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The Western Black rhinoceros has gone completely extinct
by Kelsey Fleming
News Editor

Amidst the grasslands of Central and Western Africa, the Western 
Black rhinoceros, last seen in 2006, faded into extinction. Through 
unchecked illegal poaching and inadequate conservation efforts, the 
perpetual cycle of greed, brutality, and indifference in society deci-
mated the Western Black rhinoceros, eliminating one of Africa’s rarest 
subspecies of Black rhinoceros. 

At the beginning of the twentieth century, an increase in hunting 
led to a dramatic decline in rhinoceros populations. With a limited 
conservation program unable to keep the growing criminal poaching 
industry in check, the Western Black rhinoceros population floundered. 
In 1980, conservatists estimated that there were hundreds of Western 
Black rhinoceros still in existence. However, by 2000, scientists pre-
dicted that there were as few as ten rhinoceros left. 

The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) warns 
that we may witness further extinctions of rhinoceros subspecies in the 
coming years. Today, 40 to 60 Javan rhinoceros remain in Ujung Kulon 

Man opens fire in Ottawa
by Madeline Hagar
Sports Editor

In Ottawa, Canada, on Wed., Oct. 22, a gunman 
fatally shot a soldier standing guard at a war memo-
rial before opening fire at the nearby Parliament 
building. The shooter, Michael Zehaf-Bibeau, was 
shot and killed by an officer in the Parliament 
building. The soldier, 24 year old Nathan Cirillo, 
and the gunman were the only fatalities.

Zehaf-Bibeau, a 32-year-old from Montreal and 
an Islamic convert, has changed his name multiple 
times. Recently, the Canadian government deemed 
him a “high-risk traveler” and seized his passport. 

On the day of the attack, Zehaf-Bibeau was 
dressed in black with a scarf around his neck. 
He shot Cirillo at point-blank range while Cirillo 
was standing guard at the National War Memorial. 
Cirillo was a member of the Agryll and Sutherland 

Albu Nimr will fight ISIS
by Rachel Salisbury
Editor-in-Chief

In addition to countless executions over the 
past few months, the Islamic State (IS or ISIS), 
allegedly killed 50 people in Ras al-Maa, Iraq on 
Oct. 31. The executed men and women were part 
of the Albu Nimr tribe, a Sunni group that was 
displaced from their homes in the town of Hit by IS 
last month. IS accused the tribesmen and women of 
retaliating against IS, according to Anbar council-
man Faleh al-Issawi, after IS seized hit and other 
neighboring towns in Anbar last month.

Tribal leader Sheikh Nabil Al-Ga’oud told CNN 
that Albu Nimr plans to fight back against IS and 
has been fighting the terrorist group since they first 
entered Iraq. According to Al-Ga’oud, Albu Nimr 
is set to attack IS but first needs approval from 
the government and coordination with US forces.

Albu Nimr is not the only group fighting back 
against IS; Kurdish peshmerga fighters arrived, well 
armed, in Kobani this past Saturday. Bearing heavy 
artillery, about 150 Kurdish troops came to Kobani, 
which is on the Syrian border with Turkey and has 
been under attack by IS militants for over a month. 

On Wed., Oct. 29, over 200 members of the 
Free Syrian Army also came to Kobani to join the 
People’s Defence Corps, who have been fighting IS 
in Kobani since mid-September.

Idris Nassan, the deputy foreign minister of 
the territory surrounding Kobani, supports the 
peshmerga fighters’ involvement in resisting IS, 
but said, “from the beginning we have underlined 
that the most urgent support we require is heavy 
weaponry and ammunition. We are still fighting for 
Kobani and we need weapons to do so.”

Starting on Oct. 31, the US has conducted five 

National Park in Indonesia. In Vietnam, Javan rhinoceros populations 
continue to plummet. According to the IUCN, the Northern White 
rhinoceros is “teetering on the brink of extinction.”

On Fri., Oct. 17, 34-year-old Northern White rhinoceros Suni—
one of only two breeding males left of his kind—passed away in his 
enclosure at Kenya’s Ol Pejeta Conservancy. Currently, there are only 
six remaining Northern White rhinoceros left on Earth. Matthew 
Lewis, a senior program officer for African species conservation at 
World Wildlife Fund (WWF), remarked, “It’s a shame the subspecies 
got to that point—that’s the worst-case scenario in trying to bring 
back a subspecies.” 

During years of political turmoil in Sudan, the Central African 
Republic, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Uganda, the 
Northern subspecies population dwindled due to increased poaching 
and a loss of natural habitat. Simon Stuart, chair of the IUCN species 

Highlanders, a reserve force regiment.
After shooting Cirillo, Zehaf-Bibeau made his 

way into the Parliament building and opened fire. 
People inside reported hearing as many as fifty 
shots before Zehaf-Bibeau was stopped. He was 
killed by Sergeant-at-Arms Kevin Vickers outside 
of the caucus rooms. 

In addition to the two deaths, three were 
injured in the midst of the shooting. The injured 
were treated at the Ottawa Hospital and discharged 
within the same day.

During the gunfire, Parliament Hill was locked 
down, and people in downtown Ottawa were cau-
tioned to remain indoors and off of rooftops while 
police and military then covered the streets. Out 
of respect for those afffected by the shooting, the 
US Embassy was temporarily closed and the Ottawa 
Senators hockey game originally scheduled for 
Wednesday night was postponed.

