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Deadly Ebola outbreak continues to run rampant
by Madeline Hagar
Sports/Student Life Editor

Around the world, one word is on the minds of the people: Ebola. 
This disease is rapidly spreading across West Africa and striking fear 
into people nationwide. The disease, formally known as haemorrhagic 
fever, is often fatal to humans. In order to spread, it requires the 
exchange of bodily fluids, and symptoms include fever, fatigue, muscle 
pain, headaches, and sore throats. 

Since its outbreak, the disease has spread across Sierra Leone, 
Liberia, and Nigeria. Members of the World Health Organization (WHO) 
claim that the spread of Ebola is slowing in Liberia. However, Bruce 
Aylward, the assistant director-general in charge of the operational 
response for the WHO, compares the downward trend of the disease 
to having “your pet tiger under control.” Aylward remarks on the 
fact that the danger of the disease is not gone. It may appear to be 
temporarily under control, but the public needs to continue to take 
precautions and spread awareness of the disease. If the public fails to 
do so, Ebola may spike and inflict more damage.

In other regions, the disease continues to flare up and strike the 
public. On Oct. 19, the WHO confirmed 9,936 new cases, which is up 
to at least 13,703 now. Unlike Liberia, there is little evidence that 
the disease is slowing in Sierra Leone. Guinea is also experiencing a 

Galapagos tortoise species stabilizes
by Aidan Adams-Campeau
Humor Editor

A species of giant tortoise native to the Galapagos Islands has 
been saved from the brink of extinction, and scientists feel that the 
population is secure enough that further human intervention is not 
needed. Though over 1,500 tortoises have now been released back 
onto the island to fend for themselves, only a few decades ago the 
species had almost entirely disappeared, dwindling down to only 
fifteen living tortoises by 1960. However, through an extensive and 
innovative breeding program, the extinction of the Española giant 
tortoise has been averted.

The Española giant tortoise, or Chelonoidis hoodensis, has a 
lifespan of up to one  hundred-fifty or even two hundred years, and 
these tortoises can survive for up to a year at a time with no food or 
water. Because of their resiliency, whalers and other seagoers in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries would capture the tortoises and 
hold them in captivity on their ships as a natural and lasting food 
source, causing the population to plummet over time. As herpetologist 
and science advisor to the Galapagos Conservancy Group Linda Cayot 
explains, “They collected them live, stacked them in their holds, and 
had fresh meat on their long voyages.” Even after the human threat 
passed, the tortoise’s survival was still endangered by the arrival of 
destructive goats on the island, which decimated much of the island’s 
natural ecosystem, including the cactuses that the tortoises feed on, 
until their extermination in the 1970s. By the time the Galapagos 
Islands became protected as a natural park in 1959, the tortoises 
were considered virtually extinct and beyond reprieve, but this species 
has instead become the center of one of conservationism’s greatest 
success stories.

Boko Haram commits hateful acts
SLOW AND STEADY: The Galapagos tortoise has slowly made a return from near-extinction.

The island’s wild tortoise population is now fairly stable, but over 
the past decades woody vegetation has flourished on the island, 
replacing much of the grass and cactuses that make up the tortoise’s 
natural habitat. Scientists project that it may take hundreds of years 
for the cactuses to reach previous levels. Still, conservationists are 
optimistic about the continued health of this species and the eventual 
transformation of the ecosystem to a more endemic state. 

high transmission rate. WHO officials claimed that without significant 
progress against Ebola, there could be approximately 5,000 to 10,000 
new cases per week in West Africa by December.

As the disease ravages West Africa, survivors are appearing. Despite 
surviving the disease, these individuals continue to face mental and 
physical problems. There are several ailments that many of the survivors 
contract, such as headaches, extreme fatigue, muscle aches, and partial 
or complete blindness. Research is too limited to know the origin of 
these symptoms. Dr. Margaret Nanyonga, psychosocial support officer 
for the World Health Organization in Kenema, is working on solving this 
issue, as the world needs “to understand why these symptoms persist, 
whether they are caused by the disease or treatment, or perhaps the 
heavy disinfection.” 

Along with physical disabilities, the survivors face isolation and 
devastation. Some refer to the survivors as witches and isolate them 
from society. Many of the survivors are without any loved ones as 
well. Survivor Fatima Gaima says that she is “learning to live a new 
life in the home without my husband and my two children. Now there 
is so much emptiness in the house, especially at night.” One of her 
motivations to fight for her life included her desire to return home to 
her three-year-old child. When she left the hospital, she discovered 
that her child died from Ebola while she was still recovering. Gaima’s 

story is not uncommon, as many people are struggling to pick up the 
pieces of their lives again.

At this moment, there are companies developing a vaccine. While 
a vaccine is on its way, there are still many trials and tests that must 
be done to ensure its safety and efficiency. The most practical ways 
to prevent the disease at this point are to learn about the symptoms, 
practice safe burials, spread awareness of the disease, and set up 
facilities that are capable to care for the infected safely.
(Sources: WHO, Washington Post, BBC, The Economist, The Guardian)

A GROWING PROBLEM: Ebola has already infected many in Africa and has begun to spread.

by Kelsey Fleming
News Editor

In early April, the terrorist group Boko Haram abducted over 200 
young female students from Nigeria. On Sat., Oct. 25, Boko Haram 
gunmen kidnapped 30 boys and girls from a northeast Nigerian village. 
According to local government chairman Shettima Maina, Boko Haram 
left behind evidence suggesting that they will sell the young girls into 
the sex slave trade and use the boys as foot soldiers. The week prior 
to the kidnapping, Boko Haram kidnapped 60 women and girls from 
two neighboring villages in Adamawa state. 

