditionally positive 
and aims “to inspire students to work hard 
and make their own journeys; thus, create a 
high school environment that recognizes the 
impact of their hard work now on their bigger 
goals.” UP can be found on the Los Gatos High 
webpage, www.lghs.net. 

So far, UP has started the ‘Senior Legacy 
Program’ in which graduating seniors are inter-
viewed on their experience at LGHS, then the 
interviews are presented to incoming freshmen 
during Freshman Orientation. UP is one of six 
Peer to Peer organizations at Los Gatos High 
that helps students feel welcome, creates a cul-
ture within the school, and helps aid students 
in making good decisions. For Shaw, starting 
this club was an effort to create a welcoming 
campus where everyone feels comfortable 
and accepted. Community is of great value in 
her life, and her involvement in the school is 
admirable.

Shaw has lived in various different places 
throughout her lifetime. She was born in Char-
lotte, North Carolina, and attended elementary 
school there. Later, she moved to Hong Kong 
and finished elementary school at Hong Kong 
International School.  While living in Hong 
Kong, Shaw learned some Mandarin and a lot 
about different cultures. She describes China as 
very culturally aware. Shaw says, “understand-
ing other cultures and being accepting of other 
cultures is really important to me.” She loves 
that people were very accepting of others and 
their backgrounds in China. 

In her everyday life, Shaw tries to be as 
culturally aware as possible. Making others 
feel comfortable is of great value to her, and 

is expressed through her work for UP. In addition, 
Shaw is currently learning Spanish at LGHS and is 
always excited to learn something new. Shaw is an 
avid learner and an extremely hard worker, as well 
as  very involved.

In addition to her contributions to LGHS, Shaw 
enjoys science. As she explained, “I love science 
because I’m really curious, so it allows me to explore 

whatever I want and understand the world.” She 
spends her free time volunteering on the Junior 
Auxiliary Program at Good Samaritan Hospital or 
running cross country for LGHS. Though she keeps 
busy, Shaw always manages to help out someone in 
need or learn something new.
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Shaw helps to up-lift LGHS
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he says. “I don’t care what you do unless you 
hurt me or take my stuff.” 

Though Storton’s Republicanism has been 
unwavering in real life, he occasionally exper-
iments with other political philosophies in 
virtual reality; “I built a communist gulag in 
Minecraft,” he comments.

This summer, Storton attended a two-
week leadership camp at Norwich University, 
a private military college in Vermont. The 
program included rigorous physical training, 
rock climbing, basic water survival, wilderness 
survival, lessons on searching for dead bodies, 
as well as air rifle and archery training. The 
camp held leadership classes in the evening, 
and one of Storton’s favorite lessons was a 
discussion of Ernest Shackleton’s display of 
leadership in dangerous polar expeditions. 
The program taught Storton that “moti-
vation is very important,” as attendees 
would be punished if they failed to display 
proper motivation. Storton was also trained 
to respond quickly to sudden, unexpected 

events. “They’d throw an empty soda bottle in 
our room and yell ‘grenade,’ and we’d have to 
jump on it,” he recalled.

Outside of school, Storton has many respon-
sibilities and activities with which he busies 
himself. On weekends, he helps teach Sunday 
school. “Believe it or not,” he says, “I actually 
work with kids.” Storton also works with children 
every Halloween, when he chases kids around 
with a chainsaw in a charming holiday tradition. 
“My friend has a long driveway, so we set up 
strobe lights and traumatize kids.”

Storton is also known for the compelling 
performances he delivers in dialogues in French 
classes. Storton says his secret to writing enter-
taining dialogues is relating them to “something 
political with an element of extremism, whether 
it be radical Islam or murdering people in hospi-
tals.” Between his willingness to articulate and 
argue unpopular opinions and his various inter-
actions with the children of Los Gatos, Storton  
makes his presence felt around campus and 
around town.
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Born in Espírito Santo, Brazil, senior Karen Lisboa decided to come 
to America to experience life abroad, understand American culture, 
and improve her English. However, this is not her first time coming 
to America, as Lisboa previously traveled to New York for three days 
and Florida for twelve days to go to Disneyland. Lisboa is living with 
senior Niamh Doyle through the AFS exchange students program. 
The AFS exchange program places students in over 50 countries and 
placed Lisboa in Los Gatos. 

Lisboa took English classes for three years, 
but not consecutively. The first year she took 
English class, she was living in Belo Hori-
zonte, a city in east Brazil, and a year later 
she continued studying English where she 
was born. Lisboa described how the Brazilian 
education system differs from the American 
education system, “In Brazil, the school year 
starts in February and ends in December, so 
our summer vacations are during January. In 
our high schools, the classes start at 7AM and 
end at noon to 1PM. We don’t get to pick our 
classes though, so we take Geography, History, 
Portuguese, Math, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, 
Literature, and Brazil’s current events!” 

This year, Lisboa is taking on US Govern-
ment, English 12, AP Environmental Science, 
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American History, Graphic Design, and International Cuisine. Her 
favorite class this year is US Government because she enjoys learn-
ing about American culture. A food fanatic, pizza has been Lisboa’s 
favorite food so far. Back at home, her favorite Brazilian meal consists 
of beans, rice, steak, and a salad. 

Lisboa, who describes herself as opinionated, is interested in 
becoming a lawyer because she likes to defend her points and wants 
to learn her rights. Not only does she love a good debate, Lisboa is also 
a philanthropist; when asked what she loves the most in the world, 

Lisboa said loves humanity. She appreciates the 
receptive character trait that she has noticed 
in many Americans. The most different thing 
she has noticed in America is that Americans 
are “not ashamed, and speak what they think.” 
Furthermore, Lisboa noted that American and 
Brazilian teenagers are very similar. Overall, 
the largest cultural difference that Lisboa has 
noticed, is that Brazilian culture is less sensi-
tive than American culture.

Lisboa noted how difficult it is to speak 
English in a setting other than her English 
classroom. Her favorite parts of America so far 
have been “the receptive people, the beautiful 
green that surrounds the city, and also, the 
security.” When asked about what she misses 
the most in Brazil, Lisboa said she misses her 
family, friends, and her boyfriend. 

Lisboa’s ideal day 
consists of walking on 
the beach alone while 
listening to music. She 
also likes to sunbathe, 
swim, go out with 
friends, and watch scary 
movies. Just like all high 
school students, Lisboa 
says that the majority of 
her time after school is 
spent doing homework. 
When she doesn’t have 
homework, she loves 
hanging out with her host family. The day before school 
started Doyle’s older brother and LGHS alumni, Connor Doyle, 
took Lisboa to Big Basin Park to go hiking. Lisboa’s funniest 
hosting experience started when she noticed her host family 
drinking an excessive amount of a mysterious carbonated 
drink. Lisboa mistook this for an alcoholic beverage and 
thought they were drinking excessively. It wasn’t until a 
week into her host experience when she realized it was just 
sparkling water.

Before she leaves America, Lisboa hopes she can see the 
snow and go skiing for the first time. With her witty sense 
of humor and her adventurous personality, Lisboa is truly a 
joy to have at LGHS.
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