The Canadian media came into play during 
and after the shooting. Many people inside of the 
Parliament building captured the chaos on video, 
documenting law enforcement officers moving 
through the Parliament building and people asking 
where to seek cover. 

On Twitter, Justice Minister Peter MacKay 
praised those who helped to stop the gunman: 
“Thank God for Sgt at Arms Kevin Vickers & our 
Cdn security forces. True heroes.”

In response to the shooting, Prime Minister 
Harper said, “We will not be intimidated. Canada 
will never be intimidated.” The morning after the 
attack, Harper and his wife placed a wreath at the 
memorial where Cirillo was gunned down. Many 
other memorials for Cirillo decorate Canada.
(Sources: The Washington Post, CBC News)

air strike attacks against IS near Kobani and five 
in Iraq. The strikes “suppressed or destroyed” nine 
IS fighting positions and a building in Kobani, 
according to the US military. In Iraq, the US attacks 
destroyed an IS vehicle, as well as four vehicles and 
four buildings used by militants.

So far, attempts to prevent IS’s takeover of 
Kobani have been successful, but attempts to stop 
their spread in Western Iraq have not. IS claims 
that US air strikes have helped them by angering 
Muslims who then turn to IS.

On Oct. 29, pro-Islamic State leaflets were found 
near the Marine Corps Base and the FBI academy in 
Quantico, Virginia. The leaflets included the ISIS 
flag and “We are here from Mexico and come by 
train” written in Arabic. Military officials who found 
the fliers are unsure if they are authentic or a hoax.
(Sources: NBC News, CNN, The Guardian)

survival commission, expressed, “In the case of the Western Black 
rhino and the Northern White rhino, the situation could have had 
very different results if the suggested conservation measures had been 
implemented. These measures must be strengthened now, specifically 
managing habitats in order to improve performance, preventing other 
rhinos from [going] extinct.”

Throughout the world, the poaching industry continues to flourish. 
In many cultures, animal horns are used in traditional medicines. By 
focusing efforts on stopping the illegal poaching trade and protecting 
rhinoceros in volatile areas, conservationists hope to reduce future 
environmental catastrophes. Director of IUCN’s global species program 
Jane Smart stated, “We have the knowledge that conservation works 
if executed in a timely manner, yet, without strong political will in 
combination with targeted efforts and resources, the wonders of nature 
and the services it provides can be lost forever.” 
(Sources: CNN, Daily Mail, National Geographic, Scientific American, 
Time)

Country of the Month: Iceland, the land of fire and ice
by Maddie Abene
Web Editor

Active volcanoes, bright green valleys, glaciers, black sand 
beaches, and roaring rivers are the most distinctive features of the 
Icelandic landscape. Despite the fact that these beauties often occur 
close to human civilization and are easily accessible, they still remain 
virtually untouched in Iceland. 

Icelanders are proud of their close ties to nature. They are dedi-
cated to preserving it through responsible conservation. According to 
the Environmental Performance Index, created by the World Economic 
Forum in 2010, Iceland is the world’s greenest country. Iceland is a 

true world leader in the use of renewable energy and 90% of homes 
there are heated with geothermal water. 

Icelandic waters are among the cleanest in the world. Visitors of 
Iceland don’t even need to buy bottled water because the tap water 
has not been treated with fluoride. Iceland has a growing industry 
in bottled water and they are continuing to provide to the premium 
bottled water market. 

As the world’s greenest country, Iceland has an environmental 
agenda. Conservation of the environment is very high on the list of 
priorities for Iceland. Unlike most countries, Iceland depends mostly 
on natural resources and their sustainable management. The harvest-
ing of living marine resources is an economic as well as an environ-
mental priority. Given the economy’s high dependence on fisheries 
and exports of seafood, Iceland is surrounded by some of the richest 
and most productive fishing grounds in the North Atlantic Ocean. 
Fisheries have long been the backbone of the Icelandic economy. With 
an economic zone of 200 nautical miles, Iceland is highly dependent 
on fish which accounts for 40% of the country’s export revenues and 
employs 7% of the Icelandic workforce. 

On average, Iceland experiences a major volcanic event once every 
5 years. A third of all the lava that has covered the earth’s surface 
since the Middle Ages has erupted in Iceland. The most well known 
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and active volcano in Iceland is Mount Hekla, which has erupted 
18 times since 1104, most recently in 2000.

Iceland’s harsh natural environment has brought life to 
a resilient nation that has adapted to exist under extreme 
conditions and harness all that nature has to offer for its own 
prosperity. Icelandic customs and traditions are inspired by the 
impressive dedication of the Icelandic people to their land and 
pagan influence. Iceland is one of a kind when it comes to many 
of its wonderful characteristics and is a destination that all would 
benefit from visiting. 
Source: Iceland.is, the official tourism site for Iceland

A STUNNING LANDSCAPE: The natural beauty of Iceland marks it as a destination.

IMPENDING EXTINCTION: Only six Northern White rhinoceros still exist today.

A DEVASTATING CRIME: This species of rhinoceros has become extinct due to poaching. TAKING INITIATIVE: Organizations like the IUCN and WWF make efforts to preserve nature.

IRONIC LOCATION: Zehaf-Bibeau opened fire below the Peace Tower. JOINING FORCES: The Free Syrian Army is also fighting IS.

A HISTORY OF ACTIVITY: Mount Hekla is the best known of many volcanoes in Iceland.