Founded nearly twelve years ago, Boko Haram has expanded at an 

alarming rate. In the local Hausa language, “Boko Haram” translates 
to “Western education is sin.” In 2009, police killed the leader of 
Boko Haram, Mohammed Yusuf. In an effort to overthrow the Nigerian 
government, Boko Haram has bombed numerous schools, churches, and 
mosques; assassinated politicians and religious leaders; and kidnapped 
hundreds of women and children. Tyrannical and radical, Boko Haram 
has killed over 2,000 civilians in the past six months and over 7,000 
since it began its insurgency in 2009.  

On Thurs., Oct.16, Nigerian officials had confirmed that President 
Goodluck Jonathan reached a ceasefire agreement with Boko Haram 
and plans for Boko Haram to release the 200 schoolgirl captives. 
However, on Sat., Nov. 1, Boko Haram released a video stating that 
the schoolgirls who they had abducted in April have been converted 
to Islam and married off. In the video, Abubakar Shekau, the current 
leader of Boko Haram, nefariously chuckled, “Don’t you know the 
over 200 Chibok schoolgirls have converted to Islam? They have now 
memorized two chapters of the Quran.” 

Despite the deliberations and discussions, many were skeptical of 
whether Boko Haram would follow through with their promise based on 
the recent kidnappings. David Cook, who studies jihad, had expressed, 
“It remains to be seen whether this truce will actually materialize, 
whether it is merely an election ploy for Nigeria’s embattled President, 
Goodluck Jonathan, and most crucially whether it will bring about the 
release of numerous captives taken by Boko Haram during the past 
year. While Boko Haram has suffered some reverses during the recent 
past, there is no indication that the group has suffered any mortal 
damage. The most plausible interpretation of the truce is that it is a 
bought one, and that Boko Haram is merely using it as a respite in 
order to regroup.”  

 In order to end the inexorable violence and brutality plaguing 
Nigeria, many claim that it is imperative that the Nigerian government 
allocate its resources to protecting the nation and aiding those who 
have escaped Boko Haram. The Human Rights Watch stresses, “The 
Nigerian government and its allies need to step up their protection, 
support services, and prosecutions of abuses to stop this cycle of terror.”  

(Sources: CNN, Huffington Post, New York Times, Time)
all photos courtesy wikimedia commons

RESILIENCE: The abduction of over 200 female students in April prompted a campaign.

by Montana Fowler
Editor-in-Chief

Pope Francis’ image as the new, hip, revolutionary Catholic 
connection to God was further enhanced on Oct. 28 when he 
declared that the Big Bang theory and evolution do not con-
flict with Catholic teachings. A few weeks ago, Pope Francis 
also opened a discussion on divorce and same-sex unions with 
hundreds of other bishops during a two-week assembly.

The Catholic church supporting science is by no means a new 
idea. Several previous popes have expressed their support for 
evolution, including Pope Francis’ predecessor, Pope Benedict; 
however, the main difference lies in his presentation and the 
clarity of his support for scientific theories that contradict the 
bible’s teachings. 

Pope Francis has also developed his image as a “man of the 
people” through living in a modest apartment instead of the 
papal palace, paying his own hotel bills, and eating street food. 
He is also known for his comment on homosexual priests: “Who 
am I to judge?” Heidi Schlumpf from CNN writes, “anything 
[Francis] says is presented as groundbreaking -- even if previous, 
more traditional, popes said it before he did.”

The Pope addressed his support of evolution and the Big 
Bang Theory in a meeting discussing “Evolving Concepts of 
Nature,” hosted by the Pontifical Academy of Sciences. He 
stated, “God is not a divine being or a magician, but the cre-
ator who brought everything to life. Evolution in nature is not 
inconsistent with the notion of creation, because evolution 
requires the creation of things that evolve.”

Though many were disappointed with the lack of support 
among the bishops for Pope Francis’ support of divorce and same-
sex unions, he spoke later about the importance of opening the 
discussion. Pope Francis encourages bishops vote and speak for 
what they believe, even if he disagrees. He also publicized the 
results of the voting at the meetings to expose the division in 
the Catholic Church to the public on these issues. In a year, 
the topics will likely be revisited after much discussion in the 
Catholic community around the globe.

Pope Francis’ pioneering ideals for change in the Catholic 
community is inspiring more youth in Catholic teachings around 
the world. In an internet-radio address, he commented, “It is 
not enough to be a passersby on the digital highways, simply 
‘connected;’ connections need to grow into true encounters. We 
cannot live apart, closed in on ourselves. We need to love and 
be loved. We need tenderness.” Pope Francis speaks towards 
uniting people everywhere under God, despite their class, love, 
and circumstances.

(Sources: CNN, BusinessWeek, NPR, The Rolling Stone)

Church debates

NEW POLICIES: Pope Francis has advocated for a more modern Catholic Church.


