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Problematic vandalism of boys’ bathrooms needs to stop  

photo courtesy B. Schunk

by Jonathan Friedland and Brian Schunk
Editorial Editor and Sports Editor

12 minutes: the length of a SpongeBob episode, the 
amount of time it takes to fall behind in a class, or how much 
time it takes to make a trip to the boys’ bathroom at LGHS. 

To begin our research for writing this article, we left our sixth 
period class, El Gato, on a pilgrimage to find a clean bathroom. On 
our way, we stopped by the bathroom under the library and real-
ized it was closed. We then proceeded to the first floor of the World 
Language wing, the only place where bathrooms are consistently 
open. By the time we got back to El Gato, 12 minutes had elapsed 
and we missed out on some valuable writing time. In similar situa-
tions, boys around the school have to miss significant portions 
of lectures or in-class essays just to use the restroom. 

The fact is, there are always multiple boys’ bath-
rooms closed and/or out of order on campus. 
Students never know which bathrooms are 
going to be open, transforming a trip to the 
facilities into a scavenger hunt. Senior 
John Parsons said, “I spend more time 
looking for an open bathroom than I 
do actually using one.” The search is 
made all that more excruciating by the 
need to find a bathroom before having 
an accident. Senior Henry Moss said, 
“It’s terrible because when I have to 
use a bathroom and reach one out of 
order, I panic and have to go even more.”

The inaccessible boys’ bathrooms are 
the result of unprovoked and uncalled 
for incidents of vandalism ranging from 
toilet paper cloggings to revolting excre-
tion artwork.  Such vandalism has gone 
too far, and has become very problematic. 

“It ’s all boys,” said the head of the 
school’s maintenance department John Guerra 
about the damage to the bathrooms and the subse-
quent closings. He also stated that members of the custo-
dial staff are working every day to re-open the bathrooms. 

LGHS students do not realize that copycats of the “poop phantom” 
are still out there. Not only has this grossly false misconception 
affected students’ views on the bathroom closures, but it has placed 
a majority of the blame falsely on the maintenance staff. There are 
two maintenance crew members working on each of the closed bath-
rooms every day. In short, up to six workers are fixing the actions 
of a few destructive students, sometimes for months on end. The 
actions of these students are not just childish and immature, but are 
also inconsiderate towards the entire male population of the school 
that needs to use the washrooms. Their acts could not properly be 
called selfish as they are also detrimental to themselves and thus 
could more appropriately be labeled as those similar to a three-
year-old boy: unmindful of the direct consequences of his actions. 

Meanwhile, closed bathrooms are putting more stress on the 
remaining open ones. Senior Matt Uffenheimer said, “I went 
to the open bathroom on the top story of the science building 
because I knew the bottom one was closed. I’d say it was in pretty 
decent shape, but it probably could be a lot better if it wasn’t 
being overstressed.” The situation has even led some students 
just to pick a clean bathroom and go to it all the time regard-
less of its proximity to their classroom. Senior and homecoming 
court nominee Benjamin Searle said that “the small gym bath-
room is my go to for any serious or time-consuming matters.”

In more general terms, the sanitary situation can best be 
described as inhumane. As 

Senior 
and home-

com ing  cou r t 
nominee Esau Kang com-

mented, “I schedule my restroom 
use before or after school hours because of the brutal condi-
tion of the stalls.” As a result of the bathrooms’ poor tidiness, 
students have developed a quasi rating system for the cleanest 
and dirtiest bathrooms. However, we would like to clear up the 
rumors as some of them carry more fiction than truth. The boys’ 
washroom on the third floor of the English wing is one of the 
cleanest and never has any ghastly or appalling scents. On the 
other hand, the bathroom in the science wing is probably in 
worse condition than a “porta pottie” at a construction site. 

Not every trip to the restroom can be saved for lunch and break 
as the average American visits the restroom and makes a deposit six 
times per day. The issue of wasting class time to find a bathroom 
has gotten to the point where students are missing lectures and 

even valuable test time just to use the restroom. Senior Jacob 
Patterson told his story of how he “missed a lecture in Spanish 
because no bathrooms in the math-foreign language building were 
open.” Uffenheimer shared perhaps a more disturbing story. “During 
a chemistry test I had to use the bathroom, and it took me so long 
to find one that by the time I got back, I had missed out on enough 
of the test that I couldn’t completely finish before time was called.”

Ultimately, the entire issue is based upon vandalism and 
an apathetic attitude toward the boys’ bathrooms. If the select 
few individuals who purposely destroy the mechanics of the 
washrooms would mature just a little bit, and if everybody 
just cleaned up any mess that they made, the bathrooms 
would be plentiful and in sustainable condition. We, as men, 
urge our fellow brethren to use the bathrooms responsibly. 

To the left, you will find a map of the camnpus 
with open bathrooms rated out of ten based on clean-
liness,  accessibility,  and quality of experience. 
Closed bathrooms are marked by an “x” on the map.
